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&i 9 h KOim\o Louisiana for the first time, a good way 
K maJ.'ni.tyb.. lln. froB ».» Yor* via Kn f viu. Btvmlng- 

v.,. m nte _aaneoially if the month be November. It is like 

slipping’ serreptiously into Heayen by way of the back <door , ano so 
missing- the full effect of the Nearly Portals ana whatever Spanish 
SJss m?y be entangled in Saint Peter's beard,-if any. 

But this drab, full brown palate will not be so important 
in its powers to impress if you huve already in pest seasons 
inn* i-n^Touisiana by way of the ^ast ooast and the Gulf --prefer¬ 
ably by car/ For this route ratrkes the logical °S*J®®*°? f fr0rn 
Manhattan to Melrose, and Paradise is more c °®P r ® b f“® ibl * t i f 8 by 
one has mounted the intensifying steps of P r °6 r *B8ion. ** across 
this route that the New York skyline evaporates as one ®P®®J® 
tW^sey meadows, which in their turn give way to 
and Delaware countryside then leaning *7 int °* 

pausing for aramment at Wmiamsburgh, and pushing on until 
It Wilmington the first live oaks and swaying moss haag.™* thair 
tattered banners. From that point on you re in the South, 
classic Orton perched in noble splendor about -ape Fear, Mg tie 
Beach for unrivalled surf bathing, Hampten, jovjiiest of 
colonial plantation houses, and so on through 1 ooe* 

ana westward toward i’alahassee and on ana on, skimming the coast 

and hesitating only long enough fora leap from and Pass 
Gulf and on again through Oc.an Springs to, Biloxi end P&bb 
G hristian, fabulous for their miles of delicious houses and 
ancient tree decked drives, i’hen on to New Orleans with its pungent 
mixtures of old and new, of smells and perfumes and yesterday 
oreoles and todaysoonglomerations. 

Then turning North after all this, and all that sooner tempera¬ 
ture and luxuriant folliage, astonishing flowers and 
orchestrations by great insect choral societies, and. you 11 
in a state of mind to oomprehend the mellow heart of Melrose 
and plantation "chateau oountry" which stretches in a br08b 
belt from Natchez westwara to and through the Gain B1T« oountry. 
”, two hunctr.d mil. trip up from In Or.l.en, .111 th. final 
opulence in icing for this most entrancing cake. Mile after mile 
o^sugar cain fielas will astonish you and above the Baton *ouge 
parallel you'll plung through the cotton belt which for J* bTB 
astonished the universe and created the greatest American 
design for living. 

But all this is merely a prelude to indicate that 
later Journey was made by another route. It was ta _ 

I said goodbye to Manhattan, and with few exceptions Manhattan, 
in all her luminous glory was unmindful that I was f °° ’ 

and through the Pennsylvania tubes, and across -he blackened 
night^into Washington^ A change, and then oblivion again until 
the morrow when at dawn I awoke to find we were treveUng throiigh 

the mournful foothills of Urglnia,—cabins, dank anfdialapadete , 
half hidden in the didts that seemed to hesitate whether to en 
gulf the landscape complete or to dissolve itself into rain 

disappear. \ 
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October 27th 

But whet with 

a good thirty hours of traveling before me, 

I wag content to breakfast leisurely, and before I was done with 
ray ooffee, the sun was winning the struggle and the veilB of 
mist were retreating to the lower stretches of the valleys. The 
hilly landscape for miles was a monotoneous brown, relieved only 
oocassionaly by the grat of a weather beaten cabin, dining tenacious¬ 
ly and with uncertainty to thegullied slopes, save for such spots 
along the rocks end the rail fences where a solitary creeper blazed 
inorimson glory. 

Knoxville came in mid afternoon, the countryside still 
in a coma of autmunal brown, and toward evening Ghettanouga glittered 
in the valley below her encircling hills* Night closed in as we 
quitted the city, with Lookout Mountain looming blaok as midnight 
like a great land-locked Gibralter against the deepening sky, while 
to the east an unbbelieable moon, as round and silver as a 
dollar mounted above .thehorlzon. Now we were in the South. 

An hour of two in the smoker, talking with southern business 
men, a builder from Georgia who believed in higher wage soale for 
his employee's and who liked Mr. ^oosevelt, and a Jewish manu¬ 
facturer ,—onoe from New York,—who didn't agree with Governmental 
wage policies but who thought Eleanor Roosevelt was really the first 
lady of the land. 'Then oarae Birmingham and dinner as the train 
Streaked through the night. I pressed my face to the window pane 
to see if stars really did fall on Alabama, but the asteroids were all 
asleep. But the Heavenly bodies did whet they could to meitain there 
ancient reputation, and so the moon, just to show what could be 
put on, staged an eolipse that was total and satisfying for the 
mongers of phenomena. 

Jleredian, Mississippi past midnight .--with a couple of 
hours for a good hot bath and shave, and then on againto Jackson 
where dawn began spreading an even gouash aoross the east, telling 
me that the night was done and I should sleep no more. 

October 28th. 

The sun climbed high out of Jackson, into a radiantly blue 
sky. Yesterday'8 browns were disappearing in completeness, giving 
way to patches of green in hedgerows and woodland. My sense of- 
direction had failed me and I seemed to he going ISest in Bpite of 
the sun which was doing all it oould to help me re-adjust myself. 
Vicksburg menat breakfast.--where the custom of the oountry made 
itself for the first time b./ the Bervince of a demi-tasse of black 
coffee before ray order was taken. But I couldn't eat me more 
because the prospect of the day ahead was too exciting, and 
besides, Vicksburg for breakfastis a little heavy anyway, what 
with the mashing Grant 'gave it in 1863. Slowly the train moved 
out of the station, and almost stealthily we ventured out on the 
great Mississippi bridge, with Ole Man River looking blue and 
docile below us like a gigantic canal sleeping between its great 
green banks of levees. Here my sense of direction returned, and 
we sped on toward Monroe and a hundred little cross-road stations 
always peopled with meek oolored children , apparently expseinoing 
the big event of the day,--the train passing by. 
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A little afternoon we reached Shreveport where Hobina was 
waiting, Hobina with whom I had exchanged so many pleasant letters 
and with whom I immediately sensed an old friend even though we had 
never met before. 

• Into her car, and away we flew, covering much ground and con¬ 
versation as we whizzed along the flat smooth roads for a hundred 
miles until we turned off the main highway and heeded up the 
three mile lane that lead to Melrose Plantation. 


Before reaching the big house, we turned into a garden on the 
West side of the house, drove on a bit, and then stopped at our 
journey's end by the side gate. Prom out of nowhere good old 
Prank, the family houseman in overhalls appeared to greet us. 

He remembered me from last year, I think, and Hobina from many a 
week-end trip down the years. 

Tie went into the big house and found that Aunt Uemmie was 
up stairs with her little grandson. V/hen she heard us, however, 
she came flying down, end it filled me with extesy to find her 
just as I had left her the year before, lookin so good and so 
wholesome in her neat white waist, black skirt and her luxuriant white 
hair. Somehow she made it seem as though I were a long lost 
child who had wandered too long afield and was blessing me for 
having come back. Such is her remarkable spirit which brings 
so much happiness and cheer to so many. 


Prank had already taken my bags to my mAisonetter, and 
Aut Oemmie said that the three of us would have coffee and sand- 
wishes in my new home. So we want to the rear of the big house, 
where at the end of the long garden plot I recognized and raarvled 
again at the old African mushroom house, and so to the i at 
right to a cabin with a long porch running across it, and entered 
what in ante-bellum days had been the blacksmith shop , but whioh 
Aunt Oemmie had metomorphosed into a beautiful cabin, with the 
main room two storeys high, and lighted by a wonderous Louis XIV 
window with beautiful fan light which soared toward the ceiling. 

There were vases of beautiful flowers,—red and yellow dahlias 
of generous porportions, eneother with oink dahlias with some wonderful 
blue flowers that looked a little like lilacs, but weren't, while 
on my typewriter table by the great window stook a magnificient 
single yellow rose in an amazing bottle shaped vase of cobalt blue.^_ 

I hugged her again in appreciation and she hugged me back seemingly 
for the same reason,—what a wonderful women she is. 



Before having a chance to examine the house further. Prank 
had returned with a great tray of coffee and shandwiches, and we 
were all busy talking about everything ana nothing, and scarcely 
paying any attention to what we were supposed to be eating. 


As we talked, my eyes wanueped about the room, — the staircase 
beyond to great window, leading along the wall to the balustraded 
balcony above, an<. then down again to the great fireplace unoer 
the balcony on the west wll, ano opposite the great east window. 


Before we had made any inroads on our sandwiches, the evening 
dinner bell rang. Hobina remarked thit Prank would feel badly if 

lunGh h * hEd Prefared for us, and so she wreoped 
up her last sandwich,—a generous one like mine, end took it with ' 
hor. I wanted to conceal my unfinished one, too£ and so I hid it 
in the glass bookcase behind a row of books. Then all three of 
us went to dinner in the summer dinning room of the big house 
where oe met Aunt Jammies two sons, J.H. who runs the Plantation 
end Dan, her youngest son, now living at home,--both of whom seem 
so genuine and well balanced. Sugene, the store keeper, rounoed 
out are companions at dinner. . The food was marvelous, such a variety 
of vegetables and meats, ano all so apetizing. How marvelous to 
forget tnat there is such a thing as restaurants in this world. 


Supper is usually not a long, meal at Melrose, and after it 
was done, we returned to ray cabin for a long chat before the 
blazing fire, depending upon no other light save that from the 
big round moon already rising in the Bast and etching a great 
'■iuatoriian window on the floor from the modle on the east wall 
of the room. 




furbish my fire and bring me ray demi-tasse of coffee. I asked him 
to bring my breakfast as soon as possible fo I had much work to 
do and I was hungry for more plantation food, thinking he would 
not be bacK right away, I remembered my sandwich which I had con¬ 
es: lea the night before, ana so I took a scandalously big bite of it 
wnen to my suroise, Prank returned with a heaping tray, c tehing me in 
the act of devouring lest evening's snadwioh. 


^.reakfast of grapefruit, bacon and eggs, milk, toast and 
steweo figs and coffe-e, and I was ready to unpack my things. A few 
hours slipped by but I did not notice, busy with re-ag:ranging 
books, sorting nepers end exploring my house. But Prank knocked 
and said ihe Madam say you sure do treat your guests powerful 
cold’ and that she would like me to join them for ten o'clock 
coffee. 


accordingly I raced through a shower and shave and across 
the lawn and up the beck steps of the big house to ~un<! Gtmmle 
lovely big yellow and white bedroom where I Pound her and Hobina 
sitting before a blazing fire in the famous old Franklin stove 
which Aunt Oaramie had rescued from some disintegrating plantation house 

After coffee and me talk, Hobina and I uecided to explore 
the gardens, visiting the famous ola African musroom house,--once 
used to incarcerate obstrperous slaves in the old days when the 
mulato Mettoyer family owned Melrose. I was enchnted with 
Hobina'a remark that she thought it c rand that these folks had the 
feeling of security sufficiently developed to dare bring this 
African item from their distant past end blandly bring such archi¬ 
tecture into being again. 


o- 
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still Sunuay, October 29th: 

i/e visited the loom house, a charging cotta e e where Aunt 
Oanmie has several looms set up and weaves, and on beyond to the 
east to the bindery where the house, reconstructed from a former 
setting show the old musket bullets fired by General Bank's Rederals 
when they passed through Gain River, burning 400 plantation houses 
along its banks., and then to Lyle's cabin where we sat for a 
long chat. i'hen dinner at twelve, and Gharles was here from 
six miles down the road, hav.ing driven up in a horse bnd buggy 
accompanied by a colt, almost as big as its mother which trots’ 
nonchalantly along side. And also to dinner were Gemmie Jr 
and her husband. Dr. "on 1C and their baby. 

.fter dinner much fun with photos being taken of Robins 
taking a ride with Charles in his buggy andafter coffee in the 
gsraen, 0 trip over to the otherside of the -ain River to call 
on the ola mulato, keline, who lives in a cottage with the floor 
pert bricx and part airt,--with chickens running around the kitchen, 
and a varied collection of religious images. Rood was left with 
her, as well as at Madame AuDert-rocque ' s, also a mulatobut as 
nest ana clean,—and probably as old as her neighbor with more 
emphasis on the cleanliness, for everything wqs spiCK. and span. 

She spoke to us in both English ana JPrenoh ana obviously was a 
woman of parts. While there an old woman told -unt Gammie that 
one of the neighbors was still suffering from a broken ankle he 
had suffered a few days back, but explained that this was so because 
he refused to heed her cure. -/hen asked how she could effect such 
a cure so quickly, she had assured her listener the. it was as 
si ply as effictivejust take a stick, go to the corner of the 
fence, make a sign of the corss in the earth with the stick and then 

cover the sign with 0 board, and presto-. Apparently this is 

the tyne of oerson who recommends turpentine for the p babies when 
they are under the weather, for that is a common practice in certain 
localities near by,--much to the aetriment to the bob 's kidney's 
Dr. "entC tells me. „ 1 

And so bacA to the house to dinner or rather suoper, which 
seems to be different primarily because coffee' is not served at 
the end of the meal. . Short conversation after dinner, and so to 
bed, closing my first twenty-four hours of this visit to Ilelrose. 


November 2 nd. \°\ 

is 30 rauch talk going on among the servants about 
the two holiaays we are having today ana yesteraay that X can't 
recall for the life of me whether yesteraay or today is All 
baints Day, but it aoesn't matter much, I suppose since one 
was All Souls and the other All Saints Day. 

- fnis morning Aunt Gamraie ravagea the gardens to collect 
some fine flowers for sprays which she maae with a bases of some 
fern-like greenery. Jiach spray she maae separatelyana all 
by her own hands, ana then sent Rita, one of the house servants 
over to the mulatto cemetary to aecorate certain graves of old 
friends who have gone tfo their last reward. One of these I 
recall was the mother of ;iaaame Aubert Rocque, who herself is 
now bb, ana other £,000 souls who lived and aied along Gain River. 

f °!! r ?'? l0Gji 1 wa ^kea over to the church yeara to attend the 
service and visit the graves. Many mulattoes were already present 
cars being parked along the road, and people coming on foot from 
several airections. I was impressed by the conservative neat 
annetrance of all their clothes, and the kindness with which they 
greeted me, a stranger. • ^ 

r2 e ™J: n ® nen t0ld r - e he war - 50 ’ much younger, 

pointed out many of the raves of people I had often herd Aunt 

oamie speak. -Ul*on Mettoyer, my guiae, impressea me enormously 
by his Aindly simplicity coupleu with his obvious physical and 
social stature. Ror the most part the graves all showed eviaence 
of care, although he volunteered the information that it was too 
bad that some of the foks, even though they haa been tola about 
the ceremony, nad done nothing to put the plots of tneir relatives 
m order. 

■® S° i nsida the church for the service whee from the 

graveyard at the rear, we could hear singing and prayers being 
intoned. Since most of the parishioners were insiue, Mil^on 
seemed to think it war a good time for us to see the graves, and 
the aecorations were colorful, sometimes tastefully aone and 
sometimes almost humorous. 

The most beautiful one I saw was a plain gray slab covering 
the grave, .just a few white sticaxs of white running through the 
gray stone. Tnere was but one weeatkvon this grave,—a circular 
one with alternating white and pink mo6n flowers of tissue neper. 

It s simplicity was classic and touching. 

Ao far away was one from which all the grass haa been 
removed ana the earth nicely smouthea. , Streaks of white ran 
length-wise of the grave where the aecorator haa sown lime, and 
a littie to one side ana just over the place where the heart of 
tne departea might be was placed a big white wreath of roses in 

a whit ® heart thf ‘b bleeding. . Hung on the cross 
bt the head of another grave was a smart wreath made of paper 


v 
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&na so cotrivea as to resemble a feather boa, with half of the 
wreath white anti the other half white,--surely not realized 
but infinitely striding on the grave of a mulatto. 


Llore proseio resting places were set Off by rases of 
articiftl flowers, wreathes of curious paper flowers of curious 
pale blues, flaming magentas ana repulsive pinAB. Some people 
had ssia that food was placed on the graves, too, although i 
chancec to see none, although there were some tin cans that 
seemed to be unopen, s I suppose this represented some of these 
strange manifestations. 


A temporary alter had teen erected in the center of the 
cemetery to which the priest cane, escorted by boys bearing 
tapers, and followed by the congeration. There was a short 
prayer, followed by announcements, the first one startling me 

as he said: "Uw those of you who cone from Bermuda.will go 

to seyen o'clock mass tomorrow morning’’;... .Bermuda, I gather 
must refer to some nearby community ana not the island. These 
announcements were followed by a short sermon, which left much 
to ue wished for, since it seemed mostly concerneu with Hell fire 
ana the neea for all of us to remember every hour of' the day that 

the grave was yawnin, for us at the end of our road.The 

sermont over, the oriest departed, and the congeration relayed 
and wondered about the yard, obviously concerning th mselves 
primarily with re-arranging' their own uecorations ana ptying 
siight attention to their neighbors’ efforts. . Slowly the crowd 
uispersed ana after chatting with a few of the hangers on, I 
returned to Llelrose, a little late, but tnoroughly satisfied with 
a ser-'ice which hea revealed so many kindly people who, at the 

th * 5 arfcn 6 e * could giggle ana laugh in spite of the 
dire forebodings of the neare. 


conversation in my Jabin with Aunt 'Jammie until let. evening 
and so to ueu ana to sleep, 6 

November ora. 


Jp early ana writing until nine tnirty wnen I went over to 
t/.c big r.ouBe for coffee with Aunt Jammie for a fc ooa hours talk, 
hen to tne store with mail, a chat with Ban and dinner. BacA to 
some more and Ornmie, T r. with husband ana child,--or rather 
without child cane. They found Aunt Jammie and me in the 
scairs of the bindery where Aunt Jammie has wonderful assortments 
of newspapers and magazines ready for sorting and binding, and 
some er raordinary boohs, including one, —fat and illustrated, on 
the colored descendants of a prominent man of the Natchez of 
ante-bellum cays. I am the only one who knows it is there Aut 
Jammier tolls me. 

b ' 





Sister wanted to tane some bnlbs ho e with her, so Aunt Jammie 
rounded up Sam Brown ana set him to. digging in the front gardens. 

'7e sat unaer the great oua in the center of the front garden, 
surrounoed by flaming cannas ana golden dahlias, where Frank 
served afternoon coffee. A radio froij the big house was 
flaying excepts from Faust ana La Qioconda. It was like an lb30 
sketch of the Ange of Romentiaism. 

Then we drove over to Jloutierville, to sister's house. 

It is a beautiful old place, built in 1813 by Fontainot, and 
subsequently occupied as the big house in the plantation, by 
Fanny _J hopln who occupied the rlace that roratic decade before tie 
war, and nolrt ssuecailly that exciting afternoon in 1853 when 
a steamboat drew up ®o ara the docA on the river at the foot 
of her garden, blowing itself to bits, just as it touched the 
pier. Both ~unt Jammie ana I want moie particulars about that. 

Last year when I visited the place it was being done over 
but now it was finished ana was wholesomely handsome from the 
outside and simply ana beautifully occoratea fensiae, with the 
great four-poster bed making a strong impression on me, as did 
the two single beds in another room.--mahogny posts with yellow 
line tester. e had tea in the garden, anu returned to the 
high road before sundown to all have dinner at 'elrose. On the 
way home we passed through the Hertzog acres, not stopping at 
the Plantation house, at the end of its long al^ey of fine 
oaAs. General BanAs burned the place when he mftrohed through, 
but the family partially rebuilt the clace, although not pleasantly, 
although three quarters of the length of the columes that jurrounc.c-c 
the place were left on their foundations, and the house somehow 
perched on these liAe a fisher folk might build their shak on 
stilts on the river banA, high enough to esdape spring freshets. 

I visited the Fouse last year, and was depressed by its interior, 
the place seeming a,, though it might fall in on you through 
sheer boredom with its horrible color scheme ana aecuxation. 

There is a chapel in the house, too, ana this gives it an atmos¬ 
phere which isn’t enitrely domestic. When ever I pass b the 
place I think of Aunt Jammie’s excellent artisan, Henry Jleraog, 
the mulatto, who is a cousin to the present Hertzogs who live „ 
in the place,ana somehow all ^is ana the strange, dullness of the 
occupants of the house, makes me gl :d whan I am going away frera it. 

No ember 4th. 

-reakfast early, and work at my typewriter, then over to 
the big house for bx* coffee with Aunt Cammie in her room at 
ten. Jonversation flew around Louisian® and its history, and 
we got to talking of extraordinary women. She mentioned one 
who had been her guest here for a time,--I don't recall her name, 
but obviously inter.sting as a personality and a friend of various and 
sundry people, among whom had been lafoalio Heern, whom she had 
known in Japan and many an other, . There was also talk of Rachel 
Field who has spent much time off end on at llelrose, her alienist 
father, her sister and mother, and her love for another who has 
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known Mel rose and her subsequent to her present husband, Peterson- 

More writing until lunoh, where I errl^ed 1 ate having 
been set for since I feiled to heer the plantation oinner 
bell. Charlie wes here to break bread, having driven 
his horse and buggy,-and colt,-and one ® 0 ?’ ™ * 

filled in the place of ban who has gone to Baton Rouge and 
Ltiew Orleans for the week-end to a football 6 ame. 


In the afternoon the clouds hung like a thin gray veil 
and occasional little sorinkles suggested rain. It appeared 
that a frost was in the offing, too, ana so we gathered bouquets 
of those flowers which might suffer from a lowereu temperature. 
«fter dinner, ^unt -ananie anu I talked plantations and Ifatchez 
before the coBy franklin stove. In the midst of the talk, 
a muffled sound in the chimney told that it was burning out. 

Being alone in the house, we vent into the back gar en to see 
the flames which were blazing from the chimney and the display 
of fireworks which the ascending sparks made. *s some of them 
were cropping back on the roof, we thought it wise to investigae 
a close hand, end so I crawled out an upper window and along the 
peak of the roof end stamped out those that had not burned out. 
More talk after the chimney had subsided and so to bed. 

Perhaps the part of the conversation which fascinated me 
the most was Aunt Jemmie's account of Melrose when she came 
here fourty odd years ago. The place had originally belonged 
to the mulattoes,—Mettoyer,-- ho had built the original house, 
now occupied by Lyle, probably finishing it, in tpe 18<j0's or 
earlier. The big house they haa built in the 30's., Possibly 
because of their color, their house was not burned by General 
Banks array when it passed through here, destroying, it is said, 
about <i00 houses along this river. Borne time after the V/ar, 
one of the snooty Paudhorames who haa always lived in a high-hat 
manner on a plantation near by, persuaded Mettoyer to sign a 
note with him. Prudhomme didn't meet the note, and Mettoyer 
had to give his plantation in payment. Melrose was accordingly 
sola at auction to Hippolyte Hertzog, brother, I believe, it 
the Hertzogs who live in the fine place down toward Dloutierville. 
He had married a school teacher who had come down from Kentucky, 
and she mu t have been a shrew, since, when dying, she had all 
the servants brought to her bedroom and begged tneir p rdons 
for her meannesses. 


On the death of John's father, the estate had to be settled. 

I _ Several places had to be settled on different heirs and Aunt 

Dannie hoped to remain in Derry for it was on the railrotd and 
racieved mail twice a day, end besides it was convenient to get 
to and from on the trains. When the settlement was finally 
effect, however, Melrose fell to John, to Aunt -aramie's sur¬ 
prise and disappointment, I believe. John suggested that they 
continue to live in Derry, but as he woulu have to spend much 
.time at Melrose, ^unt Jemmie insisted that Melrose was the 
place where she would live. 

The condition of the house at that perioa left much to be 
desiped. ?or example, it took her almost a week to get rid of 
the snuff poxes which had been accumulating on the second floor. 
tj>or years, **unt ^anmie never got down through the gardens to the 
front gate. Her mother was living- with her, and when she arrived, 
she had two children. I believe six more were to be added to the 
family in the years immediately succeeding. 

And these were busy pars. "irst of all there were the children 
and aunt Jemmie taught them. School was in session from nine in th 
mornin. until three in the afternoon on the back gallery. They 
say she g ve instruction® that during this period no one was to 
interrupt her unless the house should catch fire. The house, 
at the same time was being nut through a series of alterations, 

^ improvements made with partitions being taken down to make the 
big library what it is today and to extend the kitchen backward, 
and so make room for the enlarge porportlons of the dinning room. 

Then there were the negroes and other colored folk. Aunt 
Jemmie was big enough to watch out for this brooa, too. 

Incidently there was the household which must run smoothly, 
and elways guests who parsed by Melrose.--sometimes drummers, 
too, who always found open house at -‘elrose. aome of th«e were 
very interesting too, ana through all these visitors and her 
corresnondence, “unt Jemmie was in touch with the world. 

As the years went along, the gardens were developed and 
extended .--all uucer "-unt Jemmie' b expert eye. The old blacksmith 
shop was transformed into a grinding house for sythes etc. , and 
then metomorphosed into the charming cabin where I am writing 
these lines,--with its glorious Louis XIV window with great 
fan light stretching more than a story high on the east well, 
and like the ample mantle of the fireplace opposite, comming from 
the Markoe house which was dismantled some year ago. 



u oon after Melrose was again sola at auction, Hertaog 
having taken much to drink and taking little interest in his 
property. It was then thatMa. Henry, who was to become Aunt 
(Jemmie'a father-in-law, bougth the place. 'Yhen AuUt Jarranie 
came up from Tibodou in lower Louisiana to come to northern 
Louisiana as the bride of John Henry, the latter's father 
owned several places in this section, ^unt -emmie ana John 
lived at a place near Derry. The father hau always kept a few 
rooms furnished at Melrose, as he came here with his wife et ch 
fan at ootto. weighing tin,., to or.r... th. hurv. et 


scraps on everything about Louisiana also L rew apace in 
-unt Jammies books. Before the fire last night she tola me of 
her first one which she started et the age of ten, and how when 
this original tripled in number, she thought she had about reached 
the limit. But time has’ seen them grow and grow until today they 
are at once the envy and wonder of scholars, historians, writers 
and alymen,—end still the good work go^s on although 57 years 
have gone by since the first one was started. 
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Hobember 4th '39. 

Slight frost last ni c ht. ^rose at six to frfurbish ray fire enjoy 
the dawn breaking through my greet window. , 

After breakfast, "tiny carae to fix to fix a bath room pipe 
that wos leaking. 

Puny has an asniring rersonclity, quite the contrary frorn^ 

-unt.-anraie's g rdener, Sam Brown, who elways makes me laugh wren 
Aunt Garamie sneaks to him, for as soon as she says "Sara Brown” 

Sam says "Yaassura” and before she h s finished her first sentaence 
he hi s said "Yassum" a hi If doiien times without bothering to Bee 
whether or not the answer calls for a positive or negative response. 

I return to Pun„ , however, auut Gammie tells me that he and 
his twin brother were mtae motherless when they were babies. It 
see ,n .8 a preacher called on the mother and shot her through the 
keyhole, which is something. Ihe ghastly details I shall try to 
pick ud later. Her twins hea been christened otave ana Gustave, 
but for obvious reasons they were re-christened Grook ana .‘uny, for 
the stronger baby h&a crooked legs. Puny grew up with <*unt Jr-raraie's 
children and is now in his fourties, I suppose, black, stalwart 
and something of a mechanic, elieve. He warned his hans for 
a bit before the fire fter his early morning 

chore was finished. I must contact him further for his obvious 
attempt at white man's worliness i3 amusing. 

Sarn Brown came later to interrupt my'mail, --beii\ in search 
of a rope which I haa pl.cea outside its accustomed place. It 
seems that otm rown was about to finish cleanly the remains of 
soot from the chimney that burned out last night. 

Aunt Ga ramie cbme iramedi tely after to hive mid-morning coffee 
ana to look over sceep books with me. Sac* to the mail, and 
Begis, Sara Brown's assistant in garden affairs, I b ather, came to 
set some traps for something that has b en trying to make the ni b hts 
noisy. Finished the mail and this included r let er to Mesdames 
Stanton at Windy Hill Manor as a kind of good will gesture in ad¬ 
vance of the descent we are planing to make on them shortly. 

Only five for dinner todiy, but conversation lacked/Jiothint 
in s"ite of the reduced diners. Gonversetion turned to things 
religious in the neighborhood and there was much laughing about 
Father becker in Gloutierville whom the Bi hop wants to transfer 

to ' s o meOLher puaL. -J. H. SttyS that the Heverend Father refuses to 

leave, and would sooner put hay in the churoh or possibly get a 
good Baptist minister to fill the pulpit if he is to be transferee. 
There is something else ubout Father Becker which seems Odd indeed, 
but is never the less true. Sometime a b o he built himself a small 
the tre near his church, ana having an eye for business, used to 
say Mass on Sundays and aviil himself of that opportunity to 

announce to his parishioners what pictures would ue sr.own during 
the week in his ‘theatre. 


Nov. 4 th--continued. 

vrtber Becker, it further appears, is especially anxious to 

.* Vn thiq vicinity because of his interest in a gin mil 
remain in this vioini y ginning time cones 

a r-var. r 8 ,r i, irtj. l t t an« 

ar.«:a 11 oertBU,ly 

will not be through any laoK of industry on his part. 

Aunt Gtmmie came over for coffee this afternoon, and talk turned 
to Windsor and our visit that we ore to make to that locality, r’rom 
that Doint on, plans of old plantation houses developed naturally, 
and we raided the library in the big house for folios containing 
marvelously complete drawings of plans, elevations, etc., of Louisiana 
pieces, ana these plans are delightfully supplemented by clippings 
and pictures which Aunt Garamie has collected. / 


Ye turned to the section on HOm'/OOD. built in 1830 by William 
Pugh., the Virginienwho went to bed one night as such ana woke up 
the next morning a North -erollnian. He was ripping made about this 
changing of the boundery line, and also because of the fact that 
he "was being eaten out of house and home" by travelers between two 
towns who always stopped at his place for the night, he sold his 
property sna took his family and slaves to Bayou LfFourche, where 
he built j/oodla-n. Greeted in a noble, restrained classical manner, 
Yoodlawn had a main building with flanking smaller buildings, connect¬ 
ed by galleries. Aunt Gamnie can remember going there as a child 
with her Mother who knew old Mr. Pugh. Aunt Gamraie says th t the 
interior was sumptous, but like its exterior, a pattern for restraint 
ana good teste. She says that child-like, she cannot remember 
very much about the place with the exception of one unique incident. 

The Pu 0 hs, liie most families, hea one member of the family that 
was slightly demented, and since ..n those days there was not in¬ 
stitutions for Buoh poor creatures, they naturally livod with the 
family. The Pugh's "problem child" was an ancient aunt of Mr. 

Pugh, a rather large woman who didn't walk. For what she lacked 
in foot pov.er, however she made up for in her ability to manipulate 
ing her wheeloheir, 7 -a contraption which fascinated little Cammie. 

As conversation waxed interesting for the family group end their 
guests, the maiden aunt grew restive, and accordingly got her 
ambulating ohair under way, so that shortly she was flying around 
the place, in one door and out the other, making a complete tour 
of the house, going like mad ana getting nowhere fast, much to the 
unconcern of the family,--and austensibly to the guests who appearantly 
never noticed this weird performance' that so tickled the risibilities 
of little Gammie, and hence the story sixty years later which mace 
both of us explode with lau b hter. 
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November .5th,— Sunday, 


w. 


Much corre spondexice t:.is morning until nine ti irty when 
Rite came to 8;,y’th t the Hauan would he ^lad to have me cone over 
for mid-mornin ooffee. Our conversation i^meai tely t ot unaer 
way cion,, the lines we always follow with that same marvelous 
findi fluidity of humor running through it is it always does when 
Aunt Ga ramie is present. But this pie.- sure w..s short lived as a 
ilr. Oibson came in the midst of things, ana being peaantic, he in¬ 
sisted on umn c about a lot of taxings that nobody cured about, 
but even AUxit »>ammie w .s equal to this by an occasional sligh remark. 

Dinner a little more e>.tensi7e than usual in quests at the 
board. After resting, we all took a riae tix miles into the 
btci country to call on Ghirles uazurette and his horse and colt. 

Charles used to be ^ord representative in ew Orleans and a 
cracker jack one they say, but his hearing failed, and so he car.e 
un to this re :ote place whidh he and his wife had ini.erited from 
some thoughtless relative. The wife continues to teach shcool 
in New Orleans while Charles lives on the place, putting the house,— 
or cabin back into order,—and tastefully, too, building a barn 
of Dephire, his cow and Ferdinand, the calf, and of course for 
his horse Dolly. 


I ^uass we must be 
him, elthoughthsre are 
here ana Charlies plbce 
neighbors because none 
him because they ara fr 
always wears a revolver 
accoustacan, but ho one 
point and they fc ive hi 
very much alone, but he 
poetry besides doing hi 
hooe so. 


about the neighbore who are nearest to 
of course plenty of ne^ro cabins between 
, the ne^oxes can not be classed as 
of them will have anything to ao with 
ightened to ueath bei’oause, as they sa^, he 
. The revolver, of course, is meiely an 
can convince the colored folk about that 
m a wide birth. Consequently Charles lives 
has a radio which he li^es t nd we writes 
s farm chores, so possibly he is happy. I 


In the evening back home, conversation turned to a journey 
Aunt Gemmie m&ae down to southern Louisiana and how she found 
her L randfather Garret’s birtn>.:pjtarestin t place, all during his 
life he had Insisted - ETTat when he died, he be buried in ancypress 
coffee so that his bones would return to oust as soon a- possible. 

But the vogue for iron caskets was on the go and couldn't be re¬ 
sisted, so tht when he died, he was pluocu in one of these metal 
coffins which were shaped li£« the human body and just about as 
thicK as a man, —if ot too fat. They were imported from Europe, and 
sometimes a glass was put in over the face. 

‘Vhen “unt -ammie visited th plantation, no one was certain 
whee the grave y rd might have been, but this, daunt **unt Gimmie, 
for she just hit out toward the field,--the weeds higher than her 
head. -After s.me tine, without having stumbled over any tomb stones, 
she met a man who 8 id he would ride his horse about through the 
awail, and if he tfound the place he would call to her and she could 

come in his direction. ‘his was o ne and before long she heard the 

call and following it, she found whet she had been searching for. 

“omehow, however, she founci ore than she had anticipated, because 

the iron casket was actually above ^rou.id. She thought of loading 
the cumber sane thing into her oar and bringing it b~CA to 

(xjt'uns — 




A 






14 


she hadn't taAen into aeooount her ne c or chauffer who absolutely 
refused to riae with such a strange missle in any car he drove. 

^nd so in considertion for him, she relinquished the project temporsr 
ily end contended herself fcy having the casket put back in the 
ground. Later, when fisiting the plantation again, she found 
the casket kicking about some niece. A he present owner told 
her t at he hac had it buried several times but somehow it was 
always coming up, and the bones would be g thered up and placed 
with the casket back in the earth. Thus were the wishes of her 
'•'randf. ther Gg.ret realized so far as his cyress casket went. 


There is another tale about *unt Gammie's great grandfather, 

Whose first name eluaes me, but his son's name was Isaac Irwin , 
end I record the latter's name, so that I may not forget to "cheok 
up on his father's first name at a later time. This great grandfather 
came to Louisiana early, sometime in the 18th century, from Nmhsville, 
Tennessee, where according to the story, he found that he had more 
slaves than he h8d land to make use of the labor, ana so instead 
of selling the slaves, he came down here to a place called Placking, 
or Pachem or s mething of the sort, retaining his fine UaBhvill# 
property, called Peach Blossom, to insure always having a home for 
his wife if things should not turn out well in Louisiana. Prom 
his point of view this was well, because he did die comparatively poor 
in his 1 estimation, leaving only about -3260,000 or v300,000. He 
had a fine estate in Louisiana, however, although his monetary holdings 
were reduced to the above figure toward the end of his life by 
lack of adequate supervision, because of the bottle. I believe that 
botji his homes, in Ne&hville end in Plachem still stand, although 
both are greatly altered. The Louifeiena one embraced one feature 
common to the period. Along the front gallery large tubs of water 
were suha half or three quarters of the way into the ground, so 
that the water would keep cool. '7hen thirsty -- for water — one 
would taAe a cup ana dip into one of these great jars for a re¬ 
freshing quench. Always the old man had been considerate of his 
colored people, and his body servant was promisbd, —and this was 
set down in his will, — that upon the old man's death, the servant 
would- be set free end given a certain sum of money. 

One day while walking in front of the gallery, the old man, 
cup in hand, bent over to dip out a drink,--and just what happened 
no one could ever say for sure.--ercent that the only man was found 
drowned, having gone head first into the great Jar, Speculation 
has always raged about the cause of his death,—some declaring that 
the servant had given him a gentle push, some saying that, he had 
committed suicide,—and this version has been recorded in certain 
theses since compiled, while others, —and **unt -emmie believes,— 
that the old man merely tumbled into the jar ana naturally could not 
fish himself out. I shall inquire further regarding nis name and 
append it here if a can find the sheet. 


th: name was Joseph Irwin —whose unfortunate ending so confused 
both famil anc historians. 
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November 6th —Monday. ^ 


Up early and dashed through a shower. Monstrosity, the 
biK *rav and white cat was my companion, havin^ beaten Uncle 
Shitf Foot to my door. 'Then Uncle ./hite Foot arrived I opened the 
door in welcome, but i-ionstorsity let out one U.e-oo of no uncertain 
meaning to Uncle - 7hite Foot aoparently,, for he turned tail and flew. 

The early morning news reiterated the Jity of Flint incident 
with its repercussions in diplomatic fields, but the item that 
was most striking to these ’’southern ears was the fact that 
President Roosevelt had driven through the snow to go to the Hyde 
Park church yesterday. I hope my little friends in ,ev; .or* 
escaped that early manifestation of ’Vinter which seems so far away 

down here. 

I took a si* or ei 6 ht mile walk uefore eleven, and on my 
return had a little'chat with -unt Jnramie. '.7hat a pity science 
hasn't invented a little collapsable machine tnat could record 
such conversations without having, them distracting by ti.eir 
visiaility. 

Dinner in reduced numbers,—only five present, ana after- 
w< rd to the African mushroom house with Mint -einmie who wanted to 
show me something there which she keens hidden from the colored 
people. It is a minature casket.--about a foot or 18 inches in 
length --with the other measurements in norportion, and the whole 
thing painted black. It came from be Soto Parris h and once had 
a part to play in the lives of certain inhabitants of the -ounty 
seat,-the place begins with II, but I don’t recall it erectly,-- 
somethin, like Maaison, which it isn t. But to get on with tne 
storyi It seems that a number of years ago,—during reconstruction,-- 
the Period should always begin with be instead of Re,—there was 
considerable trouble in maintaining any continuity in labor be¬ 
cause the negroes were forever packing up tneir duffle in one place 
and moving overnight to another. Being superstitious, the correction 
of this cripplinghebit could easily be corrected if one could only 
hit upon an idea, and the black ces*et was it. Frei.ueutly on 
Buna ays the negroes would wenaer off to find a different cabin to 
live in, 6no that night they would move, but being long on talk, 
they usually spoke of their plans to anyone they chanceo to meet. 

It was therefore not difficult to know where a family might be 
heading for before he had reached his cabin to pack up his belingiiigs, 
and it was then that someone would take the black casket and , witrout 

bein* seen, place it on the doorstep of ; he chosen habitation, 

arriving at tr.eir newly selected quarters, the negroes would consider 
tiis ces*et as a evil omen of vast portent, ana would accordingly 
fly back to the place they hail from as fast as they could shuffle. 

It seems curious that tney never *eot going in any other direction 
than beck home, for if they hao done so, of course, there wouldn t 

have been much point in planting the casket in the firBt place. ..ut 

the ways of these people are not to be unuerstood readily, ana the 
important thing is that they inevitably aid return to their point 
of origin, so that this little casket really did play a noteworthy 
p f r t in netting the locality settled down. Naturally aunt Ueramie s 
consideration for her own colored people irapellc here to keep this 
magical casket out of sight, i dou bt if this story has ever been 
recorded, : _ . ' . _ ___ 
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November 6th. 


Up early and a long walk to Montrose; along Gain River and back, 
probably eight miles or so. Back in time for dinner, after wich 
“unt -arnmie and I explored the Black -offin in the Mushroom House 
as described above, and then she rounded up isom Biown, the 
Yesssum M an, Aegis, and a couple of other dusky youths to deliver 
her pecanes to the store for sale. I can never get over how much 
like kittens these people are,—always in a playful frame of mind, 
tumbling around over each other, and invariably ready to frisk 
about in herum-skarum confusion whenever Mint -aramie sbys; "Now 8am 
Brown, you..." with Sam n r own always ohiming in "Yesssum" before 
anyone gets a chance to get further than the first couple of words 
in the sentence. I often wonder if he realizes what a razz seems 
to impregnate that "Yasssum", so somehow he always seems to be 
proclaiming the sudden realization of s me Heaven-born truth regard¬ 
ing some great and unalterable law of the Universe, even though 
the interrupted sentence in its entirety may be of no more consecuenc 
than-."How you, Sam ^rown, you fly up stairs and get Hr. Francois 
a match". Such leveling of everything to a certain valueof 
questionable account cannot help but set me wondering if he is 
merely acting dumb and poling fun at the world and everybody in it 
for ever having the nerve to think or do anything. 

But it is fun to watch him perform, for he never moves beyond 
the pale of "Yasssum" and rolling his eyes in surprize, no matter 
how commonplace the ramar* may be. But 1 guess in some respects 
he must a be a little lacking, for "unt -arnmie says aam Brown 
always babbles everything he heirs, ana surely this is no sign 
of conceal wisdom, and it seems to me I sense a certain fiigity 
and disdain in ^rank's attitude toward him, for Frank can witness 
or overhear anything, yet no one ever hears him refer to it. But 
Frenk is unique and consequently a little bit alone among the others, 
but his confidence which the household gives him no doubt recompenses 
him for the void between him and the rest of the house servants 
like 6am ^rown and Regis who ere always together carering about 
the place, "Yassun-ing" when in the presence of members of the 
other race, but .lw.-ys giggling and jumping about when, os is usual, 
the tow of then are working together alone. 

The mail was good yesterday. A short note from Stewart and 
one from Lydia Lee which did my heart much good. It contained 
phrases that we all found good, ana clipping that we shall explore 
later. A large package also arrived,—a gift boy. from the office, 
with a lovely card signed by all my former associates which always 
does something to one in contemplating the extraordinary place 
friendships hold in our lives. A grand scrapbook, marked Louisiana, 
much typewriting paper and carbon, cigarettes, magazines and papers 
from L. 









From the 


FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPER S/ #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


17 

Hovember 7th, r 39 — Tuesday. 

Gray sky todey but no liklihood of rain with the temperature 
balmy so that the fire is more for the cosy atmosphere than 
for prosaic purposes,--what with all the windows ana floors open. 

Huoh mail in the morning ana after dinner Aunt -ammie visited 
me and we rbU over the story of the Prince of Puta-Jallon 
together in anticipation of our visit to Foster's Mound shortly. 

-u.it -aramie dictated a few pages from her c or respond on ce with 
a lady in Alexandria, recounting the story her lli year old 
Mandle had had told her. 

As is t ener lly known, there is a vrst line of demarcation be¬ 
tween the negor ana the mulatto, the latter feeling ver^ superior 
to the former. This feeling is particularly manifest when the negro 
invades the mulatto church for the formers funerbl service, as some¬ 
times happens the the negro may be too remote for convenii.ece in 
holding the services. Once a local curate, presiding over a mulatto 
church, held a fair in Nachitoches, anb purposed to put a banner 
over the tent of his church's booth bearing the sign: Prep oh -rjoLe. 
i'his is probably what the mulatto would have liked to have emblazoned 
on the sign,--even though most of them cannot read. It is true of 
course, that many if not mo. t of tne mulattos are descended from 
early French Greoles, but their color prevents them from making 
■•’rench ^reole their label, since tnere ai e too many pruud white 
descendants of the sume or similar parentage.--minus the color. 

But it was only yesterday tnat I learned why the mulatto is 
so resentful of being called a mulatto. Of course, it was Aunt 
Gammie who solved this mysetery. I t seems that a n*t ro servant had 
some discussion with a mulatto with a mulatto cooc in the Kitchen 
of the big house. The argument reached its zenith when the negro 
called the cook a mulatto. One of them, in reporting the disturbance, 
to -*unt '■’arnmie saidc^You now, Madam, that nigger called us mulatto. 
Ana we all aint mulattos because you know we can px reproduce our 
Kind, and everybody knows that no mule can. Ho, mam, we aint no 
muluttoes". Jurious, now just one sentence like that can unlock 
all the resentment that a people feel for the name that is j_iveri them. 

Sister anu family for dinner, and just at it’s close, Robina 
arrived from -hrevccort. Later in the evening, She and aunt Gammie 
came aver to my house ana we read aloud tne Sidnor story about 
th African Prince who became a slave in Natchez where we expect to 
go tomorrow, to visit the plantation where he lived. 
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Nov. 8th —Tuesday. . 


Up early and through a shower and shave, with a leisurely 
breakfast before thecheerful hearth which is more d *®°**f|;** 
than necessary, what with the balmy air ano bright 8U » S !?^* 
streaming through a gauze lice cloud of early mist, A 
music anu news on the radio and much warblin b from the moccih 6 
bird in the peaane tree outside my beloved Quatorae window. 

Over to the big house a little after • i b' h J* w ^ Cn t 

all ready and -unt Camie with a smart loocin b hat on—the first 
time I have ever seen her wear one, —seeing the *J**?*® J?* r * 
and pointing out final instructions, including •^nl.tionB 
not to burn the house down while we are away, a few moments 
more and we are on our wa^ down the three mile 1-ne to ard 
Uontrose,—and on to the main highway,—headed toward Hatchez. 

Passing first through Nachitoches, Aunt Gammie recounts 
the stories of many an old house in the town,--older by 
far than Hew Orleans .—pointing out the lovely iron work on 
some of the gallerys, anu recounting humorous tales of 
stnuggles between the old ana the new streams of civic 
devslopement which forever surge through these 
place. Then on across the Grand ^oor# anu the Rea River, 
with much information . — sprinkled with hlmor, concerning 
activities here before the ^evolution and during tr.e oon- 
federate War. Through lon 6 stretohes of pine 
than usual in the morning sun, anu on through Winfield where 
Huey Long had started from, andso along to Trout where we 
had a blow-out, quickly patched up, ana tnence through the 
vast flat plains, dotted hero and there by clumps of trees 
indiciating the presence of plantation houses •"*£!?! n ° r ® 

ulains where Natchez Brahmins had gathered gold from their 
ootton crops to build their mansions across the River in 
Mississippi. 

Pinaly to Perriday,—an old town which has been moved 
back.from its old position nearer the River by the Govern¬ 
ment which is cutting a canal through the site oJ th * °*° 
town to straighten the course of Olu Mi88,—and they save 
Hatchez. At Perriday w* noticed vast construction on tha 
emplacements for the new brigae which leads to Hatchez,--and 
when finished, will eliminate the isolation ana muoh of the 
almost forgotten ante-bellum charm which it typified so well 
last Bummer when we were there and when the P** ed 

road was fourty mileB away and this fabulous Plantation 
region was a veritable forgotten Rldorado of Architectural 
and historic grandeur. 

7e crossed on the ferry in bright sunshine about nook, 
surveying the cliffs of Natchez on the opposite shore. I 
suppose it is because I have had the place in mind so often 
during the pa 3 t ye:.r that it seemed as though I were merely 
returning to the town after a morning's drive. 


H 
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November 8th, oout. 

We climb the road from th ferry to the town, remarking upon 
the old, sinister looking "dives" of Natchez-unaer- the-Hi 11, were only 
last summer, in altering a place, a dozen skeletons had been uncovered 
in one cellar, and contrasting this life of such a hell-hole of 
steamship cays with lovely MagnoMa-in-the Vale,—just beyond, where 
a lumber company is doings its best to clutter up what it left 
of the fabulous ola gardens,--once the price of the River, end now 
for the most part gone into the gray waters of the stream itself. 

Ye headed straight for Edith “yatt Moore's ana found her at 
lunch. Looking well, ana as corai.,1 as ever, she apologized for 
not having done much with correspondence, and would have ponfcttinued 
the conversation indefinitely if we had not suggested that we go 
to eat, and she avail hereself of the interim to prepare for her 
trip tomorrow which she is to make into Iowa and Heaven knows were 
to lecture to Museums and Garden Gluts on Natchez,--and the Pilgrimage. 
Only some slippers that were being dyed disturbed an otherwise 
open afternoon which she would like to spend with us. Dyed slinpers, 

I thought,--we haven't been in this town five minutes, and its 
curious atmosphere is already getting into my hair. 

And so * k obina and •«*unt ‘.ammie and I went to lunch. It was 
hot,--and Aunt Oarnmie had already foresa*.eu her hat,--ana I liz.* 
a nut, wore mine, ana left it in the restaurant, 3ut I eventually 
got it. 

Bactk to -j-rs. Moore's ana nothing to do but I must go to the 
beck of the house to see the cat Which we had rescued as a starving 
kitten last summer in ueserted Belmont Plantation. It was darker than 
igypt in color and as wild as a Tartar in behavior. Then I had to 
meet an energetic darkie who told me he was not John greenley, as 
Mr8. Moore had introduced him, but rather he was John Greenly, 
decon of the of the Springvale Baptist -hurch. With this impor ant 
correction accomplished, this pillar of the church 1 net on his 
axe as though both of ub had a nice lon c afternoon to spend in 
senseless ana idle chatter, but I was thinking of my friends in 
the car, and the weather which was hot, and of Foster's Mound which 
I wanted to find before Llrs. Moore had to leave us in quest of 
her dyed slippers. The negor was talking right tlon^, end i remember 
hearing him Qb.j : "I'se & powerful sneaker. I can say the biggest 
words and when 1 aen spea*. up hare in Yazoo Gity, I says:"'Priends, 

Population anf beloved Brethern'.But Time was marohing on. 

I was determined to march, too. Ana so I broke in on him, telling 
him that I was impressed and that I would be back in Natchez again 
and that I would come to his church some a ay when he wasn't so busy 
and hear the whole Eneech ano some singing, too, if he would like to 
warble for me. He agreed as how he'd do that, and sowe returned 
to the car and the three ladies and I headed toward Washington, Miss. 


». 
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November 8th - continued 


It's five miles from Natchez to .Yashington ,--a fine cement 
highway, with many a fine ana historic house along the way, includ¬ 
ing ^evereux ana an adjacent neighboring property, ouilt in the 
grand manner of the 18b0's near YsxxlKglMx Natchez and the 
charming planter type house of Mr. “ales with its sweet little 
red brick church near Washington. Between these two points, there 
are numerous ro^as that turn off to right and left, and if these 
were followed, one would find fine plantat ons at the end of each, 
and in many cases, roads that divided from these secondary routes 
that would lead to other plantations. It is really astonishing 
how many of these houses still remain, but ven more astonishing 
how many there were that have long since disappeared, ltd. Wales 
remarks iw^his diary that "on every little hillock in this region 
on may see a splendid villa for miles around". This was written 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and before the spair 
of a hundred years had gone, scores of these had disappeared and 
scores of new and finer houses haa replaced them, just as a hundred 
years before Mr. "ales a whole net work of plantations l.ad existed, 
flourished, faded ana re-appeared. 

At /ashing,ton, we turned snarply to the left, and tralea 
alone, a forgotten road about five miles, turned then to tne n^ht 
anu traveled anot er mile, parsed the Dangerfield plantation v»itn 
its story of the duel over the hand of its beautiful heiress and 
its limitations of property contiguous to that of boloael poster. 

We turn slightly right -gain, descend a gulley, cruss a little bayou, 
up the other side, and a few hundred yards beyond we turn in at a 
white painted gate. This is Colonel Poster’s place. The country 
rouna about is flat, with a pleasantly planted yard or garden to the 
right, while to the left rises abruptly out of the plain the 
famous, --but unknown --Poster's Mound. Obviously created by 
Indians long ago, this mound, perhaps two or three hundred feet 
long and a hundred feet wide, is surrounded at its base by 
a luxuriant green hedge, and rising gently up a grassy slope, 
is encircled by 6 igantic old live oaks which half screens the 
fine old Poster home wnich crowns the mound. 

It is. —like the mojd itself, a long oblong pile .--with 
a nailery running along the entire front of tne house, and another 
in duplicate running across the oppoeite sid%. Mounting' the stepps 
up the side of the mound, we step onto the front gallery,—one 
story high, —the other half story of the nouse concealed behind the 
gallery roof. The oeiling of'the g-llery is painted blue, and the 
white square columnes define the limits of this elevateu promenade, 
seeming not unlike a precious Mount Vernon set in a grove. 
windows on both gallerys are almost as ample as the entrace itself, 
with this a? cention, that they lack about a foot of reaching the 
floor of the gallery. But if one notices it, this remaining foot 
of space is divided into two little aoors on hinges, so that at 
will, these may be swung oven with the windows, so that one may 
step from the rooms,, on to the gallery, when these are open, without 
taking a step over what otherwise would seem a basebo-rd. 
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November 8th, —continued. 

step into the hall of this oharming plantation horaa 
whare Prince had worked for so long as a sl*ve. tha hall runs 
straight through tha housa from tha front gallery to tha back ona. 

A curved arch overhead indicatas tha middle of tha hall and of tha 
housa. Jo tha left is a series of rooms, one suit ftoing t,. e 
front gallery and tha other tha rear gallery. I imagine these 
may have bean tha bedrooms of tha first floor in oolonel Poster's 
day. Jf Haturning to the hall again, we explore tha other 
rooms, laid out in tha same manner as tha others,, that is tha 
housa being divided in two tha 1 ng way, each of tha roomB.-.-and 
the.* ire rtore on this end —facing either the front or tha hack 
gallery. I imagine these rooms ware the living rooms, drawing 
rooms and dinning rooms. There are several fireplaces in each 
eana of the house, with closets behind them for koepin 6 clothes 
warm in winter,--ano possibly fooa, too, after it had Lean transported 
from the iit:oh#8 which ware in the rear of the Hound. 

The Poster plantation itself, so ti-i as is known, was established 
oy the famous Lionel's f ther,—an officer in tha American Revolution 
.ViiO came to lisaissippi with his family from North Carolina. The 
rosters were successful planters, ana after n vin built this 
plantation on the top of tha Mounu, the old man continued to live 
here for a nu oar of ye rs, when at his death*, the property passed 
to -olona 1 ■coster, wno operated the place suocessfuly, and of 
course became prominent not only because of his stanuint in tha 
community as a straightforwuru ana wealthy planter, but also be¬ 
cause of his possession of the African Pdrican Prince. The family 
graveyard is across the road and down toward the bayou a bit, and 
in January when the weeds are down, we shall explore this spot 
anu eo & in further particulars retarding the -olonel, i.is iady 
ano several of his children who are doubtlessly buried there. 

A oday the house is owned by the State of Missisiippi as an 
experimental station. 

I don't recall exactly where 1 stopped, as five hours h. ve 
elapsed since the paragraph immediately above. Alexander 
wooloott and Hr. Henessy arrived at four this afternoon in time 
for coffee, followed by supper ana are now in Lyle's oabiu,--asleep 

But to get baoi to Poster's Hound. As one enters the place 
from the main road, one may follow the old carriage path which 
drives airectly before the mou*a,—lengthwise, ana at the far 
ena, swings in a graceful curve slowly upward, coming to an 
ena in a little courtyard immediately to the rear of the house, 
letting the travelers in the ola aa^s out on the rear gallery. 

In a room just inside, a snail staircase ran up to the second 
floor whioh was dividea into three rooms, — one lar fc e central 
one, ana two large cheery rooms at the far enas of the house. 
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November 8th.--continued. 


Prom the rear gallery, one looked down on the fields 
stretching out below. About three hundreea feet to the left, 
ana well back from the road stood the former slave quarters, 
where Prince obviously lived while at the Mound. These slave 
quarters of brick have long since disappeared, but Mr. Mallorie 
who is councected with the Mississippi Sxperimental Station tells 
me that in ploughing, these old briok.8 are frequently uncovered. 

■*o the right of the hou$e, ano possibly half a mile away,-- 
although possibly a little nearer, is daint fnuis Catherine's 
Oree* and Bayou where prince once ran when he he haa been at 
the Mound only a short time after his arrival from Africa. 

Starvation and insects eventually Impelled him to return to the 
plantation, ana it was then that Mrs. Poster nursea him bao*. to 
health, incidently breaking nis spirit of obstreperousness so that 
durint the years that followed, he became one of the most faith¬ 
ful of Slaves. One story has it thet he became a house servant, 
although tnis seems rather strange, for if he haa been one, I 
cannot imagine how he should nave been at Washington, Miss. , 
with plantation sweet potatoes for sale on the day that his old 
friends of African aays shoula have passed that way. 

Mr. Mallorie was very kind, loaded us with quinces, and told 
many a tale about the Mound,--the seven or possibly four other 
Mounds on the plant tion where w oy scouts cone after rains to gather 
up nottery and airrow heads, according to an old Bit ve on the 
place, who says his grandfather told him the story, the mound 
on which the residence is built was made at the order of an Indian 
chief who was almost washed out with his Village while camping 
on that ground when St. -atherine’s Creek became entangled by 
lots ana tnus floodea the flat plain. The idea was that tnis 
lont rectangular mound should be constructed to knmx build 
his oamp site on so as to be sure of avoidi. g feet feet a second 
time. With all the other raounas about the plantation, this 
story seems r ther unlikely, although no one ever aung into the 
one on which the resiaence is loc ted, so that theory been t been 
investigated.--and I hope never will. 

We too*. a few photographs of the liounu before leaving, but 
I presume these may be of questionable interest, since the gi- 
- antic live-oaks which surround the place caBt such a heavy- 
shade that little or nothing of the house itself will show. 


But time was pressing, ana w# were headed toward Windsor, 
wnich we wanted to 3ee before dark, and so we returned to 
Washington, ano hence to Payette ano Lorman whence we* turned onto 
a gravel road, ana shortly were in the traces again, in the 
ola highway tnat lead to Alcorn College, the negro school wnich 
was instituted at Jefferson -allege whioh tnis used to be before 
the -onfederate War. It was wnere many a rich planter's son re¬ 
ceived his formal education. 
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Nov 8th —o ntinued. 

At Alcorn we stop-pec for a moment to view tn* famous iron 
8t«ps in front of the lovely classic portiocec. bui-luing,— the 
steps having come from the ruins of Windsor. Whence we drove 
to the ruins two miles beyond Alcorn, for the sun was *,ettin b 
low, and we wanted to see them "before A too late since aunt 
v-ammie and Hobina had never been there before and would accordingly 
lias to get more than just a passing impression. Rooina was 
disappointed in their size when she saw them from afar, but was 
properly i pressed when sue had re. chcd them, i'he are on a plain 
where now only a few giant liv*-oaks stand, but once the whole 
property was covered by these marvelous tr-es. . 

It was dark when we left, but we decided to return to Natcrez 
by vay of Rodney, the o~aa little town which once had teen a 
great River port for that plantation rs fc ion, but which hau sudden¬ 
ly receedad in i portanee when the tempermentsl old Miss suddenly 
moved e 5 L .ht miles away from her former course, raving * l odney 
high and dry. 


All the :ay ho e, 'rs. Moore told us of local Natchez news, 
the highlight of which was th t Mrs. Swann /ho had entertained 
Christian and me last year t Homewood, >J ch she has so lavishly 
spent money on witth such infinite good taste, had een asked to 
resign from the Garden *lub, so that her house is no longer on 
the “'ilgrimage, ws. Moore says the resignation was in order be- 
casue Mrs. Bwauu pinched some of the visitors during Pilgrimage 
I guess the» must be more to this story—much hox e, — since Mrs. 
Moore, I'm afraid, never aid like Mrs. Swann. 

All four of us arrived at the Burton restaurant wheie we had 
dinner and chatted for a while afterward before spying goodbye 
to Mrs. Moore who leaves tomorrow on a lecture tour. I am 
wouaering, how ever she came out with those dyed slippers. 
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November 9th. -Thursday. 

Natchez seems more busy in natters of business this year 
than last. After talcing Mrs. Moore home, we looked for a place 
to stop, and found that most of the hotels and hones we had 
known last year were full-up. "?• aeeodingly scouted around a 
bit ana found a suite at Hotel Lola. LIy bed was ante-bellum in fact 
1 cannot remember .aver having slept on a cleaner "park bench" or 
a harder one. -. ”>• 

Before leaving “rs. Moore we admonished her not to mention our 
presence in Natchez, for we felt she might report it to the 
DEMOCRAT. and if we were mentioned in that paper the whole town 
would*be after us as soon as they read their morning paper. Mbs 
W.11 at the Briars had invited •“■unt -ammie to stay with her whenever 
in Natchez, and while the home is lovely--Mrs. Jefferson Davis' 
girlhood home,—we couldn't let anyone know that we were in town 
or there would instantly start up a round of come here ana come 
tnere, and our visits to the olo plantation houses in the surround¬ 
ing neighborhood would disintergrate into a elegant bog of teas and 
suppers ana evenings here there and the other, and we would have 
no chance to do what we pleased. 

e accordingly were up and aoing at a little after seven, 
ana headed first for Windy Hill Manor with a view of inviting 
Mesdames Stanton to dine with us at noon in town. The five or 
six mile drive to their beautifully situated ruin is a joy to the 
eye and the imagination. The cement road is one of the lovely old 
traces, with glorious ditches on either side of the highway, over 
which arches magnificent old live-oaks ana magnolias, bannered 
with torn draperies of. Bpanish moss and arabesque vines.. Turning 
from the main highway, we entered the plantation itself, and drove 
down winding roads and up ana up more winding traces, noting 
along the two miles progress the remains of the ola brick terraces 
that had once been the glory of their mother's landscaped garden's, — 
now all but lost from view. 

Up one final stretch through these woods, and the long- 
greensward of Windy Hill Manor spread out before us, flanked on 
three sides by luxuriant trees ana flowering bushes, with the 
fourth side punctuated by the white columns of the dilapidation 
which is the “■anor*. 

A he porch had the usual accumulation of curious cast iron 
furniture*of the Victorian A^e, some curious brackets to hold 
plants,--und at the far end of the porch where the rain must always 
beat when there is a storm was placed a wonderful olu mahogny 
secretary,--low as an ordinary dinnin^ table, anu 3tanain fc on 
a single central pedestal of pleasant linps. A ‘h« top of the desA 
was open and one could see many little pigeon holes where once 
sweetscented billet-doux or possibly papers of vast import had 
nested,—but the whole lovely piece now consigned to diintergration 
by a whim of Miss Elizabeth as we later learned. 

Ranged on the door maaly but couldn't rouse a soul. 

We waited teH or fifteen minutes, knowing that it always takes 
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the girls hours to make up their minus, besides, it was only 
about nine in the morning ana probably^they hadn't removed their 
Lady Later at such an hour. 


finally we heard the b runt door squeak ever so slightly, and 
Miss Maude's voice called out "Y/no'a there:" 

When 8he heard that it was Mrs. Henry, she said: "Hot Miss 
Gamraie" and when assured that it was even so, she said "’Vhy come 
rifcht in". 

Ho -unt Jammie, not having seen Miss Maua as yet, pushed the 
aoor open but she found the hall with its lovely staircase void of 
an human being, for in the twinkling of an eye, Miss Maud had 
bolted from the entrance door to one leadin,. to a former drawing 
room on the right and had 1 barricaded herself securely from sight 
behind it. 

5 ?.plaining that she was just pealing onions and could not 
therefore greet such distinguished gu-sts, she asked Aunt Camnie 
•* to W8it for a few mo ents while she could bet herself prperly 
gowned, but Aunt “ammie hastened to explain that w# were not 
there for a call at such an early hour, but hau merely dropped 
by to ask them all to come to lunch in Hatched with us at noon, 
explaining that we would return for them at twelve to pick them 
up, but Miss Maude declined to accept. r'here was hurried whisper¬ 
ing behind the door—obviously with the other two graces, ana 
then it was explained that Miss Elizabeth was not well enough 
to journey to town but that they would be delighted to have us 
return this afternoon for tea. Later in the uay. Miss Mauu# ex¬ 
plained to Aunt Camraie that in reality Miss Slizabeth was perfectly 
able to go to town, but the plain fact was that she simply uidn't 
have a 6 own that was suitable for her to go to lunoh in town with 
UB. 


And so we said Au revoir to our unseen hostess ana returneo to 
Hatched. called on Mrs. Johnson, the mulato widow of the well- 

icnowa mulato nr. Johnson who died in Hatched last summer while 
we were there. Mrs. Johnson has been disposing of some of the 
Dr. Johnson's library.--Louisiana State University having bought 
some of it. She is also selling some of their furniture.--several 
of the pieces being fine, and Robina wanted to purchase a little 
glass-covered oloca. MrB. Johnson is a ainaly woman,--possibly 
between fourty and fifty but rather inclined toward timidity. 

She let “unt “ammie ana me go through- some of her books but most 
of them were in cases and we shall h^ve to look at those later in 
the year, -/a did enjoy looking though two large volumes, however, 
ono the issues of a New Orleans paper of 18H9, containing cuxlous 
notices, advertisements regarding steamboat travel, auctions, 
local gossip etc., ana another volume of a Hatched paper for the 
y , ar 1936, I think, equally intersting in its mirror like re¬ 
flection of an age which was golden in Hatched. 7 e asked if 
she cared to sell them and she wasn't sure. Obviously she wanted 
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through Mrs. Moore, still a little uncertain as to whether she 
should get rid of anything before Mrs. Moore had Passed on it. 
fhere is another reason, too, as she explained to *obina, 
that is she loved her husband dearly and even though she may 
never read most of the books herself, she loves to fondle them 
frorq time to time beoause he loved them so much. 

While discussing the cloci with ^obina, she furti or explained 
~o her that the life of the mulato was not an oaBy one, being 
caught between two color lines and thus having to ride twice as 
* p torra as the negro must, "for a hundred and fifty years 
we have had to bear this", she confided to Hobina, "and in spite 
of the experience of hardship, it aoesn t grow easier. 

Hobina eventually got the cloo*., but we didn't get the 
Hew Urelans ana Hatched newspapers, but we probauly shall a little 
later. nunt dammie, grand as aver, invited Mrs. Johnson to 
Melrose to see the library here. Mrs. Johnson was touched, and 
promised to come over sometime, possibly with Mrs. Moore when 
an if‘she comes. 

Hobina remarked to “unt ^amraie that she tfc'Oght she was 
noble to issue the verbal invitation, particularly in view of the 
probl ras that it ould create here at Melrose, but *mnt “ammie, 
with her usual disregard for problems wavea the considerationx 
as de merely sating:" Of that's all right, darlin, when .Ids. 

Jotaso* r.aoLs Ll.lros., «.'U hw.il. thbt sltuutio; i» Bom. v»«y. 

I'm going to entertain Mrs. Johnson ana we’ll have dinner even 
though I may have to engineer a pine* to '■'rand neore to get 
food into everyone". 

It seems the problem of having a mulato as guest at 
M.irose is oomr'lio* ted by the fact that so many of the servants 
are nulatos here and there would be a rumpus is that camp if 
a ulato came here as a guest,-but sat -ammie will rice that 

storm lright. 

I suddenly recall something 1 heard yesteraay regarding the 
negor and mulato business in these parts. It seems that all the 
negooes herouboutB celsbrote ^mancipation nay —June 
a kind of fourth of July.--much pincio ana general carrying os. 

It would be unthinkable for them to labof on June 19th. But 
on June 19th, every mulato on the place insists upon working,— 
they will even stagger from sick beds where they be passing 
out to labor on Ju£i 19th, because June 19th fo. them is no holiday 
because they say that mulatoes aren't negors ana never were slaves 
and will work harder that day than any other in the year Just to 
make their position in the color line clear. 

A ter 1 aving -‘■rs. Johnson's we starteu out in a search for 
an old aeserted mansion of which we had heard yesterday, — one for 
80 roe strange reason Mrs. Moore hau never heard of. It reported 
by a oouole of youths who had been tourning the region on bicycles 
las y“,r, and I thought the opportunity excellent to explore it. 
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November ffth -continued. 

We accordingly took the high roau toward ashington, and 
pavette. and we spun along pretty fast, talking much of the 
plantations that were hidden away at the end of the numerous 
little roads that turn off the main highway every few hunorec rods. 

At Lorr.an, we turned right on a gravel rone, called t , 

ana continued for two miles. Tners we turned to the right, entering 
the drive of Hayman Plantation,-I am uncertain of Jhe spelling, 
but the woru iUunirs-^ 2 T-SayRan. Continuing along this plantation 
road for .bout a half mile, b oin 6 up ana down minor grades, e P-cseQ 
by fine old oak trees ano evidences of, hedge plantings which 
indicated the arive of the roaa in aays of its uepqrtea glory. 

t j s stonpea our car about a hundred feet from a great sad 
portioced house which stooa at the far end of what hau once ceen 
a hedged g&raen and approachea the house, a numoer of sweet little 
colored ohilaren we re vetoing over the flower bsas and from berind 
the columns. iaa exact replica of -unt Jemima ceasea her labor 
at the foot of the front flight of steps, resting her as on the 
erert chuncks of wood which she had been splinting into kinoling 
wood. She greeted us politely anc referred us to the -Us bus 
when we asked if we might see the house, -he Missus proved to 
be a young colored woman—in early twenties. I should sty, ana 
mother of the half aozen pickaninies who by now were quietly 
standing about the gallery line oi ickens expecting to be Mint 
car.eful not to make any miss-steps before the grain is sowed c-.ore 

them. 

In a sweet voice, "the Missus” sowed us the house, pointing 
out that she only swept the lower floors because just that toox 
all day most,--which I ooula readily imagine might be true. ~t 
the same tine, my mind turned toward that oia house up in 
Louisiana that "-unt -amraie has visited, -hat hou se has a quarter 
mile of'gallery, so they only sweep part “oflt, fearing, ana justly 
I suppose th: t the broom situation might otherwise easily get out 
of hand. 

But returning to dayman: The front of the house is not 
unliie that of Melrose in **atchez,--but slightly lar b er, i should 
say. It seems to me that the columns are larger and th, t the house 
itself is wider. Steeping into the entrance, we tur.. about and 
drink in the glorious color of its Bohemian glass siae lights tna 
fen. Over the door is the woru "Shroaer —1857." A 'he hall is 
heroic and runs straight from front to rear of the house, ith a 
fine mehogny railed staircase starting upward near the rear door, 
and slanting toward the front of the hall, ■‘•he fan aim sioelights 
of the rear door are equal1 in color ana beauty to those of the 
front. Returning to the entrance, we turn to the room at tr.e 
right of the hall. It is enormous, containin fourrnr five windows 
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two windows looking' out on the portiocs, probably,—anu these 
with the little foot-high gates below the window itself so tin t 
the guests in the house might step directly from the room onto 
the gallery,—and two windows on the adjacent wall, with a fine 
large fireplace in tween these, i‘he next wall,--and opposite the 
windows looking on the oortico is as huge a set of folding or 
sliding doors as I have ever seen in an old ’'lantetion house. 

All the hardware,—knobs, keyholes, etc in these rooms are in 
silver. There are beautiful plaster cornices, handsomely decorated. 
In the corner of the room is a regulation size bed, which looks lost 
in the room, ana in the other corner next to the folding doors e 
poor Kind of dresser. -°oth the dresser anu bed look spotless and 
clean. The floor is well swept too, making it seem even more 
barren, A suppose, >Ve pass through the b rcat folding doors and 
into a room of the same nu fc « porportions, which is-a rtupliacte 
of the room we have just left,--huge windows, beautiful/ plaster 
work, etc. This room leads to a bacA. gallery of the house which 
once was screened for some of the olu blinds are still hanging on. 

We cross the grett hall that leads through the center of the house 
and find two more rooms exactly balancing the two we have just 
left. Still the sfime fireplaces, plaster worx., silver ht-rdwsre, 
etc. 

■‘e then mount the stairs ana find on the second floor the 
replica of the same grett hall with fine sice lights ana fan 
windows at each end with their beautifully colored glass, and 
on each side of the house a swite of two rooms each duplicating 
those below, ana e oh containing the same fine old fireplaces, 
ate., with this additional feature, -- the windows in many of 
the rooms are .artially out anu plaster has fallen in grat gobs 
all 07&r the place. I don't wonder the poor kino "missus” doesn't^ 
sweep up here. 

We mount another staircase from the seounostor^ hall, ana 
reach the antic. **e had all hoped there might be some forgotten 
bdOts or biro-abrac up here, but nothing at all remains of the 
treasures that un nostioulTbly filled this mansion at the time when 
cotton 1 as making millionaires and the 'Confederacy had not been born. 

'Ye return to the first floor again, make one more tour, and then 
exolore the rear of the building, noting where the slave ouarters 
may h-:ve been and following the brick sidewalks from the house 
to where the kitchen and offices were probably locf ted. Baok to 
the left of the house are great cisterns buried beneath the ground. 
Beyond was obviously some kind of a c aruen.--either vegetable or 
flower. 

“e return to the frunt gallery, tu*e pictures of the entrance, 
with the present occupants of tne place groupeu before the door, 
as yet we a ow nothing of the history of hayraans, but we shall find 
it one aay. It is high noon, ana we must get olca to Watch#z 
f.or luncheon, but the thirtyfive mile arive is somewhat subdued 
because all of us are thinking much "and regretting the deserted 
pride and wreQA of sweet Saint «loud"--aB -*ir Waller Bcott might 
have expressed it. 
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**oY ember 3 th " continued. 

uunoh.ou done, w.'hdad for Windy Hill ISsuor. A oar la just 
Vi HP- h q W 9 drive up before the house, ana to our delight -liss 
ilillbSth is sUndiBg P on the front steps, speeding the aepartin* 
Ilth SuSto. «d welcoming us with an artistic sweep of her 
f’ rm " a. (iaqaend and pay our colmoliroents to the eldest member 
oJ ihil «t“o?ai“ry aid Odrious trio, -las <ilisabcth Is wearing 
It i^rmois sJai hut. something of a cross b.tv.slk a P«J»» 

aid wSt.v.r ah. creams la attrastive. «« jr..n Is 
some bo rt*of*dlack lao.,-luclin.d t._b. -thar^r,, with . 


§ 


8 


SI" aboSt£. hl£if a bright blued ana fiow.r.d ribbon. 

fiat iri SS! 1 » Shit.IhosB.-pretty 8 a.dj.-but never the 
less more or white shoes. 

She greets us effusively. *he holds ~unt Gammi. 1 » vest 
respect on a number of counts, I am sure, but not the le-st oe 
cau=>e as Miss Elizabeth puts it:" You are the I.otner of all 
the artists" --and incidently trying to dr g herself unaer uhe 
U.“ i S<f. though sh. is old enogh to b. -unt 'ammle' 

mother. 

U sten into the house, and I remark upon her unique Pointing 
of a cotton plant, son bursting bowl of cotton revealing a 
ni - ar babiy's face, Miss Elizabeth holes tight to my hand tlx 
?hlS"iS. I ouoposo She 'ru an't been so close to a man since 
she ,uit her last dream when we rolleu un to the house ii-e 
minutes before. 

' Hiss Annas's costume -« a^luoonapi.uoua^a^iai^aa Kiss. ^ _ 
SlizaLoth's was striding -nd «rV . , „ thought out in- 

tuO.--no doubt in ^^“^^hat lU j £*£ d ' , B !So h.r b .pp.aranc. 
struotions, was wearing a str * , ’ h « ust g en picking daisies 

to maxte it ar.r.ax seem asjt ***** ^ u f b J r Ln ,_!.w hi ch'has lon b 
or selecting roses fram her J with her, curing which 

since disappeared, .e all , L “* nch 0 f papers on the 

:!iss Elizabeth began rummaging round in a cm offered US 

floor and f rally dragged out a mas x P P r (Jharla- 

to reed individually. They covered her lineage d, tc. ri fQr ^ 

matn ?’ uelre ? into^the mM.^ntSleaU teanohes of the family, and so 
one to delve into the more in Elizabeth was enticed to the 

the thing rather mJ’h? havt been hot in 1830 but certainly 

famous v hopin plana which gv^Soncented to render her famous composition 

rAK“:m 55 

KU-^ni srs izri.mtu 

Sr SSErB: 

should have been e. ( 


13 


30 


Mpve.ber 9tj --continued. 

*fter this so-called musical interlude, we began •:>plorlag 
the strange assortment ^J-ily heirlooms,--so^.^o^f b-t-lue^ 

and enjoyed 0 going over it again, en t aging Miss Maude the while, 
and flsdlsg sn .house to f,|^ t J“^““*«?LSu.rst the two figures 

SSJ To -iTtLbied 

' 4 mit ft Q0CLdft88 Of ^hOleBOIMUC SS # OOil® itt lOV^l^f 

oarnml. stood out Ilk. a ouauess or B „ ius.beth width 

whom she talked whi seemed like a flu.ly fashion.* plaster ***** 

S^SIf-sTStiil 1 ^ ~ .Ufeir-Sral./if ind.au gray matter may 
be assumed beyond an extremely limited point. 

a one how nobina had stepped toward the veranda, J u8t **]£“• 
to nut a wimp in the final entrance of Miss Beatrice. Obviously 
{2 lit been arranged that •• ch sister would simulate entering the 
house with a straw hat OB. as though 

ss rilui ?t«i SLSrr Sm^t^Mo^b^*.™ 1 .:«:r f .d i*. 

rr 

ste d' from°th.lr window on the gallery side s»d so eutor the froBt 

Just'ate-plBg 1 there* t^from^her^wlhdow^^Hobiii^later eroresUd r.gr.t 

55 S SL -\22 22 2 ^ 5521 - 22.2 firs t 

U,i a« would ll engineered, nut don. it was. and everyone tried to 
ignore the error in timing. 

s-w: srsss.’ 

It appeared she was going to have a slim excuse to wear it. 

H sduntereu about the garden in front of th. touej, .Miss 
Maude serving some homebrew of curious vintage wuieh Hobina^aad I 
took pains to spill as frequently as posaiblewhennononewaB 
looking at us. There was r.luetano. wh.u I tried to Phaherobud 
to the rear of the house, for everyone nnows that it is «• 

but i finally mace the grade, and waB distressed to see now th 




_ % _ _ : _ 
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ler e a "el" which had once been an extension of the entrance hall, 
running through 

Interruption—- 

' believe we were on the subject of the vast diHBing hall 
at “inay ill aaor, — of ~uch imposin b dimensions th» t it woula 
tLr ?nn maata Phis is 11 caving in now. Hiss Mauoe a:plained 
t’r't t e-' were uemolishing it because they had no need for such 
extensive Sis S. - little 1 ter she explained that they were 
fcbcut to undertake the restoration of this nart of the house,-- 
as'thou h they hau a uickle for such business,--anu further point¬ 
ing out 1 'how difficult it .as to Keep th*]house intuct since every 
tornado in Mississippi invariably swept ovor •‘ind.y Hill Manor, 

"Yotrrson 11 the pi - oe is Known as ’Windy-, she r.m ^.d a s thought 
to further establish her point that every year Windy hill Hanoi 
is sweet by tornado after tornado". You certainly oon t have to 
b. or zy, but it does help out e lot. fhere was a re,atition^of 
last year’s foolishness about having oecioed to employ a st. of 
gardeners to ra-ore te t. eir Mother s famous gardens, for -rly situ 
ated h-If way between the Manor and the main road,—a Btaf, of 
( ardners, an Miss llizabsth Without a suitable cress to go to 
luiicreon in Natchez. Oh, hun. 

i’ime drew ne,r -or saying farewell and Miss Elizabeth presented 
me vith a couple of ncient artioifical flowers entwined about 
an honest verbins, the oaor ofwhich she altered by sprinkling 
some vile perfume which she had ac uirea ueayen knows how xhe 
smell of the stuff ne.rly made Aunt Gemmie siCK. ..unt oammie was 
also prase.itou .vith a couple of old whiskey bottles .ill-u «'ita 
water in which were stuck a couple of slips ior ;.i ^araen. - in 
so we s .ia ^oodbye,Miss Elizabeth fussing to nobina for r «ar I would 
not get around to say goodbye to her persox.ally. ™t*aaiant with 
confused joy when got around to press r.er hanu in farewell, and 
sweeping to the ground in an outlandish courtesy in Che 
out moded manner of another age which hao long since departed .ro.. 
this world, exce-t in the hearts and unaer tne crumblm b roof or 
Llesdame Stanton at ‘‘indy Hill 

Returning to Uatchez, we headed South, leaving the cit„ by 
the road tnnt took us by lovely nnnlei b n, its marvelous wr.ite colon- 
aoss r 3 spls*id-at in tne faain c sunshine, and hence down the traces 
b Goat -astle and Jenny -errill's place where sr.e hac been murdered 
a*'few years back. finally we struct the fine new cement highway 
toward Woodville, perfectly paved ana gr-aea, tnrouji perfectly dumb 
country side, and 1 rejoiced that the Lloaern Age had aeserted the 
fourty mil. dirt rotd to th. lust of us. for uow it would b. s.our. 
ana its side roads to old plantation homes would be immune from the 
desecration of raouern traffic and thus that p. rt of the country 
would be secure in its seclusion and the further preservation o. 
its ante-bellum mmanner of living. "/• slept in'.Yoooville. 


- » 


November 10th. 


32 


Up and abroaa by seven,--a beautiful cool, radiantly euiiBhiny 
day. Ye breakfasted in “oodville, RemarKin b much about thiB quaint 
little town which some Governmental bur^t a year ago selected as the 
most typical of ull southern communties, ana then on to discussions 
of notable plantations in this region,--the Jefferson "avis home, 
the ruins of the HoOee plantation and of another famous place, well 
known for its amazingGtpe Jasmines, the owner o J which is slightly 
wacky, ana manifests his quirks by painting all the out builds black, 
occaftsonally pointing a pistol at a certain visitor whom he celcares 
he once wanted to make his bride, — fifty years bacK, etc., etc. 

but we shall have to save these visits until our next trip, and 
so we head south tow ra the “aint *’rancisville neighborhood, being 
a fine cement highway, I -suppose a part of this roaa at least may not 
follow the old original one,--this section just b.low ^oodville might 
be termed the "anity "elt, merely because the smooth fieluB on 
either side surest a barrenness which hides theola plantation houses 
with thdir live-oaxas ana Spanish moss, which, in the region north of 
"oodville, almost insvariably brings into uein b a Kina of personality 
in the inhabitants of the region that suggests, if not defines, a 
pleasant Kino of balminess. ■» little further ulon b , and the new 
road must superimpose itself gain on the old, for vegitation increases, 
ana “unt ■'amnia points out many a plantation roaa turning from the big 
road, ana names the places ana the inhabi tunts who live far off at 
then end of these shaded routes. 

^ year u L ,o L traveled t/.is roaa four or five times ana never 
areamea that there were plantations on either side, \ idaen away in 
the wooas. rossibly this was because we usco to travel at 90 miles 
an hour but more probably because my inexperience eye at that time 
was not so expert in detecting insignificant routes which.I later 
learnea, if followed, woula likely lead on to some architectural jewel 
of ante-bellum days, some repository of history anu romance which 
was fast fading from this re b ion wnere so many houses hau alreaoy 
fallen into ruins ana where so many more tottered on the brink of 
oblivion. 

Secretly each of us wanted to turn off at ever,, siue road, I think, 
but all of us xnew that if we were to do so we woula become so enohated 
with our discoveries th: t e would never jet around to any of the 
several ul css which we had decided upon to "isit, and so no one 
tempted the others by enunciating- - his vain hones. Finally, just above 
outin brancisville, ,'eoane to ^ains, which is merely a post office 
with a store on the highway, ana possibly a stop in the country on the 
railroad. Ye truneu east, crossed a railroad tracK ana entered a 
beautiful wood’s road whioh wound ana curved for a mile or so through 
seemingly virgin growth of vast luxuriance. « little furtherana 
we re~ened ■‘■ompson’s -reek which we declined to fora, since Robina 
had experience difficulties with tne sanay bottom tnere before. -*nd 
so we left the car, crossed the ary -reek bt3Sin on foot, ana follwing 
t';e winding road, slowly mounted an incline, frin b ed with beautiful 
s plln b s, bushes, up na up to a point where a group of great live- 
oaks with beautiful tattered moss promised tne approach* to the 
Jottaga.the top of the incline, we turned at ri b ht angles, a magnificen 
alley land from the c ,ate we Lad just entered directly to the JottEge 
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which stood not at the end of the alley, but rather formed the further 
readies of the alley on the right., its two story faeaue, with gallery, 
half drearning in the early morning sun which cut slantingly through 
the trees and further mellowed the soft yellow of this lovely old 
building. The ftins of oaks of the left of the alley ran along an 
embankment which dropped off into a sunken b araen ana thwanty or thirty 
feet below ran off into u bayou formed by ■‘■hompson's -reek away among th 
trees 

couple of mocking biias were making a b r«;.t racket in a magnolia 
hsra by the housein no way disturbing the serenity of the b reat moss 
arappta that stood rnothioriless ana transf ixea, like giant sentinels 
guarding- La "ell* au “ois Dormant. Surely this was a page from Perruult. 
“11 my life 1 had been anticpatin c something of the sort, but never 
before had everything contrived to make it so,--the romantic old house, 
the luxuriance of the trees ana flowering bushes, the amplitude of 
the gardens, the ouors of the woodland, the song of the biros, nere 
a last childhood hau caught up with me, i was with friends, I was about 
to meet new ones ana explore their enchanted "cotta 0 e”. 


Hiss -aouis# Butler is the mistress of Jottage Plantation. She 
is a great lady. -*3 a girl she . ao been stricken with infantile paralysi 
It raamed her physically, for one leg has always been much shorter 
than the other, ana * belive one hand was slightly deformed. She 
has had one obsession for years, too, they sty. she is under the im¬ 
pression that she has some throat infection, anu accordingly usually 
greets her friends with a firm handshake while they are still on the 
ground ana she is leaning over the railing on the gallery, ■‘■'his 
exeentricity also makes itself manifest in the dinning room where 
she always lays an -enormously long table for she never Joins her guests 
at th* board, but r ther occupies a small table at one side where Bhe 
carries on an animadted conversation during the meal. 

Mi88 Louise's raino is brilliant. Now between sixty anu 8 venty, 

I suppose, she knows twice as muchas most intellegent people r*aas 
much, writes books, composes, ana best of all, entertains with exquisite 
grace. New Orleans, they say, flooks to Miss Louise's place, for 
like the rest of the world, Miss Louise^anks first la Plantation Society. 

It was a little before nine as we approached the front gallery of 
the ‘'ottege. Save for the mocking birciB busy in the magnolia tree, 
the house and park was still as though the yellow sunbeams sifting 
through the dr- peries of the groat live-oaks had yet to waken the 
household from its dreams. Little did we suspect that long Lefort 
our arrival, 'iss Louise had had her coffee on the back gallery and 
at that moment was busy there with her pen. ■/# sauntered quietly 
toward the far end of the house, noticing a little farther on the 
little ^wjiite building where once Mrs. ^udubon had taught school. A 
darkle'came out of the kitchen --farther b-c*. of the house, ana came 
to a full holt when **unt “amrai# aaked him if he remembered her, Mrs. 
“enry, n* grinenea, said "Yaasum" —just like oam Brown at **ielrose,-- 
and meandered off towa d the house to report to ..Iiss nouise. 

By the time he haa delivered his message, we had reached the 




Nov. 10th—continued 

rear of the house, anu from the gallery which ran along the back of 
the house proper and the adjoing "el" we heard a cheery, cultured voice 
ery:"'<hy, it can’t be Miss dammie", and we approached the gallery from wk 
which she leaned to clasp our hands. /e chatted for a while there in • 
the early morning sunshine, and then aeaomranying her, we entered 
the house. She haa culled a servant to open all th* rooms, na these 
for the most part ran from front to back gallery with the exception of an 
occasional small ante room at the,rear gallery whicti, x presume, might 
have been used as serving pantry, alcove in the next anu dressing room 
next, ana so on. •'« also >'ast through one room faebing the r^tr 
gallery which housed a pipe organ, then being repaired. 

*>ting intellegent, she knew thf.t we were curious to eee the h^use 
first, so that w. would feel th* better at home when it came time 
for conversation. ,( e accordingly glanced-ov^r her rich treasure of 
china ana glassware. I was impressed b^ tiie fact that in former 
days, the dinning room was supplied with three dozen exquisite 
cut-glass water bottles, so that there might be one at the place of 
each guest. file great soupiers were elegant, ana the vast platers 
and other places th t went in to make up the set were a pleasure to 
folanc: over. i'here were splendid examples of Bohemian glass, too, 
ana unqiue examples of rare poroelainas. 

ina another room we -aw fine furnitur covers of A oile de Jouy, 
which that moaning haa been ti.*.en from a trunk which had bear closed 
fox good in 184k. A 'he fabrics were in perfect condition,—a cream 
background with a Pompeian flower design of charm anddelieatenese. 

On* the house had contained one of the largest libraries on Napoleon 
in this country, but many of the volumes had been scattered, i'here 
were still many volumes on this and other subject*^ in the house, 
i'he great four no ter beds, with their trick nos'.uito netting were 
impressive, no th* odd bath tubs, conceded in lo"ely old bureaux, 
and aherston chests of draws were a joy to the eye. Miss nouise was 
so c.,ood to let us handle ana feel of these treasures, whether we 
were balancing ola silver bst-een our fingers or pulling out these 
str-uge little bath tubs. 

-iVeiituall^ we found our way into a lovely big drawing room, taste¬ 
fully furnished in ante-bellum treasures. I,, a corner stood an friendly 
old piano on which -*is8 nouise played for us from a musical p comedy 
she was now composing. Che music was charming ana somehow I felt that 
itembraced a flavor of those long ueprted uays when the plantation 
was the great, luxuriant feudal home of the planter family, the endless 
stream of guests and the hosts of well looked after darkies. Mellow¬ 
ness must have always nrev&ded at the ^ottage, and -iss Louise's musie 
was mellow nd golaenwith a vague suggestion of old end well remember¬ 
ed tunes running through it in a sub-co. acous nd half forgotten way. 

Lut now conversation was in orcor, ana knowing that Miss nouise 
ana **unt “amraie would have many things to run over by themselves, 

Hobina asked -‘iss Louis if we night explore the sec.no floor by our¬ 
selves. af course she readily aequ^esed, merely r: .uesting that we 
refrain from opening only one aoar,--one at the extreeme end of th# 
house. 

Ana so, up an inside staircase we flew, retelling the top at the 
front center of the second floor, with as enchanting a little narrow 
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little nail as I hav• aver seen. it ran along from ri b ht to left 
of the staircase landing,--the entire length of the house, ^s the 
roof slats on this side of the house, the hall itself had a slant- 
ceiling. ana was lighted here and there by little corner -.vinoows. 


j'rom this passageway both to the left anu to the right of the 
staircase, were a series of doors opening into room, ana most of 
these rooms in turn had other doors, 30 that each eoula be entered 
from the hall, or the hall cionrs could be closed, and one might 
communicate with the other rooms without fc oing out into the hall, 
thus enabling one to oaeury them singly or as c comnlete anartraent as 
one night choase. There were not °o many tre sures in these rooms, but 
even so, there were items which would make glad the heart of any 
collector,--a 3p:endid clover-ls f four-poster ed, little tables 
th t vere ex uisite, ruby glass that exceed the value of the gold 
up in it to make it glow, anu three of the loveliest little preserve 
jars that we: e evxr imported from France in olu Plantation a^s. 

A hey were possibly four oi fi”c nehes high, perf etly straight, ana 
with a rfhitensss of porcelain* that seemed twice as much by the de¬ 
licious single ..ecox ation on each. -*.s I recall, there ..ere two that 
had a single bunch of red currents with a le^-f in the ce ter, 

while t e other was a single rea cheery with a green leaf. I should 
love to have one of tnese lovely cylindrical jars. Somehow they appealed 
to me more than any other treasure I had ever run across in any 
museufi.dno't know if the slanting ceiling reminded me of the slanting* 
esilings of my little home in Greenwich 'illa L e, but * could easily 
picture lining in these cosy apartments for the rest of my life,--ana 
loving it. rt would be so heavenly to gaze out of the dormers at 
the great gauze ureperies on t)..e live-oaks on a noon-lit summer’s night, 
and it woula be so pleasant tu sit before one of the flowing fire¬ 
places in December, drinking blcc^ coffee ano wading through some 
old forgotten Louisiana plantation aiar^ with someone wj o loved this 
kina of life, too. 

"ut we naa playaa aiounu un i.ere long enough, anu su reluctantly 
we closeu all the uoors ano went bach down stains. 

-unt "ammie w-.nted me to see the c rcat azelia in the formal 
6 araen at one end of the house, ana thiti.er we wauaered, ar.a so to 
the rear of the nous* where we joined nr. Bob, Hiss Louise's brother 
who showed us the fc rc< t sunken garden at the other end of the house, 
pointing out the conerrvatorles th t we being repaired, the quince 
trees, pear and fig trees, and withal making me wish I knew something 
about horticulture. 

Beek to the front gallery with “unt ''ammie, who left me ther 
to talk with “iss Louise while she mhde a tour of the garden before 
the house that descended abruptly beyond the great oak trees and away 
tows a the b: you. -lies nouise spot.* of literature, her interest in 
18th century French writers which she reua in their original anu of 
famous royal t>arks in j’mnce whieh she iaiew so well although she had 
never visited them, .after a time -unt ''ammie returned , ana we both 
realized that rne must say goodbye. There were darkies in the yard 
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and Aunt "ammie celled to them: 

"Now remember, you all take good care of ..liss Louise ana Ur. 

Bob until I come back again." 

"Yaassun" cane back the chorus of he soft southern drawl. 

"Ana mind you", continued -unt ■'ammie, "■‘'on't you go away to the 
city. You know well eno gh there aint nobody happy when they gO away 
from the plantation.’* 

"Yas'sum, came beck the velvet chorus,"Aint nobody happy 
out dere". 

a fi. al w ve to kiss Louise, ana trbought eh picket gate, 
down the winding roau ana across Thompsons "reek where “obina end 
"Bother "ob were waiting. ** final **u reovir to him, ana we 
we:i headed toward Saint ^rancisville. 


7* passed by “fton 'ills without stopping to view the lovely 
gardens or the repulsive carpentry -Gothic house, -unt ■'ammie haa 
a fund of stories about the place and its history, oometime after 
the "onfeoerate War a Hiss Howard, B believe, established a girl's 
fi isniug school in the Villa. It seems that “*iss -ouise and a 
relative of aunt "ammie ,--a thought she said an aunt, but possibly 
it w s a co* sin went to sehool there together.. After coffee at “aint 
jJ'raneisville, we headed for Oakley .— two miles on the big road and 
a miles or so on gravel. A airt road letas from the gravel through 
the wooaed park whieh seems pretty heavily overgrown so that many 
of the fine oaks loos mueh of their real value. 

-nteriiig the garden gate, we findvit baaly ntglcoteu about the 
gardens with also is suffering from too much over t orwth. finally 
we reach the house whieh is unfortunate in its porportions, seeming 
rather too high for its width. Aunt "ammie ie greeted by old Hiss 
mathew? who lives there alone with a brooa of aogs, now that her sister 
Ida has gone. Hiss “*athews retires to her living quarters on the 
ground floor, once the butler3, no doubt, and we mount the high 
flight of steps to the gallery. There is something about the house 
that reminds me of “avenah,--somehow it is more seaboard than -oelta 

ana accoraixigly something of an incongruity. But the birds axe sing¬ 
ing gayly in the unkempt garden below, :.na -unt-"ammie ana "obina re¬ 
call that — 1 uduboa livea here for ahile, and and taught the 

lovely daughter of the family, drawing and dancing furmea the 
majors in the cirieuluxn, but an unusual dairy nearby formea an out¬ 
let for his versatility, for his pupil at Oakley were joinea by other 
damsels in the neighborhood, ana the great painter o f biras taught 
thees heiresses of the loaal gentry in the finer points of swimming. 

our speculations regarding these doings, however, were cut short 
when little “*iss Hathews opened the doors lending onto the gallery. 
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“ colorless woman in her late sixties or possibly seventies, - 
little Miss Mathews was attired is a neut plain black dress which 
was a perfect eounter-p.rt to her simple personality. **unt -'Emmie 
said she woulo sit with her on the 6 tllery while “obiira and I 
explored the drawing room ana parlor. It didn't t.-A* as io.ig. ?here 
wee many portaits of little interest ana no value, ana a strange 
assortment of bad *ictorian pieces. The great parlor was notable 
for its ola lace curtains anu its wall paper.--dating no aoubt from 
the 1880's or lByO's. The idea of the design was sickly Moorish, 
with the full irapa.-t hatching at thexawut eeiling which was so papered 
as go give the impression that the thing was set in square tiles, I 
was enehanted to duek out of the place before one of these imaginary 
bits of plaster shoulu become i reality ana drop on my head. #e 
deieied that we must eut our visit short, ■ na as we left i bemoaned 
the fact that poor little .liss Mathews sjren lacked the balminess of 
the “indy Hill -‘anor belles as an excuse for lending soma thing by 
way of diversion since there was little or nothing to interest one. 

•^no so bacA to at. u'rtuaisvillo, ana out a couple of miles to 
Hosedown. i'he two silly women who live there seen to have ali.nated 
loaas of visitors who have been there before me. ±hey have even 
in suecoeaeu in annoying me in times fc one by evanthough I never 
before have haa a chance to sp*u with then, although they have 
yelled t me. 


’ 7 , stopped before the big white gate of ^o gaq ow n , found that 

the two ola maids who haa inherited the pr.uerty had eonurivea to 

fcx srss.-ss 

JSNfS. "Well, Sint they a sight." was “Unt -ammie s cryptic rem rr, 
and we passea through the gate on foot. 

In view of the tarts who now occupy “usedown, one rather hates to 
admit it, but there is no uenying that their ancestors actually fli 
create‘one of the loveliest pl&e*B in the Stint -raneisville 
“ beautfful alley of live-oai.s, possibly a quarter of a mile in a , 
leaas straight from the gate to the shimmering columns o. th* r.ause. 
3arly in the nineteenth century the nouse was beautifully appointed 
and the gardens were luiu out by a w.l1-**>«{■ Fr.nth lundscap. artxst 
who did a magnifieer.t Job. On either side of the *»ll«y. 1 

Lng with the great oa as , statues in creamy marble were placed, each in 
elassietl a. sign to represent the seasons ana the continents. » 
beyond the ot,.s ana statues are a straight single r«>th, banked J 
grt t heages that wall in the farm 1 gardens behind them. .he 
elaasicism of the uesign suggests ti.e layout of the A apis * #rt t 
defines, wail, the !u* rUn« of th. foliu t . ana tb.tunn.lform.d 
by the interlocking branches over the main unve gives the whole or. 
tion an opulent Louisiana flavor that at once mellows and softens 
the hole atmosphere of this lovely plaee. 

•<e mounted the short night of sters and crossing ^he veranda, 
kock-d at the door. Portly the elder of the two oij ntias opwnfi to 
us ana greeted **unt ’'amraie effusively, for they he a known eacr. othei 
< Ion*' time, ^he ushered us into the finely pornortionea hall, cir 
•ular^in form, with a heavenly staircase that circled half way around 



In this sntr nee hall there are aoors to right and lelt leading 
to arawing roomB, ana a door directly opposite the entrance, leading 
to the dinning room, r‘o th* right of this latt-:r door, ana occupying 
the curve directly balancing the staircase Stands a beautiful, life- 
size statue of the Venus de mu Medeeis in white marble, seemingly 
shocked at the offensive gaudy wall paper that ran in a streaming 
aesign from floor to ceiling. -overtly I remarAea to “Obine that 
this busy design coula never have been selected by the builders 
for such a lovely room. Hiss Bauman, our hostess, recurred shortly 
afterwara that this room, of course, carriea the original wall paper, 
nut * k obinu's quieA eye haa aetectea splotches along the stairs where 
the paper haa worn thin or naa been torn off, revealing beneath 
a beautiful snae of clue,--obviously just the perfect color to give 
the proper value to the gracefully sweeping staircase and the snowy 
marbie figure. Both “obine ana I gaspea a little at -*iss Bauman s 
assertion, but not to be aovraed, Hobina pointea out tne blue color, 
but Miss Bauman,--or possibly bowman, was adamant. To counter, I 
merely bowed in silence, but **obina aequieaea by saying how odd it 
was, for this really must be double faced wall p- per, the like of 
which she had never imagined. "Yess", Miss "owman, dllighted to 
find a new talking: noint with which to regale future visitors,"Yes, 
this was double-faced wall paner".--The old fraud. 

Y/a passed into the arawing toon at the right,—a beautifully 
porportioned room, with as fine blacA marble mantle pieces as I have 
seen in this region, white walls, generous glass-cased mahogny 
booA shelves, mirrors of splendia wurAmauship, and considerable 
handearved rcsewooa ehairs, aivtns and whatnot, together with an 
acaumul tion ofjim-erueks ana sea-shells, reminiscent of ><iuay mil 
Manor, but withal different in that this house seemeu immaculately 
clean. 


An eeually fine proportionea room lay just behind ti.is room,-- 
probably a intimate recaption room of the original builaer,--and 
likewise embellished with a handsome blaek marble mantle, fine por¬ 
traits anp. substantial maho D ny bookcases flanging the fireplace, 
^•turning to the first drawing room, we continued further away from 
the entrance tow rd another room, containing the same lovely accoutre 
raents, and quantities of booAS, both in the glass cased Mahogny 
cases end pilea high on the tables, •‘•he top volume was from the 
■“r.erican edition of “udubon, early in the 19th century. ‘<e inquired 
about th# we 11 -au own -^osedown Mlephant -aition, which everyone 
useo to be shownwhen the girls spake of the time Audubon lived here, 
■out Miss -’ownau saia they haa never had such an edition. This of 
course is an untruth, because many people have seen it and Lyle 
had turned through it many a time when her usea to visit the house 
when the girls Uncle was still living with them. A 'hey had obviously 
sola this item ana didn't want to aamit it. 

Miss -^owraan, "o. c, apoearua shortly, ana seemed to be enehant¬ 
ed to see “unt -'aramie. - v o ina and I accordingly barg.a about the 
piece, end -‘iss "owmnn, "o. 1, joined us. Later we learned that 
during these separate conversations. Aunt - amnie had maae inquiry 
regarding the four-poster bed with the mirror in the tester while 
Mobina was referring about it to the sister. Several years ago 
Lyle haa been in the bed room and seen the item. , the only one of 
its Aind that anybody had ever he ra of. he mentioned it in Lis 
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Nov. 10th -continued. 

to LOUISIANA. Aeerouing to the historical tie, a fine bedroom 
furniture collection was made when Henry -aly was running for the 
Presidency, and was to be presented to him in the *'hite House when 
he was elected. Asiae from the great beauty of the wood and the design 
the tester contained a mirror which reflected the bea below the tester 
-s Lyle once remarked, "I haven't any idea why anyone would want to 
wake up in the morning only to f-ina himself looking him in the eye 
as he iay prostrate,—and Boubtlessly slightly warn, as would be 
portrayed by the mirror stationed immediately above him”. 

Pe that as it may, the bed was so contrived, but as everyone 
knows, Mr. "lay never did quite make the ><hite ^ou3e, and the 
furniture was accordingly purchased by the owner of -tosedown. 

"oth of the bowman girls swore that no such bed ever existed, 
which is a big story, of course, since L,. le ana others had seen it 
when the girls were living in the house with their olu u nele or 
^ether or sor. body of ancient vintage, "e accordingly assume, that 
along with the Elephant “uaubon, the girls have quietly disposed 
of these treasures and are of such a mina as not to aamit they ever 
possessed them. -*s A recall, the same mi^ht be said about an 
embroidered screen which has also disappeared, 

oome of the protraits in the hou * re t .ooq, although not es¬ 
pecially e: citing^ One in the dinning room was pointed out as being 
especially interesting,— th.ir grandmother as painted by Auoubon. 

It's a pleasant portcait, but Audubon never haa a fin 5 «r in the pie or 
I'm a ehinaraan. 

stepped out onto the porti o running aero..s the West ena of 
the house. The flutteu columns are pleasing ajiu show evidence of hav¬ 
ing hbd riuair. £ ossibly the mirrored bed wasn't sold in vain. 

In the mean time **unt -ammie haa paid the elder miss Bowman our $1.50 
which we hau entered prxpaired to spend. Miss Bowman proffered her 
reluctance to accept it, but her insistance was not so gr<at that 
she failed to still have it in her pocket when we said good by on the 
front galler,,. Imagine such business, after having uiown «unt -amnie 
all these years. 

'.7e explored the ^araen directly below the west portieo of the house, 
ubviously it haa- once been a fin* labarynth, for the yew he age 8 still 
indicated certain turns and twists, even though they were pretty badly 
bushed in sections. Roses and other flowering bushes showed up 
bravely in the tangle to which the whole garden was fast heading. 

•<e returned to the alley immediately in front of the horse, and 
e>. pi or so the formal garden on the right hand side of the alley, and 
running all the way "rom the house to the gate. It had been so neglaet 
ed I couldn't make'much out of it, but probably eouM if I had a 
little time to wander about in it, as it is quite vast. "!• returned 
to the c arden on the xxzixx on the left hhna side of the alley 
between the house ana the gat*. It is equally sx ten sice, ana original 
ly must have enjoyed an informal planting not unlike the famous 
Queen's Garden at Versailles, famous fax as the spot where the 
diamond Necklace hoax was perpetrated on -arainal *‘ohan. In this 
garden, some of the old winding paths were notioable and great 
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trees and stumps of those which had disappeared, still marked 
an uncertain aesitn which could also probably be unravelled if 
I had the time to do so. The ^ownans had saiu that a French gara- 
ner,—his name as they rattled it off sounaea line Jomte ae ^ovelle,- 
had laid out these t araens. ■‘■hey must have been splendid when they 
wer.* completed .--about 1840, 1 suppose, but th* mad growth of 
azalius, roses and Heaven knows what, manes it pretty difficult 
to make much sense out of the place unless one were to take 
several hours to follow out the paths ana try to piece togeher 
what ever remenants may still be found. Somehow, as we drove 
away from Rosedown, A was thankful that the house was being nept 
intaet, but as i thought of the garden, I eouldn't half but think 
that a grave that has crumbled and slipped into a bpyou isn t hxxnx 
half so disturbing as one that is poised on the edge. 

’Ye lunched at ~t. * ! rarieiville where Christian ana I hao lunched 
so joyously a year ago. On leaving, w found that we haa a £Ooa 
half nour before it was time to ta^* the J’erry for the Jest siae 
of the “issLssiopi. "I e accordingly visitsa the quaint ola church 
ana beautifully‘clantea ^raveyara.--its splendid old, most-aruped 
oaks making it one of the loviiest h c ve ever known. . Surely 
-avanah's Buena Venture cemetary is more vast, and sweetly sad, 
but somehow ~t. Bruneisvill* more limitea in his ironed fenced 
demarcations, is less endless ana therefore morelovnble. Lente 
might easily have started his tremendous masterpiece in the old 
u eor e ian plantation that had metonorp osea into a cemetary, but 
it woula be at ^t.^’raneiaville that Gray might have penned his 
^legy. Aunt ''airmie knew loads of families that were represented 
in the inscriptions,-—'owmans und Barrows without end. , ana all 
the great of the region in those fabulous days before 1861. 

I was impressed by a large tomb bearing th* name of IRA SMITH. 

■‘■here was sorr.et ing about the general line of the tomb that suggest¬ 
ed -Egyptian architecture, •‘■’he sun was shining p.etty brig-htly and 
i eouldn't see the decoration very clearly, but just above the 
strongly raised name on the tomb was an insignia, seeming to oe 
surprisingly '-'gypto-^perisan. There was th* round disk, of ola 

and on either siae the wing ana heau of a bird, whieh if i 
sm not mistaken, were aistinatly American ea 0 le. The effect was 
extraordinary 1 must explore this monument a b ain under better 
light conditions. 


one fact that was notioable was the absence from most of 
the tombstones of the many gingles th-t appear on so many tomb¬ 
stones in the New ~‘ngland region. The usual 3 t. • c ruuei<sville in- 
serption carried merely the name with d-.tes of birth anu ceath. 
One stone, I recall, merely gave the family name,—for example 
Jones,—and unaer it merely the initials of the several members 
of the family, such as S.n. — 3.N —IJ.H. -- S.i’ -’’‘M. 


But the stuiie which intrigues me the most was of a name 
th t I do not recall, nor the exact aates, but with the final 
date was noted t is particular: Lied, 185k, at Ambrosia in 'Vest 
Feliciana. LI3L IN AMBROSIA IN WiSST F3LIGIANA. Somehow that 

has value for me that is akin to Robina'e famous line to “unt 
Jaromie .---""y now, i suppose, the little colorea boys are in the 

fig trees". That line unrolled all the French impressionist 
E,h ° 01 b *' Jr * ■» WArtfib I» WBBOSIi II. WEST EIIlaUEA soo . h « 

‘--Ty 
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Nov. 10th - continued. 

marvelously distills the ffabulous ola aouth like a woua«rfully 
preserved peech, shimmering in fa sueculent ^olain liquid faua 
made doubly lustrous by tht gitamin b glass jar in which it is 
stfaltd. 


V/t trosstd tht Mississippi fat 3 o'eloek, ana headed north, 
turning btfort we rtfachta New Roads. liuny of the old plantation 
houses through this section have either disappeared, or art z 
located on the river road to our left,--such as ^bbutue, or on 
the other roau alou b If Mm River, suth fas Parlaage, that we saw 
few evidences of the ante-bellum civilization. On stopping at 
a gtrujat for 6 ls, however, it was interesting to hear a «ouple 
of mechanics speaking Uajun French They were discussing the ad¬ 
visability of taking a radiator down the road to another place to 
have it soldered,—not a particularly faEcinatin t subject, in 
itself, but as a b amt for the listener, it was entertaining to 
see how many of the expressions they used were in tinged with 
phrases foreign and incomprehensible to my ear. 

Passing through several towns, --and a drove of donkeys going 
in the same direction as we at ilarksvilla, we sloped down only to 
try to oren the phalanx of the he»ra, which was r ther dif.ioult, 
the creatures being so mulelsh about giving an inch. Qreat plains 
of sugar cane swept away to the horizon on eith-r side of the road, 
and through these great seas of gray green we hurried, hoping to 
reach Lieekers before nightfall for Robina hao been promised an 
opportunity to see a sugar house in operation on this trip,—in fact 
this trip was primarily uesignea around tnis point. .!• aid reaah 
Meekers, ana although it was after dark, the mill was going lull 
blast as these mills ao at this busy season. But something went 
wrong in our plans, for there was some lack of harmony, apparantiy, 
between the man to whom we had been uirected,--a representative 
chemist of the planters, ana it seemed that he would not ear# to 
take us through the nifcl from which visitors are barred without the 
permission of the mill forman, who at that moment was not in evi- 
a-nce. After some reflection, we accordingly decided to forego 
an inspection of how the sug r was ground ana granulated, agreeing 
that we would try another later under more favor&Dle ausoices. I 
am sure it was a disappointment to all of us, but aobina most es¬ 
pecially, for sheCand ~unt ''arnie hao planned on such a visit for 
a Ion, time. Rut we bore up as well fas we could, ana 1 must say 
that “Obina took hex disappointment like a good soldier that she 
is. 

'•9 dined in Alexandria ana headed toward none in a rain. , 
reaehint, “elrose about 10;30,--"and scf to bed 1 *. 


I 
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November lkth --bunaay. 

- gray day with occasional sprinkles, A* early breakfast, 

and a few notes on my NovemDer bth Journal. r.obina eamb# over 
around nine, ana we had a good chat, with coffee coming at ten 
at which time A-unt Uammie joined us. 

"fter some little convcisation, aunt -ammie started to read 
to us, but was called to the telephone by Lyle from new Orleans, 
saying that Alexander -'oolcott would arrive here at three this 
afternoon.. 

Sister and her husband came with the baby before dinner 
anu afterward Robina narked in Lyle’s cabin, t nding fires for 
a spell. 

Mr. ‘looloott arrived with Mr. Henessy in the late afternoon, 
bringing along his hu t e black 'french poodle which proved a marvelous 
playmate in the miost of the liviu 6 room for little Heinzie, the 
Henry dexhund. 

At dinner, Mr. ^oolcoot was fascinating, as wub to be expected, 
ne has recently been making a film with the Rionne quintuplets of 
whom he had many fabulous stories to relate. Be attributed their 
survival of the first two months,--the five weighed ten poounds 
altogether when born,--to their excellent nurse, a Miss Larue, and 
to the e o° a sense of Dr. Dafoe,—whose family before the American 
‘‘evolution carried the name of Devose, ana lived in New York aB 
loyal British subjects, and were accordingly forced to go to 
-anada after the “evolution was over,--and also he set high store 
on "r. Dafoe's brother of Toronto, who seems to be a gorgeous per¬ 
son and of '-11 tr.ing8, one of the greatest child specialists in 
tr*e world, A. W. also spoke amusingly of the considerable amount 
of fan mail Papa Dionne receives.--for the most part from un¬ 
happy married women who haven't for some reason or other been able 
to be t et an offspring. 

After uim.er we spent a pleasant three hours in the library. 
Uncle Tom'8 «abin came up for discussion, ana aunt -'arnmie showed 
us the stencil of xiobert Meklpin which ne used in marking his 
bails of ootton. MMr. Mcklpin was the -imon Legree of UNflLiS TOMS 
CABIN and w-s related to Harriet ^etcher dtowe , whom she visited 
for material on her famous novel. 

I hrd expected that a, •», would manifest more interest in 
Uncle ■‘ora, lthough he aid come through with a story on Mrs. Stowe. 
It seems that Mrs. ^towe after the War, spent some time in 4»gland 
as guest of Lady Byron. Later, on her return to America, Mrs. 
stowe spoke of t is visit in a magazine article, remarking that 
lord Byron had had a child b w his sister. Anglana rooked with 
fury at this report, calling Madam ^towe a fraud, but a little 
latter, Lora Byron wife confirmed ..t; is story, and to prove it, 
produced the child of her Brother .na his sister, whom Lady Bryon 
had adopted, — th: t is the child. 
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Here’s a story that somehow throws a sidelight on Aunt Camrue. 

A few years ago she heard that there were plenty of aigrettes 
making their home in a lake hack in the woods somewhere not far 
from here. The birds were sufficiently plentiful that the colored 
folk were catching them for their pots when chicken was scarce. 

The idea that aigrettes were living in the " e ^horhood was enoug 
to start Aunt Cammie off, and so she started out with ** her young 
daughter, Irma Sompeyrac, her husband and another person or two. 

Reaching the lake, the whole party climbed into a boat, ^jnt on 
locating the aigrettes, and incidentally observing alligators with 
which the lake was well stocked. Before going far, however, the 
boat sank, thanks to the antics of Mr. Willard. Fortunately the 
water was only about up to the knees of the grown People, but it 
was deep enough to soak the younger people thoroughly and set them 
to screaming in fear of meandering alligators. But Aunt Cammie too* 
the situation in her stride, calmed the children ana wading to 
shore succeeded in getting the others to dry land. It goes without 
saying that the search for aigrettes was finished at this point, 
but finding herself where she did, Aunt Cammie thought it an ex¬ 
cellent opportunity to see how the habitat of the alligators might 
appear, and if there were any eggs to be found. She was warned that 
during the hatching period the Mother alligator usually keeps watch 
of her nest, and is likely to attack anyone who might approach the 
nest. But the excentricities of an alligator meant little to 
Aunt Cammie, and so she gave one of the men a stick as a cudgel, 
and began stirring around in the decayed trunks of mouldering trees 
in search of nests, and finding one, gathered up several dozen of 
the eggs to take home to hatch. 

Before reaching the car, they stumbled across a small alligator, 
two or three feet long, and so he was put on the running board and 
transported to Melrose. 


Arring home, the alligator, which seemed to be in a trance, was 
placed in a deserted chicken coop, wjiile the family dined. After 
dinner, they went out to see how the alligator was getting along, 
and ofcourse found that he had not only come to life but had walked 
off. 


The children complained bitterly that Aunt Cammie had ruined swimming 
in Cane River which was then dammed at opposite ends, forming a 
narrow winding lake, and sure enQUgh the darkies were not long in re¬ 
porting that an alligator was in Cane River, and as time marched on 
he grew by leaps and bounds. I don't recall what, if anything, ever 
happened to the unhatched alligator eggs, or what ever became of the 
Cane River inhabitant. Sufficient it is to cite this tale as a 
side-light on the personality of Aunt Cammie. 
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*uotr.#r story that struct me i s amusing was ooweerning 
e certain Sloan# family who had grown rich druing the last Jit If 
of the 19th century and hult themselves an enormous house in 
New England somewhere. As a high point in their social career, 
they invited President and Mrs. MeEinley to visit them there. 

A grand dinner was arranged, with much ecorations, including 
a huge silver eagle which was suspended high up on the wall of 
the dinning room. Althoug never well, !Irs. Mcxinley always 
accompanined her husband on public or private occasions of this 
type. The dinner hour arrived, as aid Mr. and Mrs. MoEinley, 
ana as the guests were about to be seated about~the boara, the 
orchestra struct up the National “ntem, ana in^ accordance with 
pre-arrangea plans, the eagle in silver unexpectedly to the un¬ 
initiated, flapped his wings metallically. Everyone present was 
startled at the banging, but it was too much for Mrs. MeEinley 
who fell into an epilectic fit. 

There was a line of talk about people who want to have 
babie 3 who want babies by geniuses, including Rebecca '.Test who 
had one by a. o. Nells,--a youth now ana m&rrisa, with sane 
ability to write and paint. letter from ^ebecca to ti is 

week aavisea that her son ha;- just ;.een rejected by the British 
Army because of a week heart, ina he ana his wife have accordingly 
aaoptaa six chilaren from London,--orphans who have been with 
those forced to gow to the country while the .tr lasts. 

"omehow Father ■‘-ivine's name came up in connection with 
lar^.e houses. A. ". saia that while ari’icg with Mr Roosevelt 
.at Hyde ark a few wee^s baox, they haa reraar*.eu that Father 
divine owned a "Heaven" just across the river froij the Roosevelt 
place. Mr. a. ", remarked to th« iresiuent that such a oiroumstance 
was somewhat curious,--that is to s. „ that on one side of the 
Hudson i8 F. D. while on the other is F. D. R. 

At nine, Me. A. ■•. and Henessy retiree to Lyle’s cabin, 
damnie IJr. her nusband end ch Id departed. Aunt Gamie and 
^obina flew upstairs while I came to my little house to jot 
this down,--and fold ur my beard.--which Ido now. 
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Un birght ana early, ana delighted to see the sun 
eft.r yesterday's rain. I had promised -'obina I would rid. with 
h.r to -a.hitoches to s.« th. dentist wh.n sh. left “tlrose to 
head toward -hrev.port. 'Vith a slight eold in my teeth, 1 had 
decided not to see the dentist, but I thought the rice would ao 
me (. ood , ana I knew I would enjoy a good chat with “obine, too. 

Returned to *“elrore about noon and did son. mail after dinner 
ana worked on my neglected "ournal whieh I had neglected during 
the past week. 

I had hoped to ao some work with **uut ■'ummie in the afternoon, 
too but when saw J'ran*. arrive with a coffee tray with only 
one’eup and saucer, Anew that the wor* would have to be passed 
up for another day, -“ater r learned that visitors had cone to 
see -unt -ammie, and before they left * heard tnem as tr.ey passed 
by my maisonette, inspeeting the flowers and aumi.in 6 the layout 
of “elrose 

It always hands me a big laugh when “unt "'amnie expatiates 
upon the majority of these people who come to call on her, for 
most of them come primarily out of curiosity, either because tr.e^ 
want to see ••‘elrose or because they are curious to meet her, or 
sometimes, although rarely.--both. "if they would only keep on 
nla in t caros," says “unt -acimie. "nonestly, "arlm ,1 haven t 
anything r can *ive them, and they ceitainly are wasting my time. 
But"--ana then relentingly, "we all have a lot of things we have to 
do x suppose, ana we simply must ao it wit out complaining, and 
I suppose that is one of the tnings that is e:-peot«u of me, although 
1 never have cine to ao half want to,--ano after sue;, /isits 
I'm good for a*thing". 

*»na what with the correspondence, the bookbinding, the 
weaving, the historical research, making the L ardeners Jump 
.rooked, supervising the household, fussing with Sarnie, etc., etc., 
her oomnlaints against those who have time for card-playing, in so 
far as they cone to her for diversion, does seem justified. 

**er's a story that somehow throuws a sidelight on -unt -emnie. 
few'years ago she heard that there were plenty of aigrettes 
meKing their homes in a lake back in th* woods somewhere not far 
from here, i’he birds were sufficiently pi ntiful that the colored 
folk wars Matching them for their pots when ahieaen was scare., 

A he idea that aigrettes were living in tne neighborhood was enough 
to start aunt ''amnio off, nd so she started out with her young 
daugh er, Irma Semperae, her hus -nd auu unotr.er person or two. 

e » 

Reaching the lake, the whole party elimbed into a boat, b.nt 
on 103 : ting the aigrettes, ana iueidently observing alligators 
with which the lake was'well stoekid. Before going. far, however, 
the boat sank, thanks to the antics of -n. ''illara. Fortunately 
the water was only about up to the knees of the grown people, but 
It was deep enough to soak the younger people thoroughly no set 
them to screaming in fear of meandering alligators. ut Aunt -ammie 
too*, the situation in her striue, ealmea the children and wading 
to shore succeeded in getting the otners to dry land. It b oes with¬ 
out saying that the Siareh for aigrettes was finished at thiB point, 
but finding herself where she did A 

u 
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-unt Jammie thought it an excellent opportunity to see how the 
habitat of the alligators might appear, ana if there were any 
•g, s to be found, ohe was warned tnat during the hatching period, 
the Rather alligator usually aeeps watch of her nest, ana is lively 
to att ck anyone who might approach the nest. But the exeentrieitie 
of an alligator meant little to -unt -annie, ana bo she t ,tve one 
of the men a stiek as a cudgle, and began sHttrring arouna in 
the decayed trunks of mouldering trees in search of nests, and 
finding one, gathered up several aozen of the eg t .s to take home 
to hatch. 

nefore reaching the car, they stumbled across a small alligator 
two or three feet loi.g, ana so he was p*t on the running board 
and transport a to *~elrose. 

**rrivin fa home, the alligator, which seemed to be in a trance, 
was placed in a deserted chicken-coop, while the family dined. 

After dinner, they went out to see how the alligator was getting 
along, and of course found that he had mot only come to life but 
had walked off. 

Ihe children complained bitterly that -unt w ammie had ruined 
swimming in -ain River which was then damned-at opposite ends, 
forming a narrow winding lake, and sure enough the darbies were . 
not long in reporting that an alligator was in ^ain -iver, and 
as time marched on, he grew by leaps and bounds. 1 don’t recall 
what if anything ever happened to the unhatehed allig-tor eg t .s, 
or wh't ever became of the ’'ain River inhabitant. Sufficient it 
is to cite t .is tale as a side-light on the personality of 
Aunt -amjaie. 
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Nov. $th - Tuesday. 

Op early and orAeu on my Journal and cashed off some mall. 


'«t dinner the .uestion of a *uew cooa cane up. A h« daughter of 
tr- woman wno orxsiued over the kitchen before wltmanao *nd -*it* -ta 
tS fill in us someone who lives in nc.rb, tebln who has recently 

iSe^hir dinthtar. She has carried on so ni 4 h aat "“J 

-nT oh. oh-,R aha isn t able to cjoa at the moment. "Ut 

lunt" -ammiessays th t her household must c o on, anc when tola by one 

of thei servants that the cuok saio she eoulan^t lxve^n J-r c. Jin 

anymore because of the nr or, of her offspring , “UBt enmie said. 

"Well, aint she sight. Yhat do you folds ti.ink we a all oo 
we all had to change houses ever., time somebody h d, • ( 

1 i v i n * in the roaa,—all of us -- if ws aid such foolishness . But 

iilt -amnie had , ivin the • or,an a few more days of „«.ce to make up 

ner mind , but that, if any, seems to o* la 6b aru, to sa rf the least. an 
so was a new cooa to be aequirea. 

.ar J. n. said there was a woman in the store at dinner time 
wno s«ia she wanted the job, and he had cone to ash -nuit oar.nie if 
she wanted to talk, to her. -unt -■ nmie did, and so she wu® ^oufcht 

tS th. fcoua. lor th. int.rvl.iv. x WB ! *?.'"for° 

since 1 hadn't seen *unt -amnia opertte in this fielo be.or.. 

Frank, “unt -anmie's "straw boos" ana prize housemen.toought 
the won' n in. \unt i- greetee by saying -»ood evenin vthiah in 
pres'-sd me, r>ince I had always though of evening as af ter .our ox fi • - 
o'clock and it was now a little after one. ihe woman said -ood e/enin 

"You live near by 1 :" 

"Yeesum, across, — pointiu c , across tx^e river there". 

”i<ow do you really want the job as coca for me" was tne ne: t 
wue°tion, to which an affirmative reply was forthcoming, because, 

L nt -6nnie"eojitinued " i don t want anybody to war* here who doeen t 
23 to? ’ M th. p.opl. Who wort. 1.9X9 u* I in. * ™»* 

them to went to work here or not won. here at all . ,n« wo an 

wanted to work her®. 

Phan -unt -annie as^ea her name,—and the answer was "Jim* “0 U‘ i 
thing ^avis". it seemed th t she lived in a house by herself across 

tre river witn i.er three a: iiur n. -efore she htu arrived, ~unt -eramie 
had tola ne that sometime a fa o, her husband haa Killea u'Vhiteman,— 
something wnieh ju t can t happen in Louisiana, anc. haa^ flea andwouia 
nev-r come bae*. -unt ''emmie s. ia that as she unue: stood the affair 
a aeputy in the saloon had needlessly nrovouca tne .and to every¬ 

one' s astonishment, the negro haa urnwn a c un ana billed the ^eputy,- 
and flea, -nd -unt -anmie saio she thought the aeputy haa got about 
what was coming to him. *o here was the n-gro's wife, who haa o.en 
living on the other baA of the river, with x.sr tnree chilai^n, ana 
now she was about to join the -e-rose staff. 


L 







iler.t “unt -anmie asaed her about her health and she said it -vas4£Jod, 
that she was never sic*,. She volontee. , too, that the children had 
b n well-trained and that they were able to grow up by themselves. 

i am under the impression th t one of them is six, but I can t say 
if that one is the olaest or youngest. . oo far, so O ooo. 

"e: t, —could she cook. x he woman surnrisea me by saying frankly 
that she'never had been a eook. ne-van know, anywhere else in the 
world the woman w uld hive sworn she was an expert. But “Ina said she 
never had. 

- was as ranch snrr l sea by “unt -ammie's repnons -."Well, that's 
alright. * know you c- n learn, and ■‘•'11 teach you. x here s only t ie 
one condition,—you must always bs honest. " 

A he woman a 0 ui. a her* that he was honest, and must say 1 be¬ 
lieved her. 

-na so now she was hired, ano there must be* the que tion of 

where she would live, -unt -ammie said that there was a house 

where the other eook haa lived ana that she could have that. ivery- 

thing under the house must be rsAed out ana burned, ana the house must 

be thoroughly cleaned ana whitewashed i .slue before she movea in. 

“nd did she k ve any --somet ing -which i diuxi t unaerst nd, but whie 

must have been livestock or some tiling of the Aifla, for the woman 

said she haa several ens. some guiwiies and some pigs., but now th! t 

she had i job she wouldn't need so many, -unt •'ammie suggested th;.t 

she sell all of them but left that up to her to .void*. Aunt -ammie 

also said that she wouia be glad buy some of her stoeA from her 

if she Gian t have anyone else to sell them to. 

* 

nater, -. -. came in, ana when tola that she htu stue^, he seia 
siie c^uld Liixig it all with her if she wished to, but unt -am ie 
agein ur c .ea her to s 11 most of it before she moved ovlr to her 
new home. —fter she ha ^one, “unt -ammie said to me with a grin: 

"*»ow ain’t ^ -. a sight, telling tnat woman she can bring her 
cl.icA.ens and guinnias over to tr.is side of the river witr. her. ~e 
knows perfectly well that them niggers will pick her ehicaen-coop 
clean if she brings then with her”. 

-no so “lma was tola th-t the cabin wouia be cleaned for her ana 
that someone wouia be sent to transnort her thinge for her, and thtt 
she -oula cone to work, if she want d to, two oays hence. -11 that 
was satisfactory to everyone, it seemea, b’ t after she had gone, 

.aunt -ammie seid with a laught, *ell, "arlin , we ve got ( a new cook, 
but let ne tell you one thing, we -ont have her start!* in 
a couple of cays, because I an sura that neither she nor 1 thought 
of it at the nosment, but two aays hence is Friday, and no nigger 
ever started any a w job on that aay." 

I was curious to know if tne n^eroes really uia steal from iath 
oti.er ana learned that they certainly aid. Bara •orown tola the iiauam 
that he always hauled huge trunks of trees to his house for firewood 
beeause, in splitting i* only as he needed it, he was ulwuy^ sure that 
"dem niggers" couldn’t run away with it. I made some stupid observa¬ 
tion regarding this robbery tendency to which -unt -ammie replied• 
"Wall, wh' t can you expect of those colored folas when hr. Smith of 
Louisiana State University is sent to prison on a A4 year term for 
doing just exaetly the same thing". 
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And sneaking of •* r. -mithbrings to mind a story I heard while 
in St. Franaisville. It seems thr.t n r . find Mrs. “mith asked to be i | 

received by Hiss Louise -Sutler at the Jotta 6 e. !!rs. ‘'mith, who is 
reported to be he devil in the piece, wanted to see Miss Louise's 
goid nives forAS and spoons. 

Miss -Louise either to aeeeea to some request of Mrs. u mith, or i 
for some other reason, * left the room for a moment in search of 
some treasure that was being aiseussea at the moment, ana when she 
returned, one set of the gold serviee haa disappeared. 

following up the sotry of negroes' ability to atquire what 
they need or what their simple feneies may erave. Aunt -ammie saia 
that one never needs eonsiaer anytning in Melrose or the cabins nppnx 
housing guests, although in the matter of fire wood or pears or the 
like, one may be sure that they carry off plenty, ^nee she askea 
Regis, one of her 6 araners, if they hadn't been stealing fruit from 
one of her trees. 

"Yaassura", he reaoonaed straightrforwardly ,"Dey shu 'nf done 
steal dat fuuit. I see 'em when ae's up in de tree." 

"And you stooa there line in ninny ana let 'em steal without sav¬ 
in' a word', 1 she laughed ana waved him away to some other task. 

- asiteu -bout this point in not reporting the eujjprits, and she 
explained that they are afraia of their own «ulor, fearing that if 
one of them should take a airline to another who ijight cross him, because 
it is lively enough the evil one might put a aurse on the innocent 
one, so that the latter might make up some morning crippled. Jj* or 
at heart it would appear that voodoo is still at the bottom of mueh .f 

of theirbehavior and soma people say that the ahuieh doesn't do much 
by way of correcting these beliefs.--assuming that sueh a correction were 
possible, others tell me that the local eonventp hereabout tarry on 
edueetionel work,--one sehool near Pere Augustin s ehureh, teaching 
three hundred students, but they do say that about all the children 
la rn is to say their prayers, ana that compitenet on the p-irt of the 
nuns who are te -thing and ubility ana aesire on the part of the pupils 
might both ;.e investig- ted to advantage. It is certainly apalling 
tht t of ,11 the aolorea people i Allow about these parts, only one of 
them ean reua. **unt -’amnia a houseman ana I get quite a Aiek out of 
one thing we have in common; for neither of us ean read a ine. 

There were a couple of guests in the aftoruoon.--some woman from 
Leilas ana another fjpm someplace- else from the same general locality 
Aunt •'ftmmie ana * aidn t get very far with our cataloguing, but 
in the evening we aid have grand eanversaticii before my blazing hearth, 
made up primarily of fascinating stories of life at Shaddy Lawn or 
lihsddy "rove, where her mother lived as a child'before the war. 


November 15 or 16th - misplacea my calendar. 
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Awoke about dawn this morning,—around six o'eloc^, 1 suppose. 

I was delicious just to lio in bed ana watch the eastern sky smooth out 
from deep oyster c ray to porcelain oink as i lay in bed anasurvey the 
oniverse through by beloved -ouis **1^ window. 

It was one of those pleasut hours of the da^ when it is just 
enough to be alive without thinking of yesterday's happenings or 
anticipating today's,—or even bothering to thiBA at all,--just 
as though one were living in reverse that uelieious moment at bedtime, 
when for a seoona one poises on the brink between conseiousness ana 
sleep, ana fdor a little segment o* a seaono knows thatpeaee has 
settled down and oblivion is assured. 


But 1 was glad to he- r Prank at ny door, anu it was rest one 
elbow on my pillow and si" ny coffee as he expertly laia my fire 
which in a twinkling was all aglow. 

I leaned through my shave ana shower, and before had finished 
brushing my hair, *'rwak had returned with ray breakfast, on a huge 
tr^y, smil-d to mysllf as * though of my breakfast rn IJew Yor 
usually bread and mil* and coffee. Here it is usually a full grape¬ 
fruit, bucon and egg anu more bacon, toast, ireserved xigB, a glass 
f milk and sometimes cottage cheese,—home made, of course, and 
a pot of coffee. 

A couple of ;he uog-s usually arrive on the gallery with Prank,-- 
the big, clumsy German shepara or olice dog ana -now. Sometimes they 
some in ana sit before the fire while i eat, 1 though the big dog is 
so silly that he usually gets to wagging his tail so hard that he 
ups sits everything that isn't nailed down, aater in th day Hansie 
or "einzie *rriv ; s. ne is a sweet little aaxhuna who usually 
stays vith '*unt -annie ill night, aria ecoraing to report always 
hywls madly all night when she is away from ho e. 


duels •‘nitefoot,--so named by the aarkics, is an affectionate 
dray and whitefooted sat who usually stays with me, and mai.es a 
nice tomranion, not only for me, but Iso for the - ogs in the morning 
uuring bre.Afast. -ometimes Monstrosity sta„a with me, bv.t never the 
tow of them together, for ticy aon't seem to ba friends, lthough 
they look it. eh alike. Mrs. U upy B. Long seldom . ets ov-rr for 
breakfast, si though Burwinu, uonstrositl s aimJurative mother gets 
over with the cogs. Its quite a ha py little f-mily, altogether. 


Aunt Oammie came over for mid-morning eoffee. *‘e did some letters 
about Mamie to University of Louisiana and to a man in lower Louisiana 
who has done mueh with this oriental grass which is being used limitedl 
v for weaving. Aunt -ammie has raised it in her garden, i believe 
the plant eame fnom Hgypt originally, and recently has been imported 
from -hina, * think, “nywsy, unt -'ammie has ha^ some of the material 
uspun by women on the pi- «e and haa also woven cloth on her own loom. 
It shall plumb this developement further, and shall send some o. that 
grown at *“elrose to .Dupont for suggestions on how to remove the 
’’glue” from it before the spinning is done. 


i haa hoped that we might do some more corresponuenee in the 
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afternoon but when my coffee arriveu with a single cup on the tray 1 
iui«w that that hop* was not to b« realised. u f course, more. pnsjp./. 
osople to see the Uistress of -*elrose , ana A discovered It.ter, us 1 
hud thought, that they would ht-^e made themselves ana their hostess 
much hST'nier if they had st.- id wherever they startea from. Kept on 
playing cards and left us alone. ^ 

I worked u bit streigheniing my no ebooks, and in the evening, 

“unt -ammie eane to my house and we'worked on inoex and sor pbook 
details. I lis ened to the radio for a little while, 1 ookea at 
pictures and so to b a. 





Uov. loth - Thursday. 
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Y/arm but cloudy, with occasional drops of rain. In thj_morninfc 
SirliBlwi., r.»41»s fur a whil. from h.r graadfath.r a 


dicry. 


T found th- dit.rv food. -iaeh day was divided into sections, 
with an account the we ther, inevitably followed by m llT 
tion of local doings, such as the names of visitors, the coming 
and going of st^mtrs of Bayou ^fuurche. prl" of various ««diti. 

and finally a Beaton devotee to the nativities on the plantation, 
including the names of the slaves who perfor *a the labors. 

The keepers of the alary always began eseh January 1st, with 

b nrsval. 


interruption - four hours 1- ter. 

**s * recall, A think we were calkint, about u x . “obinson, the 
eharacter appeurLng in uunt v ammie's grandf ther's diary. Borne of hiB 
activit ies-were reaorueu in it, but when these were supplemented 
by accounts which **unt •'arnraie's mother had hanaed down, the good 
Dr. seemed more extraordinary as personality than one woula be lively 
to run '.cross in more than one diary. 

The Dr., it seems, was a welcomed guest in grandfather's home, 
fo.r he was versitl* as well as exeentri*. and the oacities Were 
nicely ovar-bolnnoed by his aacomplishnents. -/hentver grandmother 
wanted any fish or game for the talh*, Dr. was informted, and 
promptly, venison, ducks, -ild turkey b or fish would be rounded 
up by the good Dr,who, it is said, never wore shoes exeept when he 
had to tr vel down th bayou on stemboat. another aeaomplishment 
of the Dr. was his painting, it seems he was an excelent artist, 
painting murals for over-the mantles ana turning off canvases of 
merit. I don t suppose I shall ever see any of his paintings, for 
I suppose they have all disappeared lon t since, but 1 should mightily 
like to, ana of course one cannot help thinking of this kinahip of 
u x. “obiuson to nature ana the similarlity of sueh adjustments to 
the enthusiasms of ^uaubon who must have been fitting from .Louisiana 
plantation to plantation about th* same era. 

x n the afternoon we ran down to the a«rtaog plantation 
a few miles below 1-lelrose on -tin “iver. The approach to th* house is 
through a splendid avenue of live-oaks, possibly a quarter of a mile 
in length, "efore the war, this place belonged to the Leoomte family, 
apt original house at the ena of the avenue must,have been lovely. 

It was a three story house, with pillars rising flush with thw- ground 
to the roof. The house was square and the gallery running across 
the fr-nt of the h use was duplicated by another running aaross the 
rear of the house, ■o'rom the left rear corner, a whlng ran straight 
baekwaru, ana this, coo, carried the gallery to its final termination. 


^•fter passing ^elrose without burning it, — possibly because it 
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Nav. 16th - eont. 

was owned by a mulato, “etoyer, the next big place the army must have 
eome to was the Hertzog plaee. *.t the time, the family was awa^-- 
i« x believe, ihe over-seer was on the front gallery, ana he 

was ordered away from the house whieh, he was tola, was to be burned. 
Miller the over-s:er, refused to leave, ana he was ae«ordin b ly shot 
dead. rhe negroes were joined by the Yankees, ana the house was 
oillaged ana set firs to. As she walked out of the house, one of 
the serfants piekea up a huge wooueneased cloe,;,--about three or .our 
f„t till, and so rescued it from destruction. It is the only pi.ee 
of furniture from the original house that the Hertzogs now possess. 

After the war, the lower section of the £ill! ; rs were sued to 
rest the found-tion of a new dwelling whieh is neither suggestive of 
the orignial house or pleasant inside or out. ihe rooms are still 
large but so drab andfurnished with such poor taste,--inspite of 
fins oi z ®es, that everyone who visits it is enchant d uo -ly out o. 
the place. *ht wing at the bac* was rebuilt with the same baa j^ste 
as the rest of the house, and is pointed to with pi iae because it con¬ 
tains a ehapel where services are neld by visiting -utholie eler fc y 
from time to ti e. 

’’Miss” bally, a o an about **unt •'aranie's age, aehes from morn- 
i HK til night at"tha “etzog place. “ believe her son, a man of some 
fourty y-ars, runs the plantation which is extensive, out ^ ?ncerstand 
doesn't more than nay the taxes, if it does that. his wife caches 
school nd the two small children, while seemingly as yet mune 
from the gloom of the place, romeaow tarry out tne ^nosphere that 
nothing in the house is ;uite in tune,--ana seemingly never <-an be. 
-unt -amraie says that if she were ev r to undertake doing over the 
nertzog place, she would start in by burning th house down, ana then 
possibly eoutid begin something by way of making tne place liv able. 

; 

’7e loox-sd at the stoe^s which are nent in the basement, a long 
pair cap ble of "aeconodatin u six offenders, na we were interested 
in the square triers in what had once been the floor of the front 
gallery but wnieh now was merely the spane under the ^.ront .oreh. 

-t scarcely need aud that I was delighted wnen we were able to 
,et away from the place. "e uropaoa by -ammie, Jr. in -loutiervil] e 
'for tea. returning to -elrose for supper, and hence to my maisonette 
where celeste came ith “unt ''amraie to knit for a while, •‘■or our 
part, “unt -amnis and I worked on th-- index for her Plantation 
scrapbooks. 


-U 
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Nov. >uth - Friday. 

-eleste drove me up to «aehitoehes early this morning, after 
a less leisurely breakfast on my part than usual. 

•‘nstead of taking the cement roao, we went by way of the liver 
road, and for the first time had a chance to see the old ■‘rudhorane 
houses along the way. 1 remember so well the Prudhommes that appear¬ 
ed in the “iary of the young man whom Lyle quoted from in OLD 
LOUISIANA. I shoulo certainly li^e to r a thbt book again, now that 
I am living in the miust of the country that it refers to in the Diary, 
"hat a pity that none of these a ritiss, old or young, tan read, 
“erteinly a hottentot secretary would be so ething that would set 
the neighborhood b rocking. 

i’he thing that impressed me about the Pruanonne houses were their 
moassty. i suppose most of them were built in the planter type 
daysbefore ele 6 snee got out of hand and moved up to the ostentation 
mark. I must stop by one of these places to call with **unt Jammie one 
of these days, as I imagine they are lovely inside, as most of the 
old planter houses were. 

"e returned before dinner, after wiieh x returned to my type¬ 
writer "or a bit. i discovered that while I had been in tO"n, 
my hours had been fixed up, ana -*utn w ammis must have been crashing 
the whip, because all was shipshape as it is whether she is here or 
not, hut so show there is always evidence of an adueu Joueh if she 
has ben supervising. ‘oday, for instance, there were two lovely 
bouquets,—one on my big table and one on the smaller round one. 

-‘•his afternoon it rained, ■‘■he weather is really too warm for 
a fire in the hearth, but it looks so cosy, I enjoy seeping a few 
logs goi,.g. "e read some of the days from the ./ears 185o, 166& 
and were about to go into lb65 when supoer rang. I enjoyed the 
“i&ry, not only for itself, but more so because it recalleu so many 
thin s to Aunt *annie who made every page live again. Once her 
Grandfather mentioned having caught a cub, ana so x asked if it were 
true as I had heard that there were bears in the C rcat eain fields. 

She assured me that it was so, ano said that J ‘heodore “oosevelt 
usea to cone down to her Unele J'ranjc Gg rre t's or Franii Irwin's to 
hunt with him. ■*■ had heard before that T. ■**. hunted in about every 
place I h; a ever unearned of, but a .Louisiana eane-braae was a spot 
undreamed of for bear hunting so far as x was concerned. 

n© mail for me toaay, but much for “unt 'amraie, including hooks 
from “lexanaer “oolcott who had autographed them and forwarded them 
from “alias. “obiaa had written a smart note, too* which gave 
both “unt "amnie and me a good round of merriment, and she inclosed 
the developed pictures of ■‘■'oster's uouna tnu tne Layman place which 
enjoyed much. A telegr m from -ennetb and “uaojjph today, saying 
they were running over from Denton this evening, and will arrive 
about mio-night, so shall look at pictures now and possibly receive 
them l f -ter, as “unt "'anmie isn't feeling ve y well and has gone to 
r; t ana as the boys are not at home, I seem to he the only one 
about except for the darkies and my little canine friends. 
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x'he ^endolphs arrived last night e little after twelve. 

Hot feeding very wall, **unt -ammie htu j.etireu early, ana I seeardig- 
ly fiddled arou u until the aog8 on my Hi gallary announced thair 
arrival. 

V/e aahttaa before my haErt for an hour or so, turn the* want 
ovsr to “yla's cabin whar t^e,, ware to stay to light tha fires and 
what not. •‘■hay brought me a smart lodging suit, ana so ~ eama 
bae* ana "lounged " t bit before going to slaep. 

I dallinaa thair invitation to hava bra nfast with than this 


ra ornirig, thinking it bat ar that thay be freed of any thought of 
guests so that thay might get unuer power at their leisure after 
their long journey. 

•de^ore mid-morning so fee, they cane o-er to sea me, and 
“unt w, annia joined us, for a nice long ch t before the heart and 
& tour of the garden before lunah—or dinner. «iueh of the talk 
was of weaving of whieh 1 understood little or nothing but i was 
glad to sit in on the donvarsation ana so gat i.attar acquainted 
through assimilating personalities that operata more freely while 
on subjects that are of primary interest to them. 


i-enneth was vary interesting in is account of the micro-film 
reooraing of buo^s of a film whieh enables tnier ehole 0 e of have 
fae-similies of any booi which other libraries, whieh the,, may care 
to borrow, it seems the film is ver. smal,--* gatnern about a half 
or quarter of an ineb in width, aria is so plaoea in tn* camera that 
it will r-eeoru page after page of a boo*., about five-thousand pages 
being re cornea in & day of six or seven hours, so that when this 
film is projected on the screen the retaer may have a elear reproduc 
tion of eaeh png# in a size that will be equall,--or if desired 1 ^ 
greater in size that the original, "hen not in use, the film may 
be returned to is small metal container, thus ere ting a permanent 
reeoras of any volume in fac-similie for storage in a tiny space. 

I unuerstanu that ti.e reeoras of man., institutions such as banks, 
insurance houses, ete. , are making use of this new invention as 
a solution to their storing problem for vast quantities of reeoras 
that otherwise may be hopelessly vast ana consequently infcceessable. 
The HHTV YORil i?I.<BS is also being inicro-f ilrnea, too, as * suppose 
other newsp. pers m y be, ana t is will surely be a raeora of in¬ 
finite ”ulue and convenience for reference purposes later, iow 
1 wish such a reeording might have been maae of all American papers 
from the beginning of their publication 


\ 


"'That with th£ *lo\dy weather and occasional drizzles, the 
inside 3ee id more conducive to eonversa ion than the garden, ana 
so the tndolp s and ~unt - amnie did a round of the loom house and 
v?*nt pretty theoeughly into weaving problems. 1 stayed long enough 
for a discussion of the “amie problem, learning for the first time 
the extreeme durability of this nataril when woven into cloth. 

Using 100 as a basis for its aurabilit;. , it is said th t linen 
would rate about <.5 ana so on down to rayon whieh would carry about 


7 per cent. He wonaer ** 
of “amie ana is thrilled 


unt - amnie is interested in her patch 
by its possibilities as a eomrandity for 


mm, 



6HK> 

Tt V 
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no. 1 a.* - cant. 

i..« ‘leutierville family came aewn for a inner, ana after supper 
we eh.ttea until -fter eight in kunt -amnie's room. V/# then 
retired for fireside ehat in gyle's eabin, with excellent dri 
drinks and hence home for lounging and a new day. 
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Yp &s soon as the first «js,»r gray of aawn spread its fan 
across the east, and out for a short turn in the formal garcen 
surrounding the -frieen nouse, behind which -unt -aftr.ie has pro¬ 
mised ws shall open the neugea in fenee with a wie-et, and in 
the firleas beyond shell areete our little la*e which we shall 
plant with white ana pink water lilies ana people with a few nice 
swan. 1 want to to see just how this land lay, ana ifj»e aennot 
have a little rivulet tfcat will run dwon to the -tin “iver at the 
far end of this new per*. i nope, too, that We ean built a little 
mill on this lane line the one at "erseilles. I thin* it whuld 
make a lovely guest house or boo* ana map house. 

The boys eallea on me about nine, and we joined -unt •'ammie in 
the big house. where —nuneth aiiti. I sat before the fi.e while 
the “*adam and -udolph selected shrubs ana various plantings for 
the ^endolph gardens. 

•‘hey left for Shreveport around ten, where the^ will,hive 
lunch with -obine, ana hence ill cri~e to ■‘'enton whee they hope 
to be around ee7en this evening. 

The V 1 outirville family cans for a inner ana Jharles dazerette 
aams over too from his f rn down in the country. —s usual, he 
drove in his buggy with tne colt trailing along as a spare. 

After dinner we wanaersu down bythe rivers edge, across the 
road from the gardens of the big house. There are splendid ex¬ 
amples of w.ter lilies, lotus ana rue iris down here in this little 

haven under the hill, dues “unt ■'ammie had given it a lot of 

attention, but has concentrated on other sections of the gardens 
lately, so that this art has suffered from the onslaught of 
new growth. The variety of different growths is astonishing. 

V/ith several barns, garages, ste^.-buit on this side of the 
rotu, much of the potential beauty of the stop has been tempo arily 
marred. This seems doubly regrettable since the River, in flowing 
by these gardens,--ana which should of course be their soul of 
beautfy an< attruetivenesss, is entirely disregarded!! ana- blotted 
out. Y/hen wc. start building the swan’s la*e, shall certainly 

see -to it that the garden ut that end of the property runs uo.vu to 

the river itself so th t .ve may gain the maximum of beauty from 
it. ossibly tnis will automatieally correct the neglect on the 
front of tne residence. 

After dinner we all restsu for an hour, haa coffee in my house, 
and then .vent riding to dote "oyeuse, as mentioned so requently 
and so intimately in the .Diary section of the boo*. It saw all 
the Tuhomms and Houtier plaecs ra mentions in his too*, the lane 
in which he used to -al* with his bleeketone. oafortu.w te'y his 
hjr?- has been destroyed Aunt “ammie has the cor.piste three 
volumes of this "iary in her library *®w mush ‘ wish we were together 
to read these volumes together and visit these old plantations 
in mutual enthusiasm to make these little pilgrimages twice as 
precious. 


and 


I am impressed by the comparative mocest 
•lauti.x uer^.s, briogiag th. piaatati.s 


of these Prudhomme 
owners into close re- 
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lationship. Obviously the cotton in ante-bellum days brought in 
a substantial income for so many plantations o" limited production 
to live se so well. 

Aunt “ammie has of course known many of these families, some of 
whom passed through'those trying days when General ->anke swept 
alon 0 these river roads of A sle "revelle, burning all the plantation 
houses. Today’s visit makes it cl a r enough why aOO houses could 
have been burned along the ban*s. suppose it is remarkable that 
places li-« Melrose, “ashmer# -lanta ion anu others aid nut go up 
in smo*e, too. - couple of details -bout ^ashmere, as tolu to 
“unt “amrais by the owner sets out how -ahhmere escaped. •‘■he mietres 

of the ul.ee explained to -unt “ammie that the house, which was n* 
new at ,the time Ban*s arrived, was saved b., the qulc-i thinking 
" of the heid of the household who placed red caps on the childrens 
heads, aunt -'aranie said she haa known that red e&ps were Indica¬ 
tive of only one things, — snowing the traveler a man who would 
tarry his suitcase, but she never knew a red eap would carry a 
plantation, too. 


-unt “ammie -new one of the old Paudhumme li-uies who died some 
tin* bac- at tne age of «0. Somehow her plantation had escaped the 
firebrands of utneral -oanxs ana stil stands to this day, 
the war she maae a trip to -ogltimore with her son who 
to study dentistry. '■'la servants have saiu 
homme started out for this rather extend tr p, 
several years, she instructed everyone to *eep 
was, and that she even left money in the dresser drawers, 

in the stability of an established order 


After 
ent there 
that when Madame rrud- 
,--x suppose it lasted 
the house just as it 
ate. , in¬ 


ti i eating great faith, surely. 


nd they event- 
Prudhonme had 


In Baltimore, her son married a Maryland belle 
ually returned to' isle —revelle to live, wla “*adame 

’ an enormous chest kept under her great 
r er allowed to touch it. '7hen she 
adane A rudhomme immediately calls 


one sneentrieity, — she had 
fourposter bed, and no one 
died a few years ago. the 


was a 
ounger 


ed in a 1 d? from an adjoining ^rudhoram plantation, ana 
he clu lady .was buried, they opened this great chest which hasd 


the old lady .- -- . 

stayed so long beneath the L rs.t bed. It contained a marvelous 
treasure of silver, plates, pi. tters, -nives ana spoons ana Heaven 
knows what 11. It would a pe .r that th* younger -iuaarr.e Prudho me 
did .'t set to high a store b„ it, as she used the great silver 
soup 1udeIs to prnnx pr«p Open -oors. ■‘■his silver is still in the 
young llaaame * rue ho me ' s family, unless she ha thxxxgx tr.rown it 
out for soma reason or other .--possibly in favor of ^oolworth eu-leryy 

-ome before sundown, supper, and au revoir ta the -loutiervllles 
before five thirty, -unt “ammie retired immediately, and i sat on 
my gallery for a while, enjoying the close of tnis warm summer s 
aav which nas seemed more li*e -ay than -ovember. I stretened out 
on my sofa for a while to listen to w rsjn “ells do the warden of 
-llah, with the only light coming from the hearth, and from my 
beloved ^.uatorzien window from whih ■*■ watched the bright southern 
st&rs twinkle in their *urt-in of gr.y blue t auxe. 
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•.nether boeutfful, -*cy-like morning. w p oarly, bathea and 
shvoa before breakfast, and so ready to further *: ulore the 
sits of the now garden behind the -frioan House. 

Bottod out quite a statk of mail before noon, ana wos oonsoquontly 
reedy to bolt efr the big house v-hen I heard the dinner boll. Jo 
had our first sample oj' the new aeon's handiwork, ana while she 
had said that she didn't know how to took but eoulo sure le rn, I 
Was convinced that she-was getting places fast, even though she was 
u little confused about setting the table no how to servo without 
olemonee's help, for ^Leraonee hto been B put to bod, and the new 
oook was more or less on her own. 

31raer, of all things, is her name, tno she is e likeible young - 
ish -unt Jemima. , with a beaming free and a kinuly voioe. -«hsn the 
enly remaining people left at the table were -*unt Jamnie «no I, 

Sihmero tame in to remove the uishes, and “unt -emmie engaged her in 
a bit of conversation. ’’irst of all there was the que tien of the 
ohiokens which *^lmer h: d brought with her when she moved to her 
cabin on the ^1 ntation. Iwo of these, it seems disappeared the 
first night she s.rived. As she pointed out to -unt -ammie: 

"I shur knowed who got dem chickens. Dot nigger next door to 
me, he come over -.rid split wood far me. I seen him eyeing dem 
ohiokens ana whar des roastin' and I tells him I can see whir ray 
ohiekofi am a-goin' if dey gees, ^nd shu ' nuf, des gwine went". 


It's fun to listen in on such conversations and usually a sight to 
contemplate, too, because the "got ups" tnosd simple fold. effoot, is 
frequently funny anu sometimes rather pie sunt to the eye and imagina¬ 
tion. i- suppose **lmer is about 30, although she might be more or 
less. ohe is rather fat, wears no eorset and exuaes raueh about the 
waste-line, nor color, is rich chocolate, rather shinny, and her 
teeth are strikingly white, her hsuband billed a white men in a 
saloon on the pli station, anc although it i the concensus of opinion 
that tho white’man deserved it _nd that society lost little or nothing , 
still, in Louisiana, a negro just doesn't kill a white man, and 
so Elmer's husband vanished in the night ami has never returned, leav¬ 
ing her with tree children. It of c- is« goes without saying that 
he can never 1st hi self be,found in Louisiana fcgtin, and so Llmor 
is just as sure a wnicLow as thegh her husband wore dead. 

"J-ts a Bhurao, aimer, that you hud to loose your chickens," 

■‘•unt -araraio observed,"but rc ember * told , you to sell everything 
before j ou came. dure eu-vgh, if t ,au dan t water out, that same 
men,--and know him because he steals pi£ut., of my pears and things,— 

he'll steal you ano your children, too". 

"Y»8sum," -lmer agreed in principle, "■ U ut he ain't gwine to 
steal mo and the ehillun, 'cause we’se juss expenses, nd ain't nobody 
gwine t' steal dat." 


Nov. >9*th - eent. 

•“unt '-amnia eane over for miu-aftern on coffee, and wo started 
to do some writing together, but we v-iun't get very fur, for first 
•3itt came ab-ut so• ething in the house, and then -crank returned for 
the coffee and to receive instructions for o&m ^rown and *vegin, and 
then followed Liner for instructions about supper. It seems that 
"'lemenee hasn’t been much of a help to her bee use she has prefered 
to do the wherk herself rather then show poor -lmer. hut in ex¬ 
plaining the situ: tion Limer made it quite clear that she didn't 
went the Madam to say anything to -lemenee because she didn't went 
"no hard feelin's” with her. 

After supper, wo sat and talked at the table for a time. It was 
already d rk outside, -■‘lmer had taken out the dishes and had been 
alone in the kitchen when sud enly we he rd much giggling going an 
out there, •■'rank hid come in, and thinking Llmer h d gone home, was 
startled to find her doing dishes in the fitchew which was pitch 
dark. I don't know t whet er she thought that this was the custom 
or whether she didn't want t« aisti.rb tno ^adum, but whatever it was 
she gave crank a surprise with her rattling round with her dis- 
ran in the dark, and after the surprise, he automatieally was moved 
to the giggles and accordingly had a onderful time polling fun at 
poor **unt Jemima. 

Aunt “’ammie retired early, ana I worked for a while by my 
window, but the night seemed too preeious to be wasted by staying 
insiae and so I took a walk down to -sin -Ivor and back. I am so 
impressed by the vast difference in the Southern sky as opposed t- 
th t of Lew York. •here is always seems sueh a dark, blue-black color, 
while here it ul ay s seems so much 1 er. lighter, like i soft grey, powder 
t us, with soneho- an tdacd brilliancy to th stars and moon on nights 
such ar we are h.-Vlng no . It seems li*.e sueh a long aist noo 
back that I saw t e full moon rising apposite Lookout -ounttin. 
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Nev. List - Tuesday. 

Another beautiful rese-dgray dawn tno c'xt-iut came early 
with my eeffee, ana liAe b kindly n.uisinna *remetheus,, kinaled 
hie accustomed morning fir#. 

i dfcshed throu 0 h a «Pld shower and shave end wis listening to 
Press-Asdic news when he returned with my breakfast. 

At eight-thirty I met -eleste end together we drove t# 
^cehitoches where x hta a session with Dr. llc-coit, the dentist, 
end pieced up plenty #f leeal gossip. 

Ph# color-line in "aehiteehes was the subject #f mu«h con¬ 
templation by the local citizenery. There hav t been severtl 
versions ef the current problem, but this is what I deducted as 
approximating the truth: 

The -athelie -nureh in Ilathitoenes, eratinea fer wership by 
whites, funetLens nermelly, but another -athelie ehureh, is set 
asiae primarily fer eelerta people, ana in this -hureh, beth negro 
ana rauiatte celebrate the religion bases en the theory ef the 
brotherhood ef man, alt.eugh the distinction between the ne L re and 
the mulatto teases to esist in every detail except the actual 
eelebratien ef the -*a3S. All soeiel gatherings end common endeavor 
in raising funds, etc., is strieKly divided inte two greupe, the 
Llulatte feeling the nresenee of a eoler line between him and the 
Uegre Just as distinctly as the White men feels the line ef de- 
markatien between himself and the mulatto. 

A white priest, officiating in this -hureh of color, deter¬ 
mined te aestrwy this eoler barrier by ashing the negrees te attend 
a social gathering in the ’'hureh's Recreation nail at an evening's 
entertainment engineered by the mulattos. A hc mulattoes, however, 
had different iaeas, ana therefore postea a member ef choir 
groun gt the deer, with instructions that in Che event any 
negroes should try to attend the meeting, they sheula be advised 
that this gathering was for Rulattoes ana that the negores were 
free to use the “all at any ether time convenient for them te 
held their meeting. 

It Is the concensus ef opinion among these who have lived 
len L in this region, that the preist made a grave error in trying 
to effect such a gathering ef two groups which ere so thoroughly 
conscious « each ef their own differences ana superiority. 

Shortly after mulattoes began to arrive, a few negrees pre¬ 
sented themselves at the doer, but were adviseu by the doorman that 
the meeting was fer mulattoes exclusively. Phis made the negroes 
ripping mod, .na, knowing that the nulate who advised them regard¬ 
ing the finer points ef the meeting was empleyea In t leeal 
movie house, tr.e n.gores went aireetly to the manager ef the 
theatre and vehemently denounced the mulate te the manager of 
the movie plate, swaring that the negroes, ea masse, would hence¬ 
forth beyeett the house if the mulatto employee were net discharged 
immediately. The manager therupen fired the mulate. 

-nd so the town buzzes, many taitint up the cudgel fer the 


Uev. LIst, - font. 
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tr*:si-, i. *• *■»“■ « ib s ' ,sn 

tried. 

It is ratner surprising that white clergy ijjthis region 
«»• tar. 11T.4 risk tZ .IS •*.!» 

t? U stir?ing up animosity between the nulatte versus the negro, or 
iu seme eases, a hub-bub between the whitei andO-tAe multttees 

fer ne geed ressen. 

\ .... ln p.int is eld ‘ather "aumgarten wheats *••*$•*• 

ss: :z \£ *..«» — i* 

t«ts -ach tent was labled by its various groups, so that the 
r^’tent was elearlv visible as to character, as was all the 
Tvlr IrllZ in the several churches which were sponsoring 

USMe 

wcsaccordingly 1 disposed of,-and wisely so. 

There are three priests here at the “‘•tt.y.r -hureh at -elros.,- 
i^eaven along k»ews why there sheulo be mere than •' 1# * •’ 

Es.«g.-««::: : : ™“ 

sn? ~ 

mg than his -“^ter-p rt WLth.ut .01 J r - twio as intell.gont 

the negroes and mulatto -s I havo kmo lf #f th , ra 

88 tho white man, in spite ef the faot t . _ the nation 
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has bean solved, ^ Buppose there will be little ihuiiat fctt 
iiiK the color problem end determining the status of J" 

organized satiety, and whether eeler will ev«r be werthy ef * 
pl*«# beBiae the white man,—and if tne white man will e J« r 
able ta compete with eeler in the event tnat once given an equal 
atstus, the eeler racy prove Itself superior to t/.e white. 

After three hundred yerrs sine* eoler wts introduced inte 
verier nothin* seems to have done that approaches any sert of 
e satiofaetory solution ef the color problem, ner has the emancipa¬ 
tion e* cole/done very much to bring about an aeaeotcble solution 
this eoraplex problem. ~n n,lishmi.n, soe king o. war wrote t 
few yeurs back: 


"le e« on earth we pr y tnu si Jit it 
u na Tiay t thousand priests te bring it, 

But after two thousand years of. Suyln, -^ass,-- 
We've got as far as poison gas." 

“no form where I sit, it would tnpetr that w« have been 
about cs brilliantly suooessful in solving the e-lor question. 

A he u eeo "eek says that the fields are white for the hirve*t 

Somehow I sense in all sections of the country a feeling 
toward eoler not unliie what so .« wit of the 16th century or., s-al. zea 
in sentence re, ruin, the eomra.n p*.ole "3.1jw the l.ss.r^n.bility 
begin the higher animals." ■‘■articulerly is tr.is true 
±»erth and ast where peonle are slowly becemin, ^ ir , 

whereas in the “euth, Ion, living recognized eoler,the 
tl.e other ciue of the line ire ti et ted a little 
they were a responsibility of the white side of 


in tho 

</iJS«louR of..col or 

Ui< 

more as though 
the line. 


I eannet help but wenter, nvever, if — interruption; 
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bev. 2L»d- Wednesday. , . r 

■hese or. nights that are filled with musle.' Henry van tyke's 
poetry beoemas mere the coming of e new day: 

"•<hat time the rose ef dawn. 

Is laid across the lips of night, 

“nd all the drowsy little stars have fallen asleep in light, 
r ia then a wnadering wind awayAes 
**nd f runs from tree to tree, 

**nd borrows words from all the birs 
*o sound the reveillio". 

Beneath this southern moon, one senses moxo aceutely than in 
ethe climes that when in If of natui e goes to sleep with the setting 
ef the sun, mother half instinctively awui.es trio so projects a meveinent 
end murmur of life all through the night. 


-erhfcDs this activity is more apparent an moenlit ni,hts, since 
an ample chorus ef feathered friends swells the whisper of night into 
an undulating song thrt sometimes hushes itself toward silenee only 
to swell it again toward a distinctly audible .. 


The moon was high last evening before the sun was spent, so that 
the borrowed light ef the satelite smoothed the brid,e from major to ra 
minor of the inseats song when the fire in the west dissolved into the 
silver shine of tne moon. 


Aunt “amnio drepne,. by before supper to tell me that Lyle had 
telephoned from "ew w rletns to say th t he would not be able to 
come on the evenin, train. She was utpressod, me * thou,ht a little 
turn through the g .rden with her would would da us bath good. 

"e strolled by the -friar.n House, and hr ok to the rm ,trden, pouring 
through the fence whore the wicket is to bo concealed, unc beyond which 
the new artificial lake will be laid out and swans will swim ano g 
dream. In spite of her disappointment, she eeuld turn from one subject 
te t nether in a manner which 1 found extraordinary, since have never 
Known snyene who could dominate, and seemin,ly eradicate disappointments 
with such a parent sue.ess. I was sorry to he r the dinner bell, for 
I should hu”e gladly walked in the evening light much longer. 


Sunper was a hilarity, approximating the noon meal e- a few hours 
earlier. ^*t the mid-day meal, ^lmer, the cook, had worn an enormous 
blask hat on her head, in strieking contrbst to the yellow stocniug 
log with an artificial flower stuck in it, which she had effected tho 
u&y before. Tonight, to my disappointment, she wore no head goir. 

Liu eh ef the aet ils of table sottiu, had been wer-loo^ed, with a 
spar city of brtad plates ana t dearth of soup-spoons for whieh we had 
nt need. -ufit -aramie had especially requested toast be served for 
ban but no toast appeared. Asacu if she h&a foigotten it, u lner slid 
sheV.dn't. “he didn t serve any toast because she didn t Anew what 
toast was or how one ffiade it. ‘mint -ammie was marvelous, “he merely 
said r'ght ’ s alright "lmer, — you'll learn ano tnen it l« si-. y , 

I am beginning to realize why a trained servant on t plantation is so 

highly prized. 

After dinner, J'ranA oame into the dinning room to get lilmei under 
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wt>y, _er like the angle ha is, he has been halnin,-. her , et useri 
her new demaine. $ xe.uk. end ~unt -wnmie haci mueh talk r* t nrdLn- the 
pro t (esr b ing m.-.de, with oeefasional remarks oy Aimer who ie r-jrin 
every effort to sueeeed, peer thing, but is getting ab!ut tl f b r ** 
t« the moment, h s a person who etn't swim, who, upon finuin, h mself 

tr,uai furi - uEi ^ ^ 


**fcbin it bare itself upon me what a savin. *rrj «e is u 
hurn^r. **unt Emmie eoula s.:e somethin^ funny in most of the^short* 
e-min L e aur ui_ the nnst two sessions At the t.'.ble, and oonlct f entlv 

t.va sns ** «■!?««/ 

l! “" ’>•“10 h« "lth her b.eutse ,f the Lit"., 

’.VhRtJ'ae s-gwine to d«"*'rank soberly observed " i« to emt m. 
cress and nut «n tomorrow. Mid then I'll" be in the’pl ee yau needs 


me, 


"^'renk Me ran. 


„ Y »u'll do nothing «f the sort" 

In the first nluee, you've got to 

I 


, you re s sight. 

-unt -emnie eountered leughin ly 

him 1 . 8 SS’t.'SIi**,?" •• yu h.4 pl.Bn.d, I wr.t. 

Sirv.os till hlm’.f? w*”-® 

armss/** h,w thi ‘ ,£s 1,11 «•« «-• * 

l.ft Vh !f .I 1 ? 11 ? f ,r tbs ra ' <rr *“ "«• tlnish.4 « th. s.rv. „ts Md 

r m r- * f A* 

S2r 


•<’e shiu 
lingering an 

nifcht. 


^eedni^ht about eight-thirty ano i went te my little heuse 
my gal lei y te «ont,„pl..te the wanders ef this heavily 


-g;,/ 1 -* n? t ? J ' a ” sres 

ueiitLous spring-like morning, b warm sunny heur en the gallery !o ing 
trhough mail that means everything werth while te me.--missies ef life 


Nav. kind, - eon eluded. 66 


from these I leve end whose messages in one form ®r anether, bring 
their hearts te ma*e my heart the warmer and a life, already aelcious, 
more fulsome eno worth while. Ana *unt oammie who somehow makes every¬ 
thin' have an addeo value, and Jf rank and --lmer, i no bam "rewn and 
all °t# me..* the little faseents of eolor that se enehantingly eateh 
the'flare from the c reat beeon that shines for us all. demerrew is 
supposed to be thanksgiving, *'er me itiwill be so,--but ne mere se 
than t^aay. 
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V 0 , tr iv but lingered 1 eng over my delicious gieakfast, ana listen¬ 
ing the ne-vs broadcasts which were of no ospooUl intorost, but goo 
U > fill-in e»d an* excuse to here onethor round cf coffee ,wr ne tuo. 

another saucer for eld "nole l, hite -oet. 

naifehed nest of ny nail h.fere nine thrlty when ““ t9 

say tli t “unt -ennie would like ne to have mid-morning co. ee ■ ith i. 

at the big house. 

. fauna r.«ra in a dr.ssi % ga»n-th. first tlm.'* < 

srs “£ * f 

pleurisy during the night, and was accoiaingly 6 -m fc slcv iy 

today. "rank will need that aress, * do h = lieve. 

"he visitor was -oesoliuo, who figureu in «la -ouisian*, the 
section about -hristmos at -elr.se. ^he is a good but 

used to e.u far “unt -anraie. -t one tine she was the wife of ( uny 
eaeh took unto th« other another mate, ana esselina new lives ae n 
the -cud!--" Low net where but * suppose toward “»&»»• -ub.rW.quo s 
house. 

In suite cf her condition, “unt -ammio was equal to many a {j**-*^ 
leu. h ana “esseline was net remiss in proviaing a pie.nty ** th 
tmn mistress ana servant reviewed eld tines .nd remarked upon the 

present. 

*t sterns ti.. t eesoline’s husband has already exhausted all hia 

cash wL.h ne earneS from cotton. ton ef thiL.“ft 

through “. a., " belicfe. -saven knows how they will oettnr.ugh 

the waaSaeline haa driven over to elrcse to JZ't ha^o enough 

e mattress but diseover.d aftor she arrivea that sne oidn t hav. enougn 

mcney. “unt -»mmie announced that she would D et notnin* *5* ra ^ 

Sith havin, a car and all. -OM.lin. merely giXl Stp 
fectly well that -unt -annie would provide hoi with a litti B -P 
for the store which would rrcduce the materiel she wanted. 

"■it serves you right to h-ve to sleep on the floor", "unt "^riio , 
said with f. twinkle in her eye. "Aint none of yo u t ct any sense he ii 
a eer". 

"Ya.ss'm, y.ss mW. -iisa sh.u Is right, *ut, 

we'se all get a ear new, end new we shu does need it to irde our 

s away". 

"Leray, ^esseline, all you folks is just alike. .kint «'tryin' 
to get any sense into your heads, but after all, maybe y g 

mere than we hav, '.uise y.u Han't warthy abaut nuthin 1 , and wa ell 
are a-werrin' about ourselves and you tee. 

"It shu am de truth, mam ana ae L-ra knew we ain't got no business 
wiv a ear". 


* 

1 




■ 
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Nev. 23rd, - cent. 


Aunt lemmle was geed te put an such t shew for my benefit. It 
was clear that she wan't up to farm physically and her voice shewed 
the effect of the pleurisy under whieh she was suffering. But es 
I sipped my coffee, she kept “eesseline chattering along in a 
fashion that would clearly display all these basic qualities ef the 
race whieh she so xnx distinctively typified. Far "essaline negro 
with a luseieus eheleate color, deep, rich ana velvety that her 
werk in the eotten p *teh hasn't been able to insr. ‘‘hat's more she 
is silly, Kina hearted, animal-1ike, Geu fearing, happy-ge-lueky, 
sober, quick to find humor in any situation and with a directness 
at arriving at profound truths that a savant e-ula only wonder at 
and wish he hadn't wasted a life time seekiu fc a universal that 
"leeselineripples off the end of her carmine lipsas thaughtlesslyas a 
duck shakes water off its tale upon climbing out of a pond. 


-s a leader, “unt Jamraie mentioned something about seme one 
who worked for her wearing a wig. llesseline mentioned that her 
wenther used to wear one. I understand many g negressses ae. It 
seems even -'lememee swears she will net appear in the big roid after 
dark without wearing hers. But ^esseline's mother had trouble 
Keeping hers, whieh “unt ’'amnie h&a beugth for her. une night 
her husbana got mad at her end chasing her abvut the cabin, caught 
hola of it, tore it off tna flung it into the fire, -unt Cemmie 
got after him for that, saying that he would have to pay f* her 
for it, sines it was hers. °f eouxs. she never dreamed that he 
w.uld, ana nsedloss to say she was right. Another time a rumpus 
flared in the cabin where Llesseline's mother lived. After her again, 
her husbana chased her about the place, but she sueeeedea in eluding 
him and crawled under the bed so he couldn t g.et her. But she for¬ 
got to pull one foot behind her ana her husband ec«rain fc ly drew a 
gun and shet her through the instep. He then raeea over to «unt 
Gemnie excitedly rnd fnnouneed th« t his wife had shot herself through 
the foot, it was t pretty serious matter so f r ; s her recovery went, 
and sc .unt -amie dragged her to “Ireveport, ninety miles away te 
a hospital. It we.r obvious to the decters th* t the wound could 
net have been self-inflicted, but no charges "'ere brought against 
the husband, -unt dumnie used to make him ge te “hreve^wrt te see 
her, but after t trip or twe, he balked. Aunt w eranie upbraided him 
but be countered with this:"*ou knew, Madam, I'se got as mueh need 
ef Shreveport as a aead man's get of de world." —-no that enaea 
that episeda.... 


■Lyle tame up frem "aw w rl«cuB an the eight e' clack train. 

-fter he haa paia his devoirs at the big house, he called an me 
and we went ever te his heuee and ttlkea leng en plantations and 
whatnot. Frank had rearing fires geing, ana he w*s delighted 
when -yle teld him how nicely Frank's son was making eut in his 
new jeb at the ot. "barles in Hew v rleans. There is something 
imperial in Lyle's capacity te eenoexn himself with the alings ef 
all his friends, both*white add eolorea, that it is readily uncer- 
st&ndable hew averyene Is attracted to a persons lityso lavishly 
enaowed with a genuine eoneern fer the happiness ef the individual. 


of current goin 6 s en in Aew Cleans ha 


8pe*.e mueh. 


Sinclair 


N 
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L«wla is iu tawn ana according te report he is te stay there 
druing the “inter with his niece # jajrlno chila ef 

^orethy A henpson is e: pected te vis t the city later in «b . __ 

t t _« V.,, th<» first time that a certain suther ealled iitvid ehen, 

er seme similar acme, living in -‘ississipri, collaborates withUiss 
Hherapson an seme af her telumns. H» the -esties would eajey that 

raareel. 

7e spoke mueh af “race *-iag, tee, wham Lyle htd known far 
years. He deseribed her as a snail, whisppy white htirea 
with gr.st br#WH »y.s uri > as.id.ci t.ud.u.y tw.ri pr.t.wti.n t.w..id 
t-heqe whem she did net know well. A suspect that this latter 
“vtrtue* never .t int. full play with Lyle, f.r he s. er.udcs an 
absence ef anything bordering en pretention that 1 sheuld Ijagina 
ha eeuld have easily ueflated *“»aan x.in L .possibly without either ef 
then realizing that he eeulu set her feet an thegraund. He montlened 
a het summer’s -undt.y afternoon a number ef years a t e when hi 
reeeived a frantic messages from ‘'race. He rushed ever te her heuse, 
nrenc.red for almost any eventuality, ana was momentarily relieved 
te find her dressed in white, striding up an dawn her greet s<*lea, 
iSirt «aS"..pl.a with ghostly furniture l**™*™*””**** 
solenoexit with glittering chandeliers. In her left hea sue was 
weilding a palm le* f fan rai t hitly, her billowy tresses waving, 
first te the right of her fa ce axid then te the reft as the fan 
pissea front! .ally before her fate. -n her left hand she was 
elutahinj a letter from her n«w A ork publishers, ano it 
was this messafes thrt had se turned her werid tespy-turvy. .n 
it they hud beg her p rden for bring up the natter, but they aid 
wish te touch on the fact that the nenerirs for whieh ahe was 
under centraet with then were aver t-. yasr passed due end since 
ne one eon foresee the eventualities ef the distant future tee 
clearly, night they net hop* to have the manuscript within the 
near future. ul iss ^in L was eutraged that they should da: e in¬ 
sinuate that she wes go Lag to die before finishing these raemeires, 
ana whit was she te replete t ese damned Yankees, eta. , eta., 

Lyle, ef course, agreed with her the. t their eallusness v;e s eutre c e- 
eus, that they sheuld be publicly aeneuneea, etc. , etc. , **nu I 
suppose hex eventually got her cooled eff ana possioly wi 8 
instrumental in getting her te finish the manuscript -- 
whieh he suys she sheuld never hive written in the first pl^ee.. 

1 seo^e ef ray an.loymant of her OLD JHiOLH N^IILIGS whieh ne lines 
t.J. ...» he ittWMtMl h.r SOOXOCY Of OU. .13* UBI/UB3 «hl.h h. 
h. a nra.h «la., t«. •<. Bp.is .* h.r llt.r.ry ass..i.ti.h with 

“herles ^ayerre whem * admire sc. nueli. "e alse beneenea the pity 
ef it that J fcysrre at 85 sheuld have had te scribble for bread, 
and hew Gra ceding hao assisted the Gayarres, inheriting the authors 
nepers. ef whieh A feel she may hi v borrow mue fer her elo 
-reele families, and hew she toe* tare ef his widev; until her 
ueath. 

X nueh enjoyed ayle's account ef his severe illness lift winter. 
His account ef the first ptxigS ef illness during the “‘erdis ^ras 
celebration in whieh he partieipa ca, eesturaed as a Dalmatian. or 
the ensuing illness, the operation ana the long cenvelesance, during 
whieh psychiatry was brought lute play,—with consequent items 

te pay, when he was oelcrieus se letig. One phase ef this he aes- 




i>6v. t.3rd, - -hanksgivin & - cent. 



orib’ed with particular clarity and eeler. ■‘•t seems that he thought 
he was viewing se s marvelously rare and beautiful c nvesses, and 
was considerably annoyed at these people ef his 

acquaintance who hapneneo te be present because they refused te 
tensiaer his imagine pictures very seriously, -he one that struck 
him most forcibly was a huge -eneir ef gerge.us color and design,-- 
a tree with e.utifuly green foliage in whieh three lovely nude pink 
laaies aispertsd themselves with mersurea abandon,--one reclining 
alenf- a limb, another reading a boot ana the thried with her feet 
draws up so tmt sne rested her need en her tnees<. he persnettiv# 
was aown through the branches through which shewn a w-n eraua gulden 
sunshine, the whole eompe si tien was aene in strong m. eterful steles 
tntt tne brush had created by using one fell swene te inaieate in an 
inch-wide line the beautiful brown tresses of each laoy, ana tne 
aistant baeigreund was equally fjreeful in spletehcs of titanic 
garths end strength. It has alsways seeraea such a pity that people 
who dream such coleiful masterpieces never seem to be these wnese 
talent lines along lines that would en ble them to renreauee ti.em 


‘here was talk, toe, ef “euisiant polities. Lyle, ef course, 
has known many a c reat er neat L re-t in -ew -rleans and He ten 
*‘eu, e ever a perioa ef ye.rs, -na his slant en current reaction 
in New rleans tv tne men who were stupai enough to let themselves 
get caught in their fancy manipulations ef State funds is m eduettien 
u Qt ratiier strange aspect seems te be that public resentment 
seems tie be concentrated against e> -eternor “eseha, wha, as 
I understand it, was never very important in the graft set up er 
even as i headliner in the current ir.ve stig-a tiens, although ef 
course everyone knows that he is as deco in the seandles as all 
the rest.—but probably net mere se, >nd pessibilit with less 
edieusness than many. At the “nvi*ersity in Baton -veuee, workmen 
have smashed his nsme out ef the tiling and removed all evidence 
ef memorials, such as bronze tablets en buildings, etc., whieh 
tarried his name. I guess he never did lave much money before he 
pot into the ’'everner's chair. n®i.kher did his sister whem ‘•yle 
kna s. w h* had studied fer e good Decree in chemistry and ■_ fter lt- 
«eivin L . it leered long for a job, refusing one at a fit salfcry„in 
a, a, U. because ef her aversion te b^sin*. cennetted with pull^ 
in gaining a position of that nature. ’7hen about fourty, sne 
finally landed a jeu in some Governmental Bureau in "ashingten, 
feel in leva with a chemist there, ana married him bout a year 
fc.e. *ix months later he aevelenea “an elaborate euneer ef the 
sternaah" and either is dying or bar died, and tne former kiea 
Lesche colled en l. le the ether day, and talked incessantly about 
the innocence of her brother ef whieh she is genuinely persuoded,-- 
but os “vie says, hev; cm you talk, sensibly with* anyone like 
her’at such a time,—portIsulsrly sinee she holds views regarding 
. the «y-G#verner whieh run se contrary te all avtil..ble reeo ds. 



1 


«•* 
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j 

24tb. -?riui.y. 

It wt»a a prcaching three o'elwci this meniing when lyl* ana I 
hao had our last urina of tne evening and tnl^ea plantation iu the way 
wa both love, altneugh the flaw af hi t fab-..lls ni b ht well hav* b«cu 
named at tna t hour, »ur convjrsutiwh «oulu easily have slid aleng much 
longer. '7ith characteristia ^uxCua,,, nyie escorteu me ta my maisonette. 
It was a b lorioua d*.y, —w l Li. orixlinn, r^uiiu mean nu hu c a cumulus ciouas 
atratauinfa 11..o L ,nut pluia-a crass wib b xittorixr tt u-vaiiB, j-t accias ta 
me the -»fri o-u ..ouso ..-Vor xoo..«a more --fricun in the uiu-r uli*w li b r.t. 

op «iiifar a Wa*.. uown ta one Melrose -ii- b e — ex- s tne -ailr 
bcf-rela-ping «hr-u, h - cox- s.-ower uuju ur-_*.i-at with onciu .Lite 
Feet befex a a b ia./iut, b ra ta. ~uut •'am:. i a aho -ylw came ovex fax nid- 

ruar .1 in t aoffoa -rid nuji. t-i*. -bout hatches cwuntry aiiu .^-aii.t *'rtu«is- 
ville. Dinner j: mo J.-ui upon tne heals of c-ffau :.i:u c-i.VeiBa tieil, 

'-no when wa ware done unu hau hurriedly ,_ianeeu trhau b n tat mail, 

-y It ana I >vul«.eu j^sr t* call on ..ciine. -.aline is suffering, Ixam 
rhumatism but when sho saw us oomiht. tnrou b n the Bsc.ua fc etc, she flew 
ur-una fast unu uuuucu on Some rice power which fa .v« har a curium 
anpetranae, whi t with two «lu uiue banuana hanut.*i cnief over her wrinkled 
aiu face, 

..aline lovos ~ylu unu h-tu.’t su-ia him in ever so long s- tat t hex 
wsxeome was ueubiy warm, /a ateppuu into tna room whaxa sue coons and 
outs unu sleeps,--one ueu in the corner wnare sne uiu "uencxal 3eaux* b tra 
Sleep, anu an - ti.jx ecu in an aajeihiii b cvnit. whe-r* hex nephew rusts, 

‘in b-odS ware nicely mt-de, ana lo-.-cu uUtoiiiSi.ii. b l,, frost ana cloth,-- 
Whi-1 with the XII enic.*ons unu b sets uiu a uoioii cats tnat WahueX asuUt 
the roam at will. fh* sun was bright -utside but tna breeze was braci*. fc 
so that the birux fe. tnarau croutuxes wax a b uu to linger ii.siaa, sr,axii. fa 
the hearth with a coiiaotiaii of acts which alternately dowea ana sniffed 
at the sovarad stuae nans that were simmerin L an the bxieas. -eline, 
at -yle's request, tret tea out i.er family album which we want through 
leisurely, as^iut, heline ab^ut this one .nu that, alia remt i *-ih b her« 
unu there unen one .r unotiicr of the .strix.in b features af her mulatto 
relatives ana ninxfel*. 

“‘any a fresh r*li b ieus pictuxo i*u been auuea ta the collection 
pasted oil ti.a wall since -yle's last visit, ana h v io maae a little t.ur 
af tne eaain ioo^iii c at ti.esa as ^eiina nexu evux t in ner str i c .iit each 
chair, two le b s of wnich rest an tne brie*, alee*, ana ti.c otner two on 
the well narueneu «.rth Which formed tr.efiiar af un« aaoih, x.« wonder 
-alihC, at bi> feels an woCaSiouai twiu 0 Xi.uUmatiSO.. 


one spo^s much of ala times, ana slid i.ito ^reneh as sne ra b alad us 
with episeaa aftur episoaa, pu.iautuatii) b jier rema-^s with a t entle sweep 
af the broom she held as har enthusiasm meunteu or as the ci.ia^ens b ot to 
anr ious a out tne contents of trie steaming pots ana caus. aernaps her 
most interesting uetail af the oiu uays was har aefreunt of ail naixjts Bay 
and the custom wnicn fun.iexiy ouoainuu whari this sarvia* was x.exu at 
hi^ht in the t,raveyaru where all tl;e c rav«s ware aeeoratou with xi fc ntaQ 
t„nules. -elii.o Said that uus Woiiaerful', uut Svi.atiiuas a little uiffi- 
eult when a uxee^a mi 0 nt blow ntru ana tne cariuxes v. ^ula all t o out. 
one hxutsu, however, tnat u cause ol this unpreaict^ui« elemeht iir the 
eexebretion, anu uacause the youths uuu muiaeus sometimes turr- 
i.* t ««• am **«« *it.r , M ,„ it . n uisa . a lua u . . "“ 


'll 


72 


hev. fc4th. a#r vi ce was chah 6 ea' frem ni fc ht to afternooh, 

!Ul»“su!i t£.utht tn. f.rm.r «#(•■« »»« f r,Ul * r - 


but 


, nlc . twUr #f ti:ie a>. txaarain-ry xoem, ana 

.. “« — — - seua 
her seme mero meaceiue. 

... i,n«a .ur U£.PB UJX W» riv.r m., ut tu. 

sal eon befera crossin 6 tne bridge. , 

xhe sal*•* is a law whit.-wasnea unildih.^B.t i^^^.i^h. trian b l. 

fe-rmea by ti.a three raaus ^“ V “ r ^ r ^. 1<<ug bWec t of tne river frem up 
its low b ** in front -l tne place wr.ara tna wooutn structure 

-aline ’ 3 way *iiu iu J ’ r , , .... e van Gogh’s "ria b « at 

stretches across tn. u-P -J- ^ ^ uai .Swhora it turns out of 

arias, aha se aion 0 tne .ur tepusB airectly in fren of 

Bight to sweep O-Ci. aft-* a laxxe or k 

-i«lr osa. 

Uhl4iu a uiviuou by a arititieu which custs 
1.. iaa, tna xxxxn saloon .» th# ^ lja w f the parti tiou. 

tna place in two, tne uai nu ,*' gLaI;i#r enters by tr.c aoor at the 

..ith this urrahteraent.tne h^te ^ 1#r#a fct ch , le£t tt aar, so that 

ri b nt ano of ^ the other while they staud at 

while neither White nor blaca eah s %£Q unu ta^c urn. of their 

tr.e aar, ase barman can sa. »ll ^ __ v . bB u ispcnsin b iicquur. 

wants with dispatch. » oay o* ^ liU1# Uliccrttiu uB ta the aind 
seeraeo ouoly out o- pl h , ’“*- •- u ,««d hi t i ball, aut his afxoit 

ef whiBKay that Lyl« p,J i Ul [", andthe hi 6 hballs earn* ar-und 

to pi sc out-waig^ad hiB P ^ 9ulnm(i ciu . .verbalancua the numcri- 

in uuc uime. he eubt . blJU Bv wt went out an tna 

«al - strength « '^urs as wa let aur eyas wander up auu down the -aiu, 

raiis 

:s r tt W 3Up^i%wtfti B rinto aeiay ^ ‘ 

WhC» tne two old laaios now iivm 0 -n.r •- J aispouae nospitatiity 

- r * f tuU 

cola glasses b rew impressive and so ewhat sta bb erxn to . 

four wa started heme, stopping *-x u ^ whara*wa 

^uaintanees at tne ^“Vaw^/'-'agiB^iid a half u.iau mare wammah 

'r;; r “l.dT« “t S5;. ai-u — pu ati . B «. 

tnebeds far ‘ winter’ . 

wnare r.e ana IJied ^ , uLt . u . A i, ,.t, until we heard tne supper 

£.1. 1“ un nt U thi lu .r.i.tuffa .rm- 

s . W . f s : r : L * 

. - :«“s p»p‘- - f 

days lang sii.ee £ ou« by. 


4 
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i'blt.u l«te ith last aifeht, arrivix. b h*u« between 

twa and txxree. Up at six still sleepy but wide *waJae * 

snowor anu a b oou -up ef bi-c* coffee. 


cola 


ha bi £ house was still asleep us - erosxou tx.e front 
and hexmed towaru -entrose. lha -ain “iver nria 0 c was Btiil L.ar L aQ 
into tha landscape li-e an early paiutin of the *‘ur -ust in 
earth and Weed all mingle with each other in suah s^putnic aalariu e s 
that a: ah is a p: rt of tha other, -nly tha surfaaa ef tha river 
br.ii tha brown, —a Vast blue silent surface, with t banj. ® f 
pinu fla^uau eoulus brought uown from an high where they penciled 
u streamar of minute cleuus lee^int, far all the world li^a 
a vast plume from a pxic..Bants tail. ■‘•hrae toil as af invigorating 
Wei*, to -*eutrosa anu thenee b., buss to ^aeni tealias, uu sa utter 
daini several trrtims, sue* ta “*eiorbe a little alter one. 


x. nau expo .-tea to be lata but - nuuu't ii B ureu on -arolyn "er- 
raun bains hare, anu when ever Garelyn earls -ny ost-ulianeu routine 
may wall b» thrown out af b **r. 


It was to fiuu “abiiito, ana sha ana -yla sat ana 

witi. rr.a as swellawad my ' tur*-«y. -arelyn hud raft just before i 
arrived, but * really uiun t miss seeixig har, for -..ter Lraveli.. b 
twenty miles with har several frienas on har way none, she uiscevereu 
sha Lao left ner poe-etb-o* -t ~eli«se, sa uau sna came a b ain as 
I was b ivin b my shops a final lie*. 









' la pushed ■'arelyn out jf tx.e ueer -uu -uul. "'aianiie, **euix.a, -yla 
Oim * moUxxt-u anJtiior onaiiot anu ar-V. over te dnarieS eaniB, six 
miles tt’way an uittlc *iver. fne xane from x.e.e ta lx. arc is mare 
li^a a trail tnan o tnex eu b nfat a, for x b u«ss it runs tx,rou b x. 
nothin*, but “enTj -axes anu is uscu almest axelusivelj, by tejian.ts 
wha pr*uaui rf non t ha"a t« worry anwut tx.a mua holes anu c uli*.,s 
wniah tx.e automobile must eontenu with. * t is Li.xeu b i. tx.is 
sac-ion af tha plantation uxiat -ns u*iv«s thi ei. b h txxe vast p*eaae 
groves wnare tx.a fiala ouius war* after eat ton trma is ay*x ” v • r • 
Aunt "'am i« or v . anea sent u man out x are to -‘au.it tx.e numuar 
af pee ne tiaes. “a was tone a wae^ aixu then returnaa *vith the 
information that ha huu souwteu ten thousand. aeuot ii anyone 
*inaw haw many thorn aatually are, in fict they seem as va^ue 
in the real af nrjaisai-u on tnic paint as dose -unt -anmia ueas 
when x as* her haw ku ny families li'-'a a n the plantation, far si.a 
Says sha l.as no iuaa,--p-ssibljr fixt^ out that is merely a b uass. 

*t seems ada t# puss these little cabins at irra b ular iiAn vais, 
sometimes us far up-rt as half a mire, pust barxxs plaeeu at rundem 
in bit, fiolus, past .io^tx.er ueaten axmiunes, soa.etimes in the 
open ana oometii.i«s niuaeu *.vixu rf in uu rf eus txirwu u h b iwV*s of 
hoary muss arapou e u *.s, nev-. .uarisin^uny nXuat p itieuiars r- b aia- 
in to the inhabitants -nu builuin 0 s af tx.is vust praparty. 







Oa our way baa*-ta olrosa, we arovo ulent, -ain *‘ivcx for 
a si.^rt aistaxxee, st»ppii* c ut ^uneais heuse. “e is u deseena-nc ef 
the etteyers anu is ««oiuin 6 ly *ixi te Jaauma x.ubert-neeque ana 
mest of the other muluttoos iu this area, *newn as Isla -^revelle. 
•^unaan's house is elu anu sex.siuerably in need ef repairs, lie 
met us «t the b ate,--u xxeurty man of about 70, I supp-sa, aim immaaia- 
atoly he ana **unt ■'ammie be b an banterin to aleu b lines tiiat only 
olu ^e^uaiiitaneos can puruse. One explainea t# him that ,ve haa 
aallea te see the puixitin b whieh ne insisteu in ,.e«pin b in his 
house 3# txint it weuld be ruined just as seen as possible, “e 
laughed anu uismissea txie aisinc*t.ratiou part of xier upooen as ef 
no imp-xtauee whatsaevar, although it was evident that he ala treasure 
tx.e picture. './a went ar-unu tw tha rear of the house whieh is 
t'.e only way ana eun enter, sinec tx.a front is sa Laui rf in naeu 
af repair that tie winnows anu uoers hav* been b-araau up. Although 
there must have been several roams in the h«us« eri b inaily, it appear- 
ea that enly one was xiew inhabi table, —u ^.itchexi, l ivij; b raera, bed- 
raam, 11 jammed into one dim een b leraerntien, lit-htad only by 
the jutrunea uotxr. «ust ta tiia left af tx.e uoox hUBg tha ala 
family Portrait, anu three feet away on the ad.jeining Mali an 
eren firedaca,--ana this xas about all r auuld ma*a eut in this 
rather uisrnal raena b e. .Munebji b ot a coal eil lamp, lighted it ana 
helu it up fex us in fr-n t of txxe picture. It is u portrait 
of a y»i txi xioiuin b - t<*j ixx ono ja.iia, .. delicate butterfly is poised 
m the other hanu. •‘■t is an bneie of -hUneaxi -nu was probably 
paiateu samewhare between 16*0 -nu lc60 when tx.is mulatto i-iuily 
ware larus af t is region. fha picture is in b-a ee.,aitien, ana 
when x. rer.;ar*.ea upon the p-int tx.a t x.au bean enippou off near tha 
base, nunean s iu t. t the ejiiiurcxi a»metimes point out the pietuxe 
with a Stic*, anu that is new it fc ets rubb-u out in pl-eea. ^uxit 
-amiflie as..ea i.iu wx.y siie couluii’t bo.row tx.e pietuxe anu have it 
restored sa that th.se wne inherit it in-y nave a-i..et..ixx b rather than 
’’nuti.in', but bun can is contontcu to let i- hun b -xiera it is in 
tr.a a*rap *it«i.cn, -lterustin b ..ith frosts of winter aim blasts af 
neat from t.— ooen fire where tx.e family coaling iu u.ne. as I 
sterpiu aut of ti. . house ana foile.veu tx.e boautiful cure ef ti.u Gain 
as it .Minas pust his y-ru, I aou.uxi t h clp sut ti.xxi— af the elu, 
ala theory as to Che owner ship el a wor* of ..rt, . «u if the creator 
or owner -f iu.b^ title isn't in re-lit„ not. n b max- than a 
trustee. 

~na so name fox supper anu Lx.oh up L* x.uxxt “’ammie's room 
where the four o- us s..t for a eeuple ef hauxs, tai fc in b plant - 
tiau -u- experienccu in -euisibaa with a ax.iusin b twist ta tixe 
wnale c-iiVersation tx.at ^cpt all ef us failin b eut ef aui exxairs,-- 
Pbrl.eulurlj wacn -yle let b e on same ef Louisiana gantry ana 
xxunt -bi'inie raaounted samo ®f x.er roau-rujiaingprepensi ties. 

A shx.il recount a couple ef these taxes: 

^ene af **unt w ammia' 8 relatives,— an Uwtla, * believe, vxas 
traveling before the war on a -lississippi steamboat. >«'ith aiiother 
oreninent “euisif.na planter, he got to uiseussiixg he b s ana the 
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value *t ails broeu us epposou te another. ihe gentlement ais- 
a 0 roed and tne uiseus8ion wuxea warm. been things got to such a 
pitch thet siis of tiio 0 entry bunteu tne ether off his chair, t nd 
to Cue surprise of urn anu cue distress 01 cno other, too bunted 
one erusbed fhxou fc h tne railing on Cue nurrieane aee*. wnere they 
were Bitting, Pertunately the man aid not fail into cue river, 
but landed on the uesit below. ine full, newever, was a serious 
one, breaking both urms, so thtt the man eoulu never use citner vf 
them in feeding, shaving or otherwise raising nis heads. «. be ay 
servant accordingly always stoou in attendance to assist nis 
master in publie. in the matter of courtesy to women, nev. ever, tne 
master insisted eu tuiclng rare ef aiaeneties himself, and he a* 
always ..apt a little baton about his person so taut with the appreeeb 
of a lady he could raise his hat by hinsdf, using the little 
baton te get nis hat off his head anu buen on aguin. "und that's 
what we worsnip as eur noble aneosters", nyle stillatteed. 

-•raenow w« b ot areuuu to somethin^ that nappened in **ew wrleens 
when **unc "amraie was visiting there. c seems tnat -urelya -'eriaun 
borrowed her sisters ear uuu drove x*unt "ammie, “later, to me ba b ana 
one other per sail te “ew ''rloans to so guosts of “^le during ..iurui «rus 
dhile in town, "'ar^lytt saw a pictu.« auVortinea Ci.au sue wanted Co see 
se she dragged Che rest with her te tne shew., parking her ear 
near -the theatre, “non they eama eut the ear was g*ne. *ne rf reperteu 
it to tne police. x ney eoulan't do muen about it. e they got 
another ear. Later tney got riu of the extra ba tt , pie*.eu up Lyle 
anu starteu for —elrose.. "era owner alon fc the iouc- th<- w were forced 
te buy anetner ear. finally, v/itnin bO miles ef 

home anu late at uignt, the eur out over an embunmaent, spilling 
all ef them anu pinning sister unoer ..nut wus left ef the thing. 

“iscer was tax.cn tu a husplt-i wnere **uut -a. ramie staiea witii her for 
several days. - le ana “urelya staiu at a hotel ti.u fiist night, 
out -'urolyn inbisted eu staying tne rose of che time with **uut 
aramie t Che nespitul. ‘‘hey they had te buy another eur to 0 et 
ileme in fer etnerwise -urr rf ’s sinter would still be .itheut cue if 
thoy diun^t bring something along to taue tx.u piaee ef the ene they 
borrowed." -uu unt “ammie s rem-r*. to this tale was;"new, 
really, ‘rtnuois, ^ou *.new tnat 'a rely a "oxman is oixteruinary. " 

ihon tnore was Che story of A niiauelpniu **elun, tne beautiful 
-euisibna belle wne had been a friend of Leuuivnu, “unt “ammie's 
mother before ti.e war. .-.fter “euaivina aau returned te dhaaay 
^rove en *>ayeu -afeurehe after spending four „ears av/uy from heme in 
a Uerth v erelina finishing seheel at ‘‘instwu aulera, ana }ier grand teur 
several ef her girl frienus in the neighberhoed ef -.-afreuehe visited h 
her,—and visits in these uays lastou for years, seme times. “11 the 
belles were attractive, but Philadelphia was the fairest ef ull, 
with a raurveleu3 white eomple: ien anu raarvolous blue*, hair wj.ieh was 
"se leiig she aoulu sit eu it". 
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n#v. <.5th,- Sat. - eont. 

It was expected that ■‘■hiluaelphiu we. la wane a brilliant 
marriage for ull the leoal beuux revolved about the erbit of 
Philadelphia with unceasing enthusiasm. hut the war etrae while the 
yeung ladies were still visiting Leudivinu, ana ene after anether 
of the youths went away to war. he suiters hau been accepted by 
any ef the belles, but occasionally a soldier would return heme 
en leave and usually u simple nuptiuls wus celebrated. But Phila¬ 
delphia e-..tinued to ueiay. Pintlly one ef the quietest ana most 
effueive ef -11 her suiters came but* fer a day, Philadelphia 
married him and ne went away again. x’ns house party went en aB 
befere with levely ®rg-nuie ana tulle umsses giving way t* 
euliee uc h«: espu» anu hilaaelphiu growing mere ueuutifui ana 
mere sad as her nusbaud pursued his battles l'er tne “enfeuerucy ana 
fer -hilaaelphia. 

One warm afternoon Shortly befere supper, Philadelphia excused 
nerself ana leaving her fire.ms on Che g-ullery, -vent up stairs. 

"upper time came anu she failed Co return. Hiss went upstair 

aim receiving ne xespense Le ner enoca ut Phiiauelp ia’s ueer, she 
epeueu it anu Co her i. error, fouxiu * niiauel pi.ia, nixcU, ner . cauti 
ful whit* bjay lying en Che bed, her Jet blue*, hair hanging ever 
tne side arm eailou in ringlets u neuth her iioad on tne white 
matting. - wash bowl was besiue tx.e bed anu a tev/el. Phiiduipj.ib 
hau obviously uiuu of heart trouble oi j.eart braae, as you please, 
ana us this is ail tne re is Ce the story, it must be ..dmitted that 
there is ..ot much point fer its Ceiling, but somehow the name 
hilaaelphia is so unique tnat it must stiea in the mind and se 
eoeupy a place which otherwise might nave been occupied b rf 
b more interesting tale. 
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***Yj .-5 th,---at. «*Htiiiuau. 

Supper vita a b uy affair with b e#u tul* revolving pi imarily 
treunu Louisiana, past tua present. There «ki BQtb ta ua ^baut the 
f&inaus Mrs. uart who hue flauishau in ante-beiium aujB, oath I* 
Hatches fciid in Bayou Lu^eurehe. ’.Telthy in hex aw* n fc nt, she 
hud married wealth from her first husband unu married wealth ufain 
in her seeeiid. There wus n»tmii fc speeiul about ..is. **urt and 
her ponderous passage across the stu b e af l £ Jth eoMtury saeiul lit*. 
as««pt, possibly, that sna was prebably the l«r b es wainaH fram P»i“t 
af »iaw af circumference thut the shaut -west had ever *newia. J * ei 
earriu^es were usp^eiuliy built ta suit her figure ana the always 
ware silx sa thut she jaula sliue in kid euc af things mere easily, 
uer plantation heme vas near -eudivina's, anu the,* visiteu una 

forth. Leudivins w*udin b was uu event in -uayau ■“afaureha inview 
af the importance of nor fuiuily ana tiia popularity al tna uriue. 
Mrs. uurt nau jaineu iu t.iuu^ ai the pre-nuptial •ntartuiiaauts, una 
iiud Bent m-ny flewers uefora tna «ereiaeuy, havin b b utnered them 
herself from i.ir own b arueu, maxiu b tna tour of the rasas neu b eu 
ia ana at her especially constructed e iria b es, -uu witneut iaevin b 
from hex pasitiaa in the eatah, seloeteu the flowers unu cut tnarn 
haraself with her awn uaintily miclau r.tua. 


'Then mest of the 0 ua’sts huu urrivea ut “uuy J r»v» far the weudiu b 
earamany, Mas. ^urt swirled up ta a step in freut af the b r*ut 
paitiaaa -mu sliaa an silx aut of her* Victoria, anu turning ta* 
-euuivina's father and mother wh# were receiving thunderedj"^heeVer 
in the wariu is it that “*iss “euuivinu is t_:ain 6 ta marry! . 

The ossamaiau b ueats -uu the bridegroom smiieu inuul*ently, 
far jvir^.-n ^,,ew tnat “re. -art huu seen . eijuainted witn the 
b reem far ^ears. She mat him a few rf «iars later whan us head af 
that rarrish in ehux b e ef re^Ua..!: ne*.in b horses far the w euf euen ey, 

Ho euileu on Lirs. **ux't anu uftcr 33.cnnn b in b amenities, expluineu his 
painful uuc^. airs, **art ba*.a uawn anu w«pt, sa,,in b tnat it wauid 
be bather for him ta tu^.e nar ri b nt nanu thaw ta uep-iive her af war 
sple.uiu pair uf btjB, b the., praviuau the ealy means sne i.au fox 
b ottin b a*ywnare bayoua her front b ulxei^. -eurtliness triumphed av 
aver men «}.e b oneles af war, aud the yeun, af iees beweu before her 
pi ae, leaving the buys unu taxing mules instead. * little later 
tii* ^auxee’s arrived unu the buys were presaeu inte service ta wtap 
the -ruth Save far the bnieu. 

i*a eenveruutian ran ulen b , time curie fer coffee uuc - new maid 
uppeureu in tna plate af Miner, bearing a silver trey anu ti.e 
demi-tasses, came tills ms-rtly b o.n«d servant wdtrh a striking, 

_ierry’ lT idew hat ta eemrleto the cans time. It wus r’ranx, uant up 
to surprise Miss * - eb ian unu -*r. .-ylo, anu tnis -utic b ave Just the 
prabpar tana ta this chnmeterisic pi. ntatiou supper, fex here 
the huu eiija rf eu the a: «x*ut f aaus, tx.e easy convex Sation anu Story 
taxlin-, a.,u tnan tnat alai.iant of n* b ro enildiui. • x^o . wnich eouiu 
eania te hiie surface un j.psoteuly, bo uppi.eeiatea f&i its worth 
by sVcr^ajio pi estilt,--ana most p-r lxeu.xurl,> to tn« ueii b i.t af the 
col-red people still in the house at th. t neux,--nnu aemchaw unit 
everyone te^eth-jr iu a bend of b o«uwixI thut probably «ouldn't be 
dupliiutau any..'here else in tii* world, - 
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IIav. noth - bunuay. 




Beturniu ta ray laaiuonatta li*iu.u tl.xec, after u lent, ni b ht af 
eJiiversutian unu highballs at -yic, 1 was fcluu to sleep ion b . hut 
when d’runx came with early eeffee anu ta lay the lira, 1 efc*.ea lor 
brcuxfast at the usual nour, since ■* wan tea to be up aar^.^ to b » 
to ti.o station with my Is. 

....binu ana * urave him c* -exxy, to ,.«t tna *'aw -rlaujis train, 
but »„n Versa - ion wus a iittia ioxccu since - rf la nuu huu un uttue*. 

»f illness just before train-time nuu we all felt •ajiccmeu since 
lust ■•inter 8 operation uioBii't seam to have i.«eu f ini shea eompietexy 
up to t.is lute ante. 


::ft«c “euinu anu suiu b aou u w a 


UUP u-*eva - QJ - • 

Br^valia, ± ,lu-uiu 0 h^m« in iit^« i^r 2 Kanx riiia-m^rn c^iIkc 
we hau iu my m.-iseuette, “unt - uaaie jainiUj, us until iiCoi* 
family arriveu. 




wo v-reve for u ait uroui.u A slo 

vihieh 
-amnio t.nu 


ninner ut noane, ur.u most of the "iu-luws” present us well 


fter tea, 1 spent i. pie-Bant i.ulf neui lee*.i»^ throu b h 
same af “yli a aati/s in his x.uxix cuain. ns i was leaving, I 
met *r&i.u wh« ua bri.. b in 0 me *.n opossum ta sea. The bull ue b , 
-new, huu auu 0 ;it It in tna font b aiu«n an- aiiieu it. I wus 
sur useu ut tiia f a:.-liac ■ si.a i c af it. i.-au , ti.c thieXness and 
length af its fur, ana tna ivor^ li..e uj pcuiunce ef its feet unu 
tna s..u af its rnt-li^a tail, beautifully curved at the enu sa 
that ta# animal eeulu suspenu itielf fram a limb ta alc.p. 

-fter supper we gathered in -unt •'morale s r ei.i anu found mtej. 
interest ana merriment in un olu diary, written by un elu maiu,-- 
t lee eld, thinx, jiameu MeuBudar, whe lived in 184b near 
'76shiii 6 tan, -iss. , net far fram "utehe*. I thinx i haVo »Ireaay 
ree rued the line which much uokkxx amusau me; "v/a had is tended 
ta fc a ta church this tnernin* but b v. up the iueu as -nela 
hud'ether business te - ttend t«,--t}:c overseer hiving t, - ane 
an a urunkeu frelie". 


t 



L 



• ; 
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Uev. 


^•iiuuy. 



Up early ta a resy uawn, ana after breakfast, reae far e littla 
wty tewurd -antraae with -ebinu wha was returning ta "hrevepert. 

••alkea buak heine, unu aia same mail wniah was rather past 
uua until dinner. la tha ufterneoa ~unt - wumia was busy with 
tha guraners, and sa * daaiuau ta walk ever ta see -elin# an 
-uia -ivar, ureund tha leap in tha river frem fairest. 

j» t was a uiaa sunny u ay but tha wind was a littla fresh. ^ 

I fauna -aline Bitting by her epen ha rth, sharing tha blaze 
with three auts unu a half uozen ehiekens wha saamau satisfied 
ta be inside uway frem tha urease. 

"a talked far u while ubeut laaal happenings af her b irlheea 
an -sin “iver. *'s in previous visits, she swished tha ahleaens 
away whan they get be nearing tee ale Bely inte her pats an tha 
hearth. eeasienally a ahiak.au waula fly up an tha feet-bek.ru af 
tha bad wniah steak in thi corner. 1 eouldffl t roaanaila tnasa 
reestin 0 ahia^ans with tha immaeulate uppeaianae af tha savanat. 
Galina herself ware an aid blue Lanaunu handarehief a:*x her head, 
und anaa durin b our eoiiV.-rsutien a uhiekcn flaw up ana sut an 
tap until -aline, ~ft«r a raamant er two, 0 *ntly bruiheu it aside. 

•“ar n»pnaw, •• dwa.ru oume in while we war a chatting,--* 
iiiee laakiu u muia.te yauth of same 17 summers, wha lives with 
-aline. line spe*.<« ta him in r'renan, saying that an* wanted Ue 
seiiu seme ehiekens ta -unt "ammit unu weuiu ne b et u bu b er 
her ta put tnam in. **t tha sum* time aha ua^au me if i hud eeme 
an feat unu if * weuiu mind bringing th* ahia^ana to **unt amrnle. 
hue w.laau out inta her front .>»bu, : piu^au up three with ana 
^raeeful gesture, unu wnila —uwaru slit three helea in tha buttsn 
af the bu t , -aline insertcu tha ehiekens, puXXtix pullin b tha 
baud af each through one of the . lits, unu thug tieing the bug 
saauraly, presented me this aqu*Wj.ing "bau^uat af birus far 
the iatraas of “alroaa. 

r* -V 

-s »n e::«nun b « c-ur to .:y, * presented -aline with tha meuacine 
the -adum hud sent her, b iving «laDerate iustruetieus us ta hew 
unu when it snaulu be ta*-en.. "ne hue ta be rather aureful in 
givin^ au«h thin b s t# peaplo af ue-ler wha huva fuith in ana, 
far they ra lively La tu^a anything that ana re- 
aammends, unu unless ixplieit instruatians are given, the mede- 
aina ia ii-eiy ta be put ta same unexpected us«. I remember 
that same ana anas to ave "aline s-;..c linament ta rub an her lag 
far rheumatism, out na b l?eted t# uasairb# haw tha liquid aheudltt 
be applied. t auma as so a thing af u shaak seen after whan 
-aline onnouneed that she had t-*.en she entire battle unu wondered 
if she ahaula eentinue tha treatment. -he had been taking a 
tublaspeenful bafare breakfast anu after supper. 

-eavily laden with ehiekens,, i abutted far a while with 
i»uu t - amnle before supper, ana afterward retired early. 


v 


hev. h8th - Tuesday. 


SO 


Up early ana sever.-1 butanes af muil eut af the wuy bafare 

breakfast. 

hunt "Mamie came »v^r far mi a-me ruing ueffee anu wa talked 
plant..tien. "a spent - b -od part af un haur talking ubeut 
hashing tea, --isbissippi ana heusas we ll^e in th. t x e b ian, 
A repinquity iu ana af tne Jiiaa alder heusas in thu t ramurj.ubia 
ragian af ante-bellum homes wniah has survived. - eeupl* af 
distinguished peeple have livau there but perhaps tha mast aar- 

tain ta intrigue tha writers ai - remanee in days ta eeme is tha 

femeus dra. laung . 

“ d.au b nter af tha ewu.r of “rapiuquity, LUbs faun to hi»u 
married at 16 whan her yeuthful husband was -0. 

hain b wealthy, she asaiated him in fitting aut same three hunu 
rad mail in an ay.piditien that wauld aanquar thut vast, disputed 
territory whiah was later ta a« knewn as iaj.us, I suppase ti.a 

aein b a af -mran "urr in "utahas u few yea.a before j.ud inspired 

this ^aun b ea.upl* an this hi b h-raaa ta pewer. 

-*nu sa “r. unu -*ra. i aun b unu Lhaix lit-la army startou aut 
far tne -"axaa *erritary, unu aueaaeu in tuj.in 0 aver u large 
seetien af it, with their ha-u^uurtars at a stout littla fort 
whiah they built an tha Gulf.. r;t tn» same time that Yeung was 
subduing aertain ru 0 ions in *axus, ±%xib. Iturbia, a balu'4axiaun 
er "punish lauuer, was aurryi« b aut slmil r aparutiens a & -inst 
tha viea-rey a gavarmaeut. Iturbia use# dingly sent un emissary 
ta t aurig, painting eut that if the,, s..aulu uembine their parees, 
they aiulu'tha more reudily subdue ti.a ant ire country and sa 
tha saenar urriv* at indapanuant power whiah they «eulu ti.en 
divide. 

In b vOu f^ith, A aun t aecaptau the effer of further aonsiulta- 
tion, una tuning mast af hie nun with him, he auid b eeuby ta his 
wife wham he left at tha fart with a guard of 7b men, their in¬ 
fant sen, beut c year ala una euu owler'ea maiu, 1- yo.rs ala. 
na aonfided his plans af aiviaea empire ta her, uaviaiiig her ta 
uwuit his return to tne fort whiah would be within a chert time. 

^hit he never return, far ‘trubie huu aim uaaiusiuatea us 
s»en us hex reaehea his eump.* 

"t tn« fort, “r3, A eun b wuiteu far her husbuna's r turn. ner 
patience bridged th* space af several vva«j.s, but tha garrison 
seen baearaa restive, and shortly afterwards ueuiurad tnat they were 
returning t? -utaneu. "ut ra. Yeung daaided ta remain true ta 
her husband s request tnat yah a await his return, and sa sne and ner 
little child unu tha yeun b na b ress, rcuainad as the euiy living 
s-uls iu the fort. 
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“irs- yeung cant. 
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fert iself was surreunacu by wanuering ■‘■ndians ana lawless 
iexieans but this danger never daunted re. Yeun b . -very merning 
ut auwu, ana fired the merning suluta unu ran up tns -rasnsiw 
flag, wiu every evening, ana ran*, tha flu* uawn ana firea tne event 


m 

Si 
tha 


, salute. ua tha weens lengthenea in menths, faaa became 
.art, but alamo ana eysters wax a plentiful huru oj, tne fart an 
one share, ana these were tna main aubsiatenee except far an 
eteasienal uLru that might fly over the fart ana be iellea a, 
to" f aun 6 ' a muscat, nftar a littla aver t year, a 4»*e* free 
Uila.r nustiu, * Delieve, pusoau through tins tarritary, and seein*, 
a fla tofa flying frail tile fart, .tee*. it ta ua -afitte, tne rirata, 
anu the aa mander sent an emissary ta establish tne iaentity 
ef the treups helping tne place. ne was stunnau whan he learnea 
that tna garrison during tha past year huu aansistaa ef an a wernan, 
alu baby and a littla aalarau girl. 


u year 


turnaa t- 


rs, Yeung, an learning ef her husbanu's^aeath, x#tu 
Hatch# <4, tuu hex' t rana-ciaughter new lives at repintiuity. 

x'ha mail was g<»ed, aamiw 0 li^e u uelieeus uasart after 
ainner, ana we sac in tne mia-ua,, sun an tne frent gallery ana 
wadau thr eugh the let tars, magaSinea una bea*.o wniah haa arrivea 
in the past. 

**fter caffe#, we fussaa areuna in the b araen where “am "rewn, *i 
X^e^is anu a half aeaeu ethers war-* preparing tne fertilisers and 
clipping the bushes in antiapatien ef '’winter . 

After supper we reaa frem an u..published translatieu ef 
ef a * ran eh visiter's years in “euiaiuu*, the paper having been 
sent t« “unt '’ammia frem the files #f u . U. There was 
much absut a murder story ef a certain -aaane -t. Julian, but 
ulte^o ther the paper as rather dull. 

ha tulkaa plantatien o-rne, tea, ana at first t haa theught 
I waulo wait until littla -nmiaie haa raturnea fram -hrevepert. 

iiUnt "aiuiai* nau asj»*d hex ta uring baa*, iiar wiu riued, ra. 

«allia “e to an, wnam **unt - ammie has asaea t# eeae aawu t# stay 
ta ba mj rauuer. ^xiis is to oihg ta be swell. 
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Uav. <.£>th — 'Udnesuay. 


op early, batheu ana snaveu defer# •“raxnt aama with my merning 
aaffaa. I aiun t wait far breakfast but staitea eut befere seven 
ta walk to -ontrose an my way Ua "aeniteehes, aO miles away. 

-he sun wasn't up abeve tne nerizen, ana the fuaea eraixge- 
nasa alauds refleeted in -aim “iver as 1 passea suggesteu a aay 
t. at might held the premise ef se etnihg ether than sunshine. 

7/hile waiting fer tho bus, an ala resiaent of the neighuerheaa 
a *“ r> "aa&se, new read eernmissiexier, or seme tiling ef the sort, 
steppea anu gave ne a riaa part way ta town. ~ftar spentdng 
to little time in aehitaehas, sta'rtea bpe*L, i.aving gettsn c. r La# 
with a “r. "eeper' whe seems ta be t partly pelitiaian was has 
lived in these o- rts euly since 1&*0 wnenee h# appeareu from 
the ‘ / a 4 :otus. 


* -gl^aa baa*, from “'yprasa, uuwut b miiob, ana arrived 
just in time fer ainner,--naan, ef. eeursa. Hiss "ellie was present 
as was r. “aenelier, a man who had earn# fram -u^is ta -leutrer- 
viila, u number af ya rs u b e. “# ie “unt -uaraie a e 2 . pxert an 
flipping ana pruning ana wnatnefi.. 

"fter uinner, iss *ellie ana x ran through the ilisoissippi 
otate “isteriaal velum#s in tne libaruy ana feuud ether volumes 
that weula *uep us busy fer a while, "e r-aa in the ^ILerxiCen 
&nu evening. 

“nd so early te bed. 




■ 


From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ #f1~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


83 


N*T. 30th. - Thursday 


rhwilk.Sfcivitt^ He. c, what with hulf tna states having celebrated 
last week, unu the ethar htlf teuay. 

-P a -rly with a b eed brisk wulj. behind me Lefere s bath tua 
breuif-st. 


“ist. "eiii.. .jad tiUih 

boa^s an "atene:!. 


ti.is merniu b f x on ~unt Jamraie's strap 


"inner was mere na. vil,, a t tenueu teua,, since seme af tha 
paapia hara teua., happeusix ta ba residents af rexas, 
tuia lax a a aeiebrates J -iu.n*.a 0 iv Lu b t*ua rf 

In the af tar naan, — iaa “allie una 1 alternated between 
th. library ana ray raaiaanatta, brawsin* far uata as lbub -Iletehea. 
Af«*r .ea, I tit*, a turn in tha ^a.den unu raada .. hurriaa survey 
af tr^a praparty in btaa af tha afrieun “ause whara tha swan la*.a 
will ua. ‘‘■ft r tha la^a is eeraplwtaa thara must ba a littla 

, unu if passibla a little raauna with a ealssia 
tarapla an it far a nap roan. 

■■'upper early and reading, fterwurds in ^unt -anrai.'s ream, 
inara was much interest in tha -eGruder "iary whiah **un t -anmie 
resauau fram •‘anew net v/x.ara ,-~*r s. 'Jeere in "ataxies, prabfcbly 
as one saana af the "iary is in "ashin ft te», live miles atst af 
.atahss. *’ha writer vas an ala raniu wne vtfj.au aut an axistance 
in liviii u with wall-fartitfiau relatiews. iha marvel el tna diary 
is tna picture af perpetual industry with wliiah she paints tha 
plan tut l an as buasiu b frara mar iiin fc 'til ,.i t u. rt w-ulu be , aau 

reauin b far tnasa wne are still uncer tha impressien tnat 
,1*11 ana nua ta ua in ante-barium u^a was ta ou> * plantatien 
suu than ffar the rest af yeur Ufa ait an tna front ^diler., sio 
mno julxps auu let tna slaves maae fartunas in eattan ar su b ar 


*na line af tha alary * li^a *uit« . lat: Wa aian't 0 .t t, 
enurch us unele "Unour huu ta attend* ta mutters ut herae " tha 
avarsaar huvin 0 0 ena an u uruuj.en frail.'*. 
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haaarabar 1st, - r'riday. 


bp una .bread bafara tha mean vua dawn, far a little turn 
in tna hSruan ta injay this warm saft seuthern ni b ht. 

-kti ta ray littla ra isauetta ualara aa nin b , shewer ana snuva 
unu a 6 uy bluiia an ray liaurth when "ruti urrivaa with ray eeffee. 

Juu b nt up u bit .an same af ray ce.r«spenu.n*e whiah has b attan 
jut af liuna during tna pust win., unu a Mine mas °rli* ~ bU * 
ta rcua frara -biles una tna “ississippi -uiue. It uncovered 

b lat af particulars n t buiu b -leustai Wnien pi -s-u me na n-u. 

"inner wbs e ay with eeaversati ell aiiu tha intreduetien af 
an alaraant aaraawhut aisturbin e frara tna runs af tna «» rVba ^* 

-unt -uraraia aftau enjays u alia, af wait a binary uraua, us eppesea 
te tna earn bra-a unu uuisauists wnien tna rest al tna s,uasts 
usually an jay. -s aa white braua u £ p*-rau an tna table, “ ulJ t 
-amraia u B j.«q J lrnar ta brin b sarae. ^lniar iaaj.au u little aanfu.au 
unu sturamereu that tnera wns nene, - *r* -a*. nuVm b .er b vto«n te 
Sin b same from th. .tare, “unt '«ia lat thn t puss, miowin b 
full Wail thut saraathin 0 nuu b an* uwruy. 


“ftar a inn 
sin why ther^ s 
it wbs -Iraar s 
ba in the heuse 
nay frara tna st 
ausa, siaaa it 
viaau. r’rui.j. t 
braua, iu iaat 
the puntry thut 
aff, sinee it 
whiah was aut a 


.a t 


ar sue auiiea -lia.r, su. ( in 0 that ther e was na r.a- 
heuia net haV« bean white breua on the table, that 
business ta see ta it that white brand shauld 
. -*lraar u b uln saia thut * run. haa far b etten ^a 
ta whiah “unt "arami* saia tnut was na ex- 
■..bS “’iiaar s uusinass to see that bread was pre- 
jjen voiantrercu that ha haun’t far b «ttan ta t aL 
Chare nau bean an uue bta supply of bread 1* 
i:i»min b . That raraura, af aauree, bit fcid 

as aviusiJt that saraeti.in b hud nappened in tna pmtry 
f reuer. 

“unt -amnia than assembled “ura -'rawn, unu nis assistant, ^ #t i 8 
whs ura b ardanars. They ware marahau int# the a ’' li *g* Wki 

-lnar, tha mi, vyus d.in b dishes, r’rahit was thsrs aw »» 
rvits, “unt -araraic s maid, wha ineidentwly is *‘a b ms ttiu^.ur. 

-unt “arami 3 laid dawn the law te ull af than ra b aidiu b bt*ulin b 
feed from tha pantry, sayin b thut she aha- *! r 1 ... a 

taaa tna uru,d arid tna haaa-ahaasa, aiiu tnut tna aulpr^t r.aa 

better seme to h.r una eeufess.._,-li five pars.ns cmi«.rnau_ 

saaraau & rau..i rf aisturbau, but -am ^rawn, uau.ly sa, isr na is 
u daruir wna just tnrivaa an exai cement and ujj appar tun*t rf 
express his abnaranea at uU^ infraati-n af pxant.tiaii raw. 

“a unu -liar ar. na fc r. unu tha atnar three UWU 

there is ua lave last uatw.cn them. After tha xirat b « c 
this aanady was over, -’run*, st.au by, aee.arin. tnut na -* ' 
iu*. hi.a nuu t^.u the faaa, but suyia* no Was sura that it 
w-sn't -lraar. r'rdhit is a „ruiu oarsan, tern between - ^ce -I 
layalty te -unt '«aii, a uesira te preteet tna innaaant, au xuar 
uaanieu t# ba, unu yet filled with tarrer at Cna tnau^nt af ra- 
p.rtiu b tna *uilt, , siwee tna eul rit rai b ht east a spall an him 
unu us ha passed by their reuse at ni b ht, ua mi b ht ba maaa 
a elipple unu never wai..X3l a b ain, because af tna spall them 
rai b ht pit.ee tu nim. 


i 


f “ 
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bet. 1st. - vriusy. 


.ijfper seme ao..Versa tiexj witn -uul -’ammi#, xi’ron*. indicates 
without namin u any ails , that Wi.en was out ef the kitehei. 

this morning, *‘ita tne br*uu, tu fe «tr.er v/itn cl« nead-ehoese, 

auu passed it cut te her futner, xie k i^. ~unt ''ummie promises Him 
tr.t-t sxie wiuiun t ever mention an., ene a atm in suusequent aeeisiexis 
turnin* up an this inf ermution. 

Ob* sees iu this episode an b 5#a *>-*n.iplo *1 *amplieutie..s 
ar isin to i’x eiu p; texjial Operation of the plantation. 

h* b is lives in a cabin on the plantation ana,Las, up tc new, 
nins children, iueluuin* “ita, wj.c is **sut •'ammie s maid. "tin* 
efieeioxjt anu well trained, -ita rel-ives **unt -uflmie e£ lets «f 
auti»s. 3**,is has been „silt 4 cf *.>nivin b Witxi “its in tn* 
matter «i fcca cnee u-£cx = . _f “unt ’'umraie were tc fir* #n#, 
probably beta w»uio leave. t i were ahifteu frem hie Job 

a.s Jelrose .aruener t# wer*. #n the plantation preper, “ita wesla 
prebaoly *uit her jeu, tee, a* ^unt 'Vmmio ie oeunu t# lees* a 
main anyway, nnu *f eeurs* it tCacs eoneiser-bie t ime tc find 
Siietnor ana t* train her,--What witn all the complies mens cf 
family alia whstnet. .xnu tncu, cf «*urec, there ie the further 
#*neiacruti*n,--wha t will happen t* **e b i8 ana J.ia family *i nine 
*ff-aprin 6 if ho shculd quit hie jcb in a huff ana leave -elrese. 
Strictly sp;: kin*,, cf course, it ie lie ee. ecru of “elrese what 
happen? ftcr he quits the pli «e, ana yet cu cannot help but 
j-ive the raattcr mere consideration than “tfis probably would as 
t* where they would b * another job. 

x t taust be barn* in miuu, tee, that the .ueeticn cf raidin* 
thv icoboy is wet the quo a ti on in point. -*-t is all that is live¬ 
ly t* fellow in its train if the tendency isn t eheeaca at this 
point. 

•‘■nc mere one contemplates the status of tne ne b re ana two 
mulatto, the economic trough from wi. ion it weulu appear tney 
either will net *r cannot alter, anu all tne tncus-na una *n* een- 
siacratiens that have tc u a int* an^ eonnx ej,e..siv* review cf 
th* problem, it would almost seem t* lean cue bac*. t* the roiaarx 
that x cnee he r a tirca peasant ua*.« * it was at th* elcs* cf 
day, anu he r tne end cf the fireld which he liau been ploughing 
with nis weru-eut herse. ^ few mere furrews still needed t* be 
turned, r'he peasant restea for a moment at the end ef a furrow, 
tryin b t* ueeia* if he should fere* the hers* on te tne completion 
ef th* war*, that *v*nin b . "*oidin b that th* wer*. sx.e^iu be finished, 
he said as if in eenfiuetiee* t# his eatnau»tea : animal * "I tell yeu 
th* trutxr, I knew yeu have weia.au en*u b n fex testy anQ I feel 
serry fer yeu, but yeu v* te *t tv finish this jeb. besides, 

0*u "aian yeu, yeu huufl't eut t* b# <* nerse", 
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nee. and - -aturday. 


another beautiful uay, warm mu sunny. 

I awe*.* ubeut four, thiiiain t x weuld aud seme weed t* tli* 

*m ers *n uy health# •‘■a stv pins exit- txi« b aller,y, hewevei , I 
b *v« up the iuea ef a fa l*>^iu b b rat* sins* the meen j.au mau* suoh 
a beautiful silver,,-day *ut ef deers, ^nu so . I t**^ a shert tour e 
tha fc c.ra#n, enchanted with the calm and pe. c«, puneutuated 
with the eaeasivht.l crew ef • reester aMtieipatiu^ the dtwn. 

“n^la '’hitex’eet jeinea me, mewin c in pretest at the «>.- 
ereise in which he had net been inviteu to join but in whioh 
hs sppLiantly thought he should partioipate. 

he a^aiii, u* th ef us snu ct ,l*Q ix.te bea until x'raxx^ 
arrived • rittl* after siJ. with s-ffe*. 

“ius *’erlie enia* ev^x about nin. tv with rae, -unt 

-i-minie jeinin b us fer 10 e'eloojt eeffe*. 

"Inxier at xioen with reaain b after c.ru until four wxieia »xiss 
hellia s tw* uaUbi.ters arrived fer a visit with tx.eir mether. 

**u.it "’Grarai* oxid 1 fiuulou ixj tj.e front fe aruexx f*r a whilo, ajju 
supper «ud* at five. •* 

-fterwaru we iielu eur usual seireo in -uxjt - uumi*'s reera, 
ratuin fc mere fren the “edruaer "iary anu tal*.ixj b plantation. 

aisv rwi.u seme ef “unt 'ar.imie' s u raxidiatjjei 'a x^iary fer 
the ibuO in wxiioh ne spo.-a much of tx.« cot pletioa ef his 

mansiexx *n a#rs •‘ote, x.is vi^it t* hov; “rlauns t* purchase cer¬ 
tain furnishiix b s for tne now house, including eleven four 
pester beue. *u* ueurvens in tne house were thirty feet scuar* 
so ti.at tx.ey aeula easily nora four ef tj.ee* bods for th* 
boys, as suus*HU*ntly xxuppenea wnon tx.e latter refused t* sleep 
t» b e wi.cr. 

..unt '’ainmie naa seme s*«ri#s covcrin* her own dx.ilah**u. 
x»Uxxt «uli* was an elu slave wji* rombin«u with the -rwins after 
tj.e war. One G ave much attention t* **uxit '’ammi* and her little 
brother when they wore small. U u«« little brother wanted t* 
play with a ohielen which, at the moment was confined in a 
ami 11 coop with little chiefs, "rotxier lifted up tiis coop te 
cantur* the nan, but after antehin b her, he let the coop drop, 
ana a /.alf uezeu little babj ehieus were billed. **ur.t Julie was 
ripping ,rasd, aud.t* punish bret/ er, she tied ti.e settin b hen to 
brother a le b . t his made little -'urmelite mad anu she vainly 
orieu tS appreaeix her bretixer t* free his le b ,-but he jumped 
up ana down at suoh a b reat rate t/iat the eJ.iek.en, in turn, b^ew 
furious, anu so tne weulu-be re eurer didn't am* G #.t elese «n*u 0 h 
t* exxilu ana cjiieaen te effect a release. 


.itturned t* my maiionotte L>j nine and so t* nod 
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Dec. ora. - uuuauy. 

“nether rare auy li..« t:.ese ef Jun* in * J u b ls.na. 


Wfcy 


up e rly unu LisuifaiBL unu 210 c a b-auly L ten ef mail cut ef the 
(jefere Mill* when alias -•ellis cams ever la r ;fcd s«r~pbee*.y and .l.G. 
Wailes until ten. «un c Gumrai* Jainru us far eeffee, uiu <*fter a pr*--- 
ant h. If hour tul*iu b plan tatian, we went Luc*. te r-a^iut. until dinner 
at naan. . -*estly fuiailj present except three ar aur pcaiic including 
Jhurlas "‘fczuaatte frani dawn uittle 47«i vuy. 


af 


•o.plaiau tn« alu -friat-n ^sshheunc, Luilu ulen 0 the ttHat 
bi t xm fricuii heuse, wulj.au ulen b tain River fax u Li.t, bam* f 
und nap whan u r . oXeu^ht me a ui v pi cue ai pic ana u 
x'cis pretty successfully aillcu suppar ut five. 


tha 

ar 


auathj. snewer 
.lass af mild. 


Jh*u tna -leutiars ha left, we reau ala letters frani pea pic af 
-#te ‘'ayeusa, which uu.jeiHB -.airase haru by. ■‘■hare were u aaupla af 
r am e rouble epistles by *»unt nauppi ta h i s«n, tna several fram 
Aam ■ c ruhdhorane turn r’eurthier uuteu ubaut lbbO whi u. I li*.eu Last. 

a e&rae heru ubwut nine ta lis.au ta w r a an “alls unu aa ta ueu. 


^1 
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December 4th - “enuay. 

up and ubratu ub dawn, waldiu*, thraa ml las ta ..leutrese 
and thane. iiita ablivian until nine thirty whan I returned 
ta “*alrasa. 

“unt n«nuaia hud B au* ta visit aid uristearutie 
,.itnuni —ubert-~‘ecuue ta wham she is ulv-tys sending ar ttJLiiifc 
iaau ana madecina und “euven mews what. *^uutraa “Ubart—aa^ua 
daasn’t mew it, but the r.ehry s have an aa fe a an what remains 
af tha aid laulettees preperty. Uius Utumia nts ubsurcu 
the ala luay Chut she will always htVe u name se ran* as sha 
lives. * learned tne etner aay that auce Whan uaaana AUuart- 
'•aa^uu ..as . rnvely ill, *uut -amnia tala.rapnad ta a muratta 
daughter *f~Lu “eaque in “aw -rleuas, acquainting tha exl-spnn*. 
with nar aethers eeuditiea, but tna wretch never avau *•*«•«- 
laaaaa tha message. nunl -amnia says tn<*t tua ulucns are in 
tlinea ta be dinner ta tnair relatives tnan tna muruttees. 

"Belaw tha lewer ^ability ue b in the higher animals . 

But * Hadn't faund “unt -umrnia until naau, ana uein to 
oaa*. ha c t uin-thirsty *r ten, x wsadsreu ubaut the t tra «*' 8 
u uit, ehjsyia* uy mid-mamin t . aaffaa in th- ^ar^eau* sumne 
sunshine ana examining the rasa situutian ta see if I weula ba 
lively ta f uiu myself u ueuquet. 


I^et 


ubaut a a fur a a tna Linaary eetta b e,_aua i “» 

fauuu “isu ‘••ilia .ertin b -uahitaahas pupars. ,t seems thi t 
**unt -arnmie nus .,uite u aallaatiau* si these uuring raesnt 
ya.rs, Jiavin. u oetter file tnun tha publishers tnaiasalvas. 
sine, same af thairs war. raa.ntly bum.a in u lira tfifet a.s- 
trayaa ti.e plant. 


I leurnea tau , tea 
au "euisiuna rluntutians, 


, that usiua fram tha sar^pboeas 
auriaus murder stariaa, li».a tha 


uaust -fcstla ar tha “uth "udd affair, net ta 


►t ta mentian tha 

Mstahaz beads, -unt -umni* -«cps ana au af auituurias 
in b praminont poapla in this soatian af the auth •**; ™ 

finds th t abituurias usually b iva mare aanaisa infarmatian an 
the !.in b s af aeoart.d ners.na b .s than .cans af sul. k i.» ««d 
s^atahas af uppreaiutian. vituparatiau ar aditariala. 

In tna ftemaew, libB *'ellia raaa ta me f r .m tna 
-ydnar 'sB.L. J. 1 urn fia.ra r at tna 

a aur at baa*, tnis nas turnea cut ta oa, nar shall aver 
causa ta auaar ut tne umuzin b aallaatian af autstunain b 
intellectuals tnut peeplea the hutehaZ— usniu b taw, d#l., 

radian in th. first mif af the l^tn aantur,. il.w ou b lund 


rrv a. f H XT m 
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Dee. 5th, - Tuesday. 


Uncle Whit fact scratched an my deer ut f#ur mu upen 
far h m - feuud theni*ht *e "t mu warm mu much te 
delectable ta ge bttu ta sleep. mu se i ur.mau nurriedly md 
walked ta -aid *‘iver bria*a and sat far an haur, * n# 

atura blink an tha surf-ee af tha placid waters, mu liataii 
in* ta tha myriad *eu..u* ai txi# nisht. .' U ® iu * b cl ... 

hiitirw-iiiul arawiiu af anuteeiers Irani niduen reestin* pi ««* 

"‘. Li/.' t'a.r. ««.• tu. .1 U....U »a 

tha bass af tha fra**, — sureiy m *xeapt!anal uaasau ta *dd 
ar aantiiiu# suen aranestrutien tni* late lu ^ » 

auu iu c littla eave ad tn* fur side #f tha bnu*e ua-r 
whar# Pbemies hausa usau ta stand, u fia« fc af uuc^u waxabuslin* 
ubaut *ud eeeasianuly uUdCuin* at atnar. p * k 

and .,uiat tha pluututien is tt tula haur, unu yat haw audible 

is lh * iilauaa. daramaw ui.ht nsrar u-rneu i vc li^ i 

ratt »pau*lad turtalu af pewder blus velvet, nan*m* in 
■umpteus fUltt* t. csnccal tha day, yat s.meliew inaoec.usta 
i* it* off art ta hush tha muffleu veis--u afa xahtiga lcgien - 
birds unu insects, which, far the eeuntr,,side maintain a 
rytha us measured au tha i.reatniu. af mm mo animal unminuful 

af tha aemin* day. 


But*, data* bafara tna meai was uawu, * stimulating chawar 
uuu a «i*crtatle bafara tna *lewm* ham t where la*s v« 
avi.. uac- tha aunsnine they nud stared up, aim tee yellew 
fiarnas were far deceit tien uuu friendship but oat far neat. 

Areuafast ubaut Sevan, mu tnen ta tha mail, wioh “iss 
Nellie a amid* aver at nine , anu sa au with ratum* iiarn 
Sydner's “alias Until naan. 

diaaer and tha pas turn uuu anly u eeuple af 
thasa wara ull that ana aauld wUn far since the, tf uma fram 
thasa i lava, i’here was a beau li: t, tea, and ameug st'-er 
itarns u u vaiun s Un«la *‘an s -abiu, illustrutad, nu lisnad 
tis. first year tna aditian «ana ant, and u valur.i* wi.ian 
i;%£n^ try t. acquire far tna 1 ibrary .-Plat«h.r . 
baiu u tna authar, unu tna valum- entitled SL^miY. it ms 
published id **utahm, - baliava id lbou. ^ i.i* 8 £*^ u U C 

iutar*ctaJ 4 arcaahd#f raadid* with o? * 

I wander wn rf ha didn't entitle nis valuiaa Ton xUnUu,, Ux 
i’ihJ SOU , — win. t with all tna p rtiaulrs na hasaatnu^ 

extraardin»>ry seteria af batter minus taut maur 8r *^“ a 
iiutahe.. unu »<*sr.iiigtMi, “is».. aurid 0 tna fust iu.lt cf tna 
lutn aanturj. I must raaa tnat In*r*ncm baa^ nai spau^c ar, 

1 YuuL.aa viaws tna “auth .Vast. I was impmssau by nis 
af the read fraa •'eauville ta -atanea id tna %0(» baiu* uattad 
with pi: u tatians names, tha evvuer af which was astir.utsu ta oe 
w»rth fram ana huuurad theusaud ta t«u milliad uallais. 

/it a ail tha 3 ar# the ecuHtry us*u ta sat #b tna uailai us an 
idax af ssmcthidfc ar ether, it is auri.us na an. erer sa.m.tt 
ta have hafcru af this illdarada af cat tan turnao ta gala. 


90 

das, 6th - Wednesday, 


-aather beautiful summer's uay. r'na rates are still 
bleemid* unu tha daffauills ar« in bud. i'ha bwaat Oliva id 
my aeer set is li„e -^raby iu sensautratied. * walked a 
bit an cii« ^aller., bafara uawn, iahalin* tha mi.rvalaue per¬ 
fume until tx.ut sill, *-ali«a da*, r'euu rampau up auu wall 
ni*hx pushed ms avarbamd with nis clumsy affeetian. 

“iss "ailie auma aver sjjartly after breakfast ta read, 
while -unt ''ami# busieu narsalf^en tna atharsia ai tiia haute 
in tna front .aruan. «t tan, “ita arrived with mernin* 
aaffaa, beariu*a tray af seven aups, sa * gathered wa wara ta 
have S ua*ts, 

-elast arrived immadiutaly fram her nausa uaurb., and 
she was fellewcd by “uut ''arnia with three guacts iu' tec,--a 
“rs. *'aiss fram ‘‘aahitaa'naa, a *-*r. Uu^ullaugh and a Ur. **ebiu- 
san, tha latter being vary dies, anu i *u«bs bath af them alar*yn«n 

It huu a plaasaat haurs aha t, eeneeatratiij* much an 
nauisiana ^laiitatieus au tha ~'ast bana af tha “‘iseissippi, 
unu certain uspeetB af “entu«*y where “r. **abinsan hails fram 
I believe. *-a has pramieeu ta sac if ha van *at me a «epy af > 
tha • reni teatural * f aviaw uavetau ta d uru8 (; #wlJ yvniah I am 
very an: ieus ta tuiu thrau*h. 

i was ueli*nteu with tha ^ulity af urs. '«eiss's vaiea. it 
seams sne is an rlu friend af **unt "'ummia whe has gjiawn 

her ev»r sa lan*. I'da pear wamud has a uuu.nter wha is u 
*r«st s-urta af ear* unu sarrew, be .n* a victim af arrested 
majit^.1 uavelepsment. I believe siit l.v.s with her sen iu 
MAihitaahes, “*r. "eiss huviu* died u number af years a fc e. 
duriu* his last illness, tha “cistt haus# burned, but fertunately 
many af the fuiuishiligs ware saved. ..s the family was uiiutr 
^ ftwr finanaial strain at tna time, mnt ■'anmia sent a 
pluutatiea truth up ta *'aanitacl.ac ta assist in tha eartu*e 
*f tna hausiii.ald w aaus. A 'ha blue*, uriver : .uu helper wara 
prempiiy arrested whan they axrivau ta carry cut their in- 
struetians as *iva« by “uut - smmie. “eared half ta death, 
tnay semehew gat cut af tna tails af tna law unu het-feeteu it 
b-«*- te^-alrasa anu xelutau tiiCir xpaxianaas. It sterns tnat 
an# oan t ue business in “aenitaanas with a truck witheut a 
lieanse, unu thus tna frustrntien af attempted charity in a 
time af strain. 
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Am*UM, th. «.lloquili»ras ef this se.ti.n ef Louisiana, On. 
that has strut* m. as b.infc suit. distln.tiv. is th. us. th« 
w.rd "fcft.rn.tn". In .th.r l.taliti.a 1 have always th.u fc nt of 
■ft.rno.u us bain*, s.ra« Pue.rtuin h.ur b.tw..u tw.lv. ®r tut • tltc*. 
at.u aim running thr.u^h t. fiv. #r six •'tl.c*, t. b. f.llw.d 
bv .v.nin* that u. to itjs abtut sun a.v/n ana t.utiuu.e p»ssiuly 
t. .iaht tr niu.. •'.look. A ht unusal tnin. ab.ut txt.rnt.n in 
t is l.e.lity, at av«r, in that it simply dtn.su t txist. It s 
m.rnin*, up until n.a, ana from that p.int tu it is .v«niu*. ~nu 
s. it is that if .a. r.t.iv*. tha .v.nin b mail, it is fr.ra tn. 
ptstintn wht arrives about a i.uart.r .1 tut. ~*u if _ .n. «u .mis.s t. 
«.v.r ftr aftarna.n ttff.t at tw. t alt.*, xiinx it will tt 
..lain, tv.r this .v.nin* f.r a.ff... A nuv.n t ,,*t uisttv.x.a 
just whtu ni.ht s.ts ill. altntu.il x assurn- tnat it stalls 
■•matin, uf.tr uuu, sin.., -a «u«t -umrai. r.iuaras, wh.n tu. 
p.ints t. b u. at *“.l.rs. , tut lai.u t as w.ll tonsiu.r it mia- 

ni.ht. 

-ift.r supper wc 1 tts.su t ser..t .lu pai..tin b s .f h.us.s 
usstti: t.u with **unt - amml. , » m.th.r, xh.ra was th. hu t . r. b htust 
wr.ith “iias “ouaivina's fatn«r hau uuilt in ^uy .u -uf.ui.h. Wn.n 
h. lift his Plantation, x #i «h*.v., in "ashvill., ana b«.*-u 
.arviut, tut a l;.r u «ar ostutt in “.uiaiuna. Altn.u.h out htust was 
lar.t, tn* family aiu insluue lu .hilar «u, ~nu I .upp.s. a.c.UBts 
-ti nis bavin. uuii.4 his mansi.n lat.r with b.ur.ens oO ft. s^uai., 
s. that, as hi jocularly r ui.i- ra..d, h# ..ulu «,.t #i ’ lJ#u witn.ut 

St.ppin. tf a half ueatu .niiaruu. 


xnou tu.r. V.as th. pi.tui. tf tht ntust wi.tr* “unt "ammit was 
btiu. H was in M.w w ri.ans, r u.lixVc, ana tnt wniu fc nau u..u 
oadau t# tj.t house a sn.rt time b.f.r. littl- -axm.lite nwt. 
nar btw, by navin. a .rand "x’i.i.ui.i t" nr.’.d fitm a short ui8i.au.. 
awu,, t. lx* f.r an lntr.^al part #f th. builaiiiy. it wts in 
this w n 6 that auut ■’aiiuait was b.rn, ana st it is that w. tsas. 
hsr about b.in to b.m in a pi u o.n h.ua*. 

Aft.iwar a we sat l.n b before tut r’rauA.lin “t.v* ana .h tt«u 
nd l'.Ufch.a ubtut iu.tyr.eics tf p.»rl. v • —tw in -at.ii.s , r.aamj, 
th. N.t.h.s ".m..rat f.r m.rs.la tf n.rrym.ut, In th* 
nt’.vs, f.r .; ampl., th.r. was an aetunt tf a - “Uut, with a 
banquet -ft.rvvards, in.luuin b a memorial t# th. lat. "uncan iliu.r. 
*'h. ..mbinati.il is rath.r uni^u. t. bo b in with, uhu *>:««pti.i-uiiy 
st men tut st-ps tt r.nli-. that h. *f_ til. petpl* s.t tut town 
t. , r..-.iu fc oj tli# Itcuin. r.l. h. pi-^tn iu Lh. s.auaal.ua affair 
^ntwn us *h. 3.at -asti. Uuru.r Jas*. 

.md st ntm. na a liutlt raai., uwu tt r^stp. 


Dt«. 7th - rhursaay. 

«*.th.r .ttr b e«us da^, warm as u Junt day in «tw -upland. 

-fttr br.a^fu^t, i ran tv.r to thV bi. htust, ana ftund 
nuat ■'auiiait stanuln. in th* miaaia of nsi b.art.a, ar.ss.d in 
u stunning i-.wn, with -»iss "tllis tu n.r au.ts *twiu. up th. 
htm. I ttla “unt ■'auimit * wish silt wtula sttp at Htmt rtcal 
ph.tt b raph.r ana wat.n tn* birai* ftr a m.m.nt, but I .u.ss ti.at 
IS aotut iuptssiule tt htpc f.r. -tnint »h. l.ft »f for «.uth 
■“tuisiana, D’ayttto, x b.li.Vt, via “ltxauaria. 

-list “eilit anu I plun.eu into tur r.adin b uhu -upt 
steuaily at it until nttn. 

"iuiitr S..IQ.U unli^t u “.lrtst ainn.r with.ut »iit *“aaam. 

** “*r. iitx*nitfht from “a.hit.oh., was the tnly ^u.st, and n. tue 1 insert 
ltn fe at the bt rd. 

in the ufternttn “*iss -*tllie and x ..ntinu.d tux isadin b , 
with mu th about -igrs.hals., tht first printer tf -ississipri and 
his sont.rn tvr th. fr.eiu. tf -.1. ‘.st.r s ufri.au alav.-princ. 
i .htuld atm.tim. li*.. tt rtuu tht -ailts --iary xrtm whi.h w. 
ran a.ross nan rf .uttatitns. rt is ustouishiii* htw many a.taii» 
i.t inriuutu in tii-t dt.ui.tnt, na htv rt ucntly tnt runs u«r»ss 
places tr in.id.nts with wnitn one is iuHiiliur. ‘ tr inatun.t 
tr.tre is a . — a a.t.uUt in tn. diary tf un .hctll.nt airua.X ana 
musi.ul b ivtn by U .r*r u *>ranaen,—wni.h tt.*. pia*»_, r aisum*, at 
••iiioj “ill — un.r. new tfitn ^iss “liitauttii prtaauiy liv.s «v*i 
tljau# ainntrs in car imu fc inati.u us “ inuy “ill Mau.r sl.wly dt- 
4U,S -btul hex tars these Uu^s. -Ud ti..r. Was aa.lh.r n.t. b rf 
•• iisa ub ul .®iU u t* th. races in ^ississi pi, «•«u>a x-ol.us 

L.tempt tr “.''tmis htra. run. A ht atatmta s, tf com at, ..tie tut 
• pultnt planter a whose vast a«raa b . pa.s.d t. tn« *rtii. b 
b« in, Is* ted just a own tho roue from ui.lorst. “ith all oh* moaom 
<«ntruptions that u o into m.via b a rae.hors. from tra«u. t»uay 
•v.r,thin, it woulu 3 ».n from spe.ial aars to c*tton-buttin., it 
woulu be inter .stin. tt iJxovi htw ra.ehtrses were transp.rttd in 
tut first ml: tf th. lath ..usury wh.n r.-aa were n.t-.nousiy 
torturtus ftr human oein.s. I supp.s. it is aoeut ajO mil.8 
from tho -t.omt.-uertss.a plantation to *kt.n.a, old stm. ox tiit 
^teornce nor sea ran in tnt -.mu«*y -trby, •*« *f them bi iu*in b 
ba«* tnt trophy, a.iu -nurtnill ‘“'owns must be o tr 7 hunuitd milts 

from nert. 

..'t suppeu early, ana “unt -uami. still b.in. in th. bi b 
road, w. a.parteu c. tur s*parut. mais.n.tt.s t. b .t «uu b nt up 
tn ctrrcsp.na.n... 
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9.3 


Dee, 8th.—Priday. 

a heavy fe* hun* ov«r tne plautatiaii when * aw**.* a littl* 
before six. « little before seven * j.aa *ene through my shower 
aiia L1 u«jl coffee, uua wus marehin* toward the big read, the water 
partial## iu the air moistouin* my face as wal*.ou aleu*. The sun 
was stru**liii* heavily through the curtains ef fe*, a ua within 
half anheur r.ad triumpheo, with the eeuntiysiae fer twenty miles 
looking *■» fresh us a new wahed Pragenurd. 

It was net whan I turneu tewaru heme where * arrivea about 
ten. I pusueu by the aitchen fer u eup ef eeffee, findiUa ^lmer 
leenin* a little uhuer tne wcatner frem tee much fastiu*. ahe 
huu better step reuuein* t:e vielently er we shall ull be sittin* 
at an empty be ru. 

«« I 

unt -aniiuie was somewhere iii tne „ard*ns anu * eeulan t find 
her, se * a*u*ht eut "*iss ■‘•ellie in tj,e bindery where si.c Was 
sertin* "aeniteehes newspapers bel’ere a ueeerutive fire en the 
heartxj that was uneieseu by eurieua sereeneu gates that »unt 
datmriie ha« feunu in seme forgotten pitntatieij house that has leu* 
siueo erumol^u inte ueeay. 

**fter a litcie_ehat with ‘“iss ellie, ± went en te my little 
maisennet, finuin* ^eintzie, tne darhunu, sitting befere the sereeu- 
aeer, wnieh plainly telu rn# that the “autra must be within. 1 
feuriu her in my bathroom, fillin* a vase with water fer a beauti¬ 
ful bouquet ef narcissus which iix she had pieced fer me while en 
irr morning tour. 

he t.-laou for a while about hei trip ef hesterday to scuta 
Louisiana to eall en an elu friend who will net recover. 

■‘■n south -euisiana, because ef this summer Ii*.e weather we 
are bavin*, the flewerin* shrubs, Japeuieas ana whatnet er all 
in bloom anu it weulu seeia that if a celu snap uecau't come we 
fere lively te have July weatner by January this year. 

"fter uiuaei we went through the mail which is held a 
welsemea *r«*a slip fer me ana seme copies: ef Plaisir ae •‘•'ranee whieh 
I sat down with en a bench unuer tne ro reat live on*, ana turned 
through fer sheer contentment, ■‘■n the afternoon, “iss "ellie ana 
I read mere frem the -ailes "iury until nearly five. ■‘■non after 
a short wal*., a je nau the rust at ainner. 

“fterv.arus, -*ias "ellie ana her sister, "‘iss **nni*, who had 
arrive, about supper time, went their : even al . a„ s'while “unt -aiaml* 
and I tal^eu fer a couple ef neurs before her fire. I had eaten se 
much at dinner ti.at x was sleepy ,--p,. rtieularly the wild duel, whieh 
-’an had shot at sc .e water in* place nearby. nance ne radio but 
just an evening ef slumber. 
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Dee. 9th - "aturday. 

Up eiau abroad with the sua,--gloriously geld, with the 

premise ef a continued endless India* “ummei ,—fresh in tha 
evening and pleasantly warm durin* the dby. 

"efere breakfaat, I made a little taur ef the garde**, 
discovering a beautiful red rose fer myself 1* the fre*t garde** 
•*d • marvelous hedge ef white ssreissus iai gyle’s white gar¬ 
de*. 1 *at fer a while by the feaco where * wicket is te be 
eut that will aveatually give in upon eur awsn* lake which 
is yet te be gouged eut ef the eettea patch and a spirit 
eagendared into it with a pair ef beautiful majestic white 
birds. 


i feunu elu u *ele “hitefeet eitti** befere my deer en my 
retura, awaitin* me ana 'the eppertuaity to share my breakfast 
befere my cherery hearth, "* limped appreciably and wanted te 
be babied, se he sat ea my lap but was ia tee much pain te 
hum his littl* good merniag tuae with which he always serenades 
ae while awaltlag •‘rank a arrival. I couldn't find any eviaenee 
ef hi* pain, but ■“rank found he heu broken the skin a bit abev* 
hie right paw, and Prank could fix it up with seme medeein*. It 
was good fer the heart to se* how kindly ana how gently “rank 
handled u nel* “hitefeet, and hew soothingly he talked t* him un¬ 
interruptedly while he fuased with his injured paw. Prank is 
a lovable mulatto, Imbued with a soul that spreads ealm end peace, 
coupled with these faithful qualities and effielenalea that mad* 
the eld darkies ef anut«-b*llum days the prize ef any *r*at house 
that could net have been a* beautiful and filled with amenities 
if it hadn't been fer these line “rang. 



Hiss «*lli* cam« ever at 10 and reaa,--finishing the bailee 
book and .Louise "utler'a account ef the life ef a "euthera 
Plaater, whieh had appeared ia the Mississippi Historical Heview. 
“ltheugh she didn't mention it ia the article, she has telu me 
that this is aet aa imagiaativ* pi* tur* ef a composite L*uth*ra 
plaater, but an actual account ef tha “*erewr family , living at 
•neural Hill, Matohez. a* I resell. Hit. Uei «*r was a eeusia er 
an nuat ef Miss Louis*. At Laural Hill,—aa at se maay ether 
plantation* ia that fabuleu* area aau era, there waa the "ig House. 
There waa the plaatatien ehurah where the planter'a family and 
the slaves worshipped. There was the pasters heuae, the Dr.'a 
house and the overseer'a house, eut-buildine aueh aa the school, 
the wagon-house, the aetrag* house, the ameaeheuae, eta, *t*., 
and ef court* there were the negro eabina, Mias "*uis* has told 
me that the “ereera weren't especially rieh aa riehea were 
eounteu in these days. Hia fortune was estimated at about five 
million. There were ether* whose account* ran into twiee that 
amount 


I retell having aeon in the heme ef a relative in "slat 
Prenei aville, in the heme ef en* ef Mrs. “*er eer'a daughters er 
grand daughter*, a lovely *11 ef Mrs. M* r **r and one ef her 
daughter's, as painted by ^eajamla '‘eat. The present ewer ef the 
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Das. 9th- iwt. 

datura la ana af tha puraat aasansss af Chat awastnsss whiah 
\va eftan think af la ralatian ta tha aaraful training af tha 
rara flawara whiah that fadad aultura praauaad. xha paintlag itaalf 
la faat sraski«g aad paulia* away taward nsthing. but area at 
this lata data aauld ba ssvad, if tha paar lady wha awas it 
waran't taa paar ta drasm af staving aff tha ablitaratian. 

1 suppasa it la aaa af tha faw passasaiaa af a glariaus past 
whiah aha still paaaaaaaa, aaa it waula ba a aiima ta aaparata 
har fram this last vastaga af a Ufa that was as prsaiaua. 

It is a pity -this ^anjamin V/aat has ta ba haaaad taward ablitara¬ 
tiaa juat as inavitably as tha saaiaty that praduaad it, but 
wha will giva tha huadrad dallara requirad ta rastara this 
sanvaa, thus saving it far paatarity? *nd if, ta aaya it, by 
sailing it ta a aalleatar ar a gallary, wha waula taka away fram 
this gratia littla aid lady tha last rsmaining aymbal af tha 
••▼ia daliaiusa" whiah aha llvad aad unfartunataly had ta aaa 
araparata, 1 saving har in pararty? 

Of tha aharaatara in this partrait, *“i»» ^auiaa has tald 
ma mush, Mas Maraar in bias*. taffata ia saatad an tha right, with 
har daughtar, in whits arapa stanuing basiae har “‘•thar. ^ha 
partrait af tha uaughtar was paintau paathumeusly, far aha had 
dSd whila in -aria at tha *g« af 19. uar bady was br.ught b.ak 
ta “mariaa, and samaana tald “188 Lauisa that ha ahanaad ta ba 
an tha bluffs af "atahaz wnan tha baat baaring siiaa "araar, aama 
up tha riva fram Haw ^rlaana. -ram atam ta starn it was Jrapad 
inbhaak. Mias lauisa still pasaaa a faw artialaa balang ta this 
lavaly girl, a yallaw t.ffata jaaaat, with smart pleats at tha 
nask and tha alaxvaa, aaught at tha aaain by tiny pink any blue 
rasa buda, ana thsrs raraains a basutiful faw, aarvaa ivwry 
with a lavaly Fraganard-lika saana paintad aarasa tha upper part, 
anu mast unusual af all, gald wark in frasas slang tha auttar 
slat, ana ss aantrivaa as ta farm a bardar far tha littla rnirrar 
half sainsealad in tha assign,—tha anly anta-ballum vanity aaaa 
I avar saw. **na than thara still ramiwa in *las Lauiaa a pasaasaian 
a maghifiaant galdan aamb, —aama fiva ar six •* 

gautla aurva, h«avily atuuaaa with paarls, sa that tha gald prangB 
af this haaa asasrstian wars push thraugh tha hair straight x 
baak fram tha farahaad, tha aaaa-pearls farmaa a aumptaua diadam 
aarass -iiss -‘araars braw.. 

•<ith tha raading aana far tha day, wa dinad ana sauntered 
thraugh a laiauraly aftarnaan, Babins arriving taward faur a alaak, 
and jsiuau ma bafara my fira, bath af us asatping tha «uriaua 
visitara wha had aallad fram tima ta tins attar tha aaffaa haur 
and wars inspecting tha laam eettage and gardens. A niaa ahat 
aftar dinnar and fairly aarly ta bad. 
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Deasmber 10th - Sunday. 

Up and abaut at dawn, with r'rank earning shartly aftarwaru with 
■y breakfast, at whiah Unala "hitafsst and I fsaatad an baaan and 
whatnat until sight. 

Aunt Oamuis aaaa avar at 8:1b, and with ^iss "ellie, aha gat 
Habina and ma unuar way, far wa wara ta ba waak-and guasts af Miss Laui 
Lauisa at Tha w s*taga near -aiwt ^'raneisville. 

-a exeellent day far travaling,—many gray alauds with aaaasian¬ 
al bursts af sun, anu a tamparatura that was parfaat. 

wnaa in tha big raad, wa naaaad taward Hatehitaahas, thenaa 
aarasa tha plains thraugh tha flat aauutry, an ta Winfiald, and 
thraugh tha pins waads and ail fialas whsss dsrriska add a saaand 
farast ta tha unaut trass that sprsad ta the harizan. Wa apprsashad 
tho “‘iaaiaaippi at J'srriday and a littla furthar an wa aightad tha 
bridga amplaaamsnta hahind tha lavy whiah will ana day dastray tha 
aharm and saalusian af tha farmarly isalatad and fabulaus Uatehez, 

Far a littla whila, hawavar, tha farry will ba tha anly msans af 
tranaparting ana aarass ta tha sthar aids, and this wa task, ax- 
parianaing tha inavitabla thrill af tha sight aftha stariad bluffs, 
tha aril atmssphsra that fainly prsradss aaandalaua aid Ntehez-under- 
the- Hill, and abava and bayand, Hatehez harsalf. 

It was naan and wa dined at Bur tan'a, hoping that wa wauld aaa 
na ana listad aa "partiaaod Gantry", far it waula ba diffiault ta 
untangls ana 1 a salf fram tha ansuing teas ana astaila that wauld 
inaritably fallaw. 

Wa aaaarainlyg hurrisa thraugh tha shrimp ana shia^su ana ths 
axaallant rails, and drara thraugh tawn, deviating anly ta run 
past Hamawaad, sa bsautifully reatarsd by tha X Kingsley Swanns. 

^abina was partiaularly anxiaus ta sas this lavaly hams an twa taunts,- 
baauusa aha had nat visited it far several years bafara ita restera- 
tian ana basauas ana wantad ta ba abla ta givs furthar dataila ra- 
garding i 1 8 praaant status ta freinas in ^hreveperttha mavises,-- 
whasa relatives had built tha plaaa in tha 1860'a. Suah infinita gssd 
tasta has basn sxpsndsd an ita intariar, anu auah exquisite taata 
has baan fsllswsd in landaeaping ths garuans that nemeweed taaay 
stanus as a msnumsnt af unexeellea baauty in a ragian that ia un- 
surpassad in it baautiful anu rsmatis eharaeter. 

It wauld hara baan niaa ta run aut ta “ashingten ta aaa tha 
•<eilea hauss ana tha littla rad ahurah af whiah wa have baan reading 
during tha past wask, and ta hare slid avar ta Fester a -aunt ta 
aaa “*r. ^rsakatt, but tima was waving alang, and aa wa haadad 
aauth taward Heedville and °uint ^'raneiaville. Turning aff tha main 
highway at -^ains, wa antarctf tha waaas, driving far a half mils ar 
aa until reashing Alexander a ''reek. Tha waads wars quiet with 
tha hush af svsning.'yat muaiaal with tha sail af many a bird, 
tha graat barn awl dsminating tha shsrus, with tha lilt af tha 
nightengale filling in tha gaps, x ha waads thamsalvas wara daliaiaua 
with a faint fragranss af swaat alivs, tinaturad with tha pungsnt 
araraa af drying laavaa. 
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Mae. 10th - continued. 

w ressiUg the -roe*. wo alewly mounted the long incline, which 
turM« snu runs parallel with the Greek which wo could set through 
the foliage away below us. “caching the tsp sf the iaslius, ws 
turned at right anglas, before the mellowing picket fence,—its 
g&tss ajar, with the great live ea*s, thsir silent, motionless banners, 
ss though sbeut te descend with the failing light and en rap The 
Uetts o in a gray-gauze curtain ef night. 

Miss .Leuise came cut en the gallery, greeting us erer the 
balustrade, as is her eustem. She asiied us te the rear gallery, 
where an extending wing forms with the eppesing cut buildings, a 
hind ef fergetten eeurt, seeluaea fren the rast gardens that stretch 
sway in frent ef the w ettage. 

Ihere were guests fren **ew Cleans, and with these ws chatted 
until these whe had eeme up te hunt had returned with the birds they 
had shet. The evening was settling dewn lihe a pewderpint eleud, and 
already twe glittering piansts had appeared in the -Jeutheru shy. 

We sat fer half an heur, drinking a vaguely warn tedy, and with the 
seeend reund accenplished, the guests departed fer the Delta eeuntry, 
and Miss “ebina and 1 were alene with “iss Louies and Mr. Beb, 

As at siresc, all the colored servants have Sunday evening eff, 
and aeeerdiiigly -esdames “enhelme and “utler beget themselves te 
the nantry ana dinning recta while “r. "eb and sat en the bach 
gkllery, listening te the variety ef bird calls that sparhlea 
fren the felliage in the surreunding gardens as stars twinhlea in 
the deepening blue. 

fhe ringing ef a little silver bell anneuneed tne heur ef 
supper.zwhszszzzz served in the famous ela Gettage dinning reen 
at a table surely 14 feet in length. The table is always Maintained 
at this expansiveness even theugh as in the present enly “ebina, 

Mr. eb and I were the limited trie te grace it. Miss Leuise never 
dines at tne table, prefering te sit in an armchair in the eerner, 
conversing with the guests, ana assuring them that she deesn't care 
te eat at the moment. She always eats by herself in the pantry er 
in her apartment en the seacend fleer. We ran through celd chicken, 
salads and a variety ef side dishes, ending the repast with tea and 
a wonderful eheeelate cake which “iss -“euise had made herself. 

enversatien ran aleng at the same time, and afterwards there was 
much talk en plantatien things, and a geing ever ef family treasures 
which iss '“euise was kind eneugh te shew fer eur delight, —wenderful 
desert service, including knives, ferks, speens and a great ladle,— 
all ef selid geld, with the utler crest meaestly hidden at a judicious 
place, wenderful eld swerds ef the early Mississippi and <‘'cuisiana 
peried, a compact but elegant teilet set in silver ef ante-bellum 
dayswendereus seals and bueklets in silver fren the eld ^aillard 
family which had ceme te neuisiana in 1685, when the great Gaillard 
family was fereed te quit their feudal fastnesses in Normandie by 
the “evocation ef the -diet ef -antes. Hare Uses and regal satins 
ef ante-bellum days, all this and a werld besides, were piled high en 
the table, and with each Miss “euise eeuld regale us with many a per- 
senal aneeaete abeut her kin whe had eentreled such vast plantatien 
wealth threugh this saint a raneisville regien, and up as far as Hatches 
70 miles away. 
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Dee. 10th - eentinued. 

°ae ef Miss Leuise's grandmethers had been Mrs. —ercor ef 
Daural Hill Plantatien near Natchez. one stery she had te tell- ef 
her was, I believe, ef the troublesome years during er after the 
War. °ne night while at dinner, an eld Manny whispered in Mrs. 

Mercer's ear while austenslbly arranging a dish en the tabblet 

n -un fer yeur l}fe, ilisssie", the ela Mammy murmured in a 
muffled veice. "Den t step a second, fe' they sure is gwine t* 
kill yeu right seen". 

■‘■'he butler appeared at that moment with the after-dinner eeffee, 
and in normal, unexcited tone, the Mistress arose from the table, 
saying "Tern, have my eurriage brought te the deer right smart". 

"But, -issy", the servant whe was a party te the plot, remonstrated 
" Yeu all'as has yeu eeffee." 

-But he wilted unaer a seeend command from the -istress and the 
carriage appeared, and airs. Mgr ear ordered Xh the coachman te drive 
at all speed te the ferry landing. The horses plunged through the 
twilight, reaching the ban* just before the ferry pulled away, so 
that rs. “ercer stepped aboard just as it started te swing cut into 
mid-stream. **t that moment a howling meb ef blaeks swarmed dewn 
te the bank, armed with hoes and cudgels, enraged that their prey had 
escaped, "ith the racket they made, the A 'atrel turned cut ana the 
ring-leaaers brought te justice en the spot, *he ferry, meantime, 
had hovered just eff shore, ana when Xhnx order had been restored, 

“rs. “ercer stepped bac^ en the landing, and mounting her earrage, 
dropve buea te -laurel nill, ana in the quiet ef her dining room, 
drunk her evening eeffee, as was her want. 

There was a beautiful lace sesrf, — priceless, ± presume, sines 
without knowing anything abeut lace, I eeuldn t fail te recognise 
its unusual dellsaay and bsauty. It had belonged te young “re. 
ateven "unean, whe lived at beautiful “uburn in -atehez, “uburn ef 
the remarkable auapended staircase, and heme ef “iesissippi 1 a nest 
wealthy eetten planter. Hsr sister lived at the “ettage near ^siut 
^'raneisville, and she had decided te spend a little time at the 
Dettage, sending seme ef her personal effects before her, and 
herself driving dewn from Natchez by the famous "eeaville Head. 

But the lovely Mistress ef Auburn never did arrive, fer shortly after 
leaving heme, she was stung en the lip by an insect, becoming so ill 
that she turned bac* immediately, and in twe days she waa dead, 

“evely, cultured ladies, eapabls ana fragila, presiding ever mansions 
that are teuay marvels ef infinite good taste, yet surrounded by 
vaat forests whsre Indians still sxulked in tha fastnesses ef the 
bayau and milliana in dellura eeuldn'tsmeeth away all sf tha un¬ 
expected elements ef this fabulous eerner ef the eeuntry which even te 
this day few ef the people in the werld knew anything about. 

"ut night was lengthening, and we must say goodnight. Ur. Beb 
lighted me te my apartment , moving along the back gallery anu holding 
an oil lamp before, as there is no electricity at the w ettage.. My 
bear com was carpeted with -russels and the chairs were severed with 
rare eld teile. "ut all these I merely glanced at as * fell into 
my great bed and te sleep. 
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^eaamber 11th - Handay. 

I awake at tw* o'aleak this morning, »l««py but eautented just 
ta lia thara in my adequate faur-paster, listening ta the aall ax 
tha night awla and the many aalls af night-birds that paaplad the 
waadlanda hard by. ~nd go I was disappointed whan i a*x.e a aeaand 
tima ta disearer it was dawn and that x had fallen asleep withaut 
listening hang ta tha Beunda af the night, ^ut a new aharus af 
gangsters were busy in the park, bug the gnraeui, and in their 
mere brilliant and happier tanas, they amply reeampensed me far what 
i had missed in the night. 

i aaeordiiit, y jumped aut af baa, dashed threugh my bath, and 
in slipping inta my el ethos, pausea anly leng anaugh ta examine again 
the smart ^ireataira preserve Jars, new standing an my mantle, har¬ 
ing been brought dawn fram the apartments an the aeaand flaar by iss 
Lauisa wha must hara remembered by admiration far their pure white 
baex.greunds ana the luatiaus rad af the aharry and the eurrents with 
their liraly green leaves whiah 1 had mentianed befara whan visiting 
the w attage. 

A short flight af steps an the far siaa the wing •’"»** 
fram the aaurt side af the house, led me inta the “ngUsh warden 
an the '‘est side af tha hause. I wandered through it, remarking upon 
the aurtain af mist that was shortly ta be shat through ****•'*■*“* 
usun. Along the entranae drira A wandered, in front af the Oettage 
and along the terraae before it fram whenee a steep drop leads ana 
inta the sunken garden below the great live-oaks that dominate the 
summit. Thenee my path teak me ta the gardens an the ^ast af the 
hause, beyond the little sahaal where “rs. -uduban anaa had thttght, 
and beyond the hat-hause, and into the kingdom af sweet alive and 
Japauiaa that alung an the green branehes lix.a great flattened 
panaaaea af snow. I suppose liias ^auisa ana * •bins were still 

sleeping and I anew not where “r. ^ab might be, but a servant in 
the building housing the kitahen must have seen me enter this lovely 
formal garden, far shortly "dimer" appeared earning down a path toward 
me, bearing a truy af orange juiae and -auisiana-brewea eeffae. 

At "*elssae it weula have been served while still 1 was in bed, bu 
it its pleasant ta enjejMt here in the shadow of the seal fragranaa 
af tha sweet alive. Besides, if x had been^in bed, 
have miosod in part the sneatsale af dlmar a tall, thin, gauky 
negrass, looking in body like an emaaiatad araugatang, ana strikingly 
gowned in a wilted white gown, wearing tortoise shall glasses and 
an over-grown beudeir-aap. . Pandering further ana farther away from 
the hause, * resteu at at gate, quite remote fram the entranae nearest 
the hat-hause, ana there a sat anu finished my eeffee and a aiguretta, 
until s little silver bell anaunee the breakfast hour, arriving 
ahartly, 1 fauna Ida. n*b ana “Veins ana Mies -euise ana her nephew 
who had driven in auriug the night. “s usual, Miss aauise did net 
eat with us, but assited in keeping the servant maae the round, with 
fruit, baaaan and egga, grits, pansakes ana seffes. ourely these 
people earry aut the eld traditions,—inaluding a baaru that groans. 

"a shotted far a while an the front gallery, watebing the sun 
* sheet long rays through tha bannered mass hanging from the great 
oaks, and then at temthirty, Mias ■*'Ouiae, “a bin a I started aut. 


N> 



Baa. 11th - eentinuod. 


It was pleasant as wa rede through tha weedlanu an tha way fram 
The Wattage ta the big read, “ebina and 1 an the front seat with 
-^iaa “auise an the baak, strikingly attirod in a pink straw hat, 
an aranga east, fram tha lower part af whiah oaeaped a flowered 
pique dress. 

J 'lrst we headed up the big read a little way, stepping flrat 
at Wakefield, tha anaestral heme af tha sterlings. Befara tha war 
it had bean a magnifleant atrueture, three stories hi|h, but t)f* 
years that had fallowed saw the property divided, and with the 
division the hause had been divided horizontally so that no remained 
but a story and a half, ^veu in this redueed hight, tha eld hause 
gave an atmespnere af quiet eleganee. 

Hiss haul so sat in the ear while “sbina and X went up the front 
walk, being greeted an the gallery by tha lady wha lives at the 
plantation alone, save far the servants and asaasianal guests.--pri¬ 
marily writers wha like the Audubon ahranialar, "ise u^surka, 
aetually ataya at Wakefield while writing tha relume. 

I had under stead thut the lady had had diffiaulty with her ayes, 
and I was aeterdingly somewhat surprised that she had asms aut an 
the gallery ta great us so terdially. Har hair was white and her 
|ress was a lovely plain blaek erepe. Her faae was beautiful with 
tha tauah af resignation dominated by tha saber will ta earry an, 

X didn't natiae her eyas, but fram the way she let her eyelids dreep, 
i gathered thut the light might be a little strong far her. 

A t was a pleasure ta step into the lovely big hall, so spuoiaus 
and simply, yet sumpteusly furnished, with its eireulur wal at 
tha far end, up the side af whiah eireled a lovely stairease, aha 
painted aut a aharming elu spinet in tha hall whiah I sheula have 
mi seed, — the perpertiens were so ample and tha furniture so modest 
ia size. X B the nivingreera she painted aut ether lovely and histaria 
pieaea, the great double folding dears at tha arehway between tha 
front and rear reams with two great eelumns marking the division, 
and in the seoand ream the marvelous eld mahegny dish alaaets made 
inta tha walls, —this being the anly arehiteetural feature af tha 
ream that earried dark weed, the walla ana soiling being white, and 
the fleers af natural weed withaut varnish, aa white and opatleas as 
anly sand and soap eeuld ma*.o them. <*no then her eld Starling desk, 
whiah aha opened far us, shewing us the searet urawer aha had found 
and many papers inaluding the wedding "eertifieute af tha firat starl¬ 
ing , reading something liae this : 

I, so and so sterling, no alergyman being present, da hereby take 
“e-end-a. far my lawful wife, in the presenee af tha fallowing witness.* 
whaae signatures ar* appended herewith this month anu uay ana year. 

fallowed by “‘r. sterling's signature, that af hia new wife, and tha 
names af the witnesses, all distinguished personages af the region. 

« r * portrait adorned the mw* • pie«e in the same room. 
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December 11th, — continued -Hakefiil4. 


x o#n£r.-tulat#a the lad* upon her exquisite treatment ef the 
winaew draperies, • beautiful plain white material, falling gracefully 
frem the great height ef the windew, and taught lew, perhaps a yard fre 
tie fleer! t. whieh it fell in a ri.h flu. -he same treatment 
was duplicated fer the Dutch deer leading te a pantry in the rear. 

She seemed please that we like the simple yet neble eare with which 
she had executed everything, Then she wished ts te see and eld 
medio sewing-machine which she lead us te en the baex gallery, enclosed 
during the S inter. “he pointed cut seme ef the eurieus mechanism*, 
and then lead us te the ether side ef the house where her lovely tables 
and bedreem pieces were ef the same quality and treatment in de¬ 
tail as the ether r*ems had revealed. She also pointed cut her 
flower garden t the side ef the heuse, speaking, tee, ef the 
modest success she had had with japenieas and Ulaa hkd 

teld me before that she had superintended all ef this and that she 
managed the plantation tee. 


She aeeomnanied us 
and usxiUfc us te please 
She said that “iso Leui 
always asxed her if she 
was passing. A t wasn't 
- learned fer the first 
ef "akefield had never 
child she could remembo 


back te the front gallery, saying geedbye 
stop by to visit her the ne>t time we passed, 
se was different frem meat people in that she 
wouldn't eare te go out whenever -*1 sb ^euise 
until dinner or rather supper that night that 
time that in reality that the lovely laoy 
been able te seo since she was such a small 
r what objects really looked like. 


jrrem Wg&efield we drove south te a little below hains, turning 
off te the right toward the great plantation empires of the 
Burrewe, Bewmans^ereye and “eaven knows who all. Uearly fire miles 
up the reau, we strut* off en a little ksskssxx dirt read, which im 
lead us te a weed, eeneeuled in the midst ef whieh was a lovely eld 
prick church whieh the planters long age in ante-bellum days haa 
erected es a community heuse ef worship, -‘iss -euise said there 
hsd once been a lovely graveyard nearby, but it was net completely 
hidden by a thievet ef eherekee roses ana brambles. The ehuieh 
itself has been eonaemod, by whom or unuer what man maae law 1 na en t 
the vaguest notion sine# it was obvious services eouldn t hare been 
held in it fer aeeades. ‘he pews were still there but eaaly sagging 
and the eld #r*an had collapsed in the eerner, nothin* being left 
but the bellows, a great space ef fleering had been ripped up in en# 
eerner, one or two windows were eemplely out while etner paxnxxx 
panes bore mute testimony that youthful vandals had put stones 
through them. ^t what remained of the windows that wore mere #r 
less intact were a glory in beautifully stained glass, -about 
six inches squ re each gorgeous glowing eeler from ruby red 
through pole greens, amethyst, yellow and royal blue, bhai# ef 
Bohemian arts that are priceless and a king s ransom that at a 
moment crash into dust or shattered t# pieces by the theugntless 
pranks of untutored children, as I stepped out onto the deerless 
portal i could only thint of -unt w ammie anu the people who lived 
on -“a l #te - #yeuse who owned a long eabiu whieh they didn t want 
•r use fer whieh “unt ''amrnie offered them twentyfive dollars. 

They refused te sell, ana apparently seemed t# be content when 
the cabin was blown down and retted away, May the wind j-ov/ 

»• azIj ffh. /ugh tftu fro'SJa.J V of . 


December 11th, — eentinued. 


leaving ^alnt -*ary’s lovely, disintegrating ehapel, we re¬ 
turn d te the big read, heaaingXMkkx north toward the A uniea Hills — 
a surprisingly elevated area for Louisiana, and somewhat reminiscent 
ef the eld -atehez traces into whieh this hilly country merges 
further away. It was evident, tee* that these hills meant much 
t# “iss •“euise, fer she had not only mentioned them in her writings, 
but she had incorporated them somehow as somehow related te her own 
life, in what manner, however, no one will probably ever *new. 

After 14 miles or se, we headed sauth again, stepping off 
at Reeebank t# call en Miss ^raueia,—possibly her name formerly 
may have been '‘ran#** Barreu or Burton, — I never did ehtehit. 

before reaching the place, ^iss "euise explained that originally 
Resebank had been a ehureh, but sometime early in the turn ef the 
1800’c, it had metapperphesed into an Inn. Later,, and sometime 
well before the war, it hud again metamorphosed into a plantation heme. 
x here were lovely live oaks about the plate, although the heuse 
iteelf did net embrace all the white purity that gray mess seems 
t# demand us a perfect counterpart. before going-up te the heuse, 
Mias ■‘•euise pointed te a hill far off beyond little Bayou “arah 
“reek, saying that en that high plateau steea Ellersly, one ef the 
magnificent hemes ef this region and it was thflre that Miss r'raneia 
was born ana rearod until she, “isa -eouise anu ethers had gene 
te -lies Reward's ‘“inishing *>#he#l, new famous as “ften 'ilia. * 
Subsequently, through a variety ef financial uiaastere, Miss Praueia 
had been reduced and reduced and reduced. a y new we were approaching 
the gallery, ana “"iss *'raneia greeted us, a beautifully cultured 
lady in a grayish, faded ealiee, laundered te within an inch ef 
its life but as prim as though it might have been taffeta. I 
thought ef what the girl had said to **umt "ammie's aunt enee just 
after their ruination by the w ar:"But you, my dear, can afford te ' 
wear ealiee*. 

it was evident tnat Mias ■“raneia ana ^ies x-euise were enchanted 
t# sue each ether, fer i gathered that circumstance hasn't made it 
possible very fre uently these latter years. Rebina ana I let 
them walk t# fc et er before us, a pitiful pair, peer “‘iss Louise 
walking with so much difficulty because ef her deformity and Miss 
Praneia able te take only uxsiapxaXxx/x make an inch with each 
step, having fallen three times and exacted her hip bene beyond 
repair the first time and splintering it further the second. Prankly 
the spectacle was net without its paradox, two peer decrepit eld 
ladiea, struggling through life like a eeuple ef hobbled horses, and 
yet somehow all that had gene before in the way ef culture and re¬ 
finement dominated their whole being, with kindness end courtesy 
fer eachether and fer us being the dominant factor and a certain 
unmindfulnejs ef the hard blows that JS'ata had deilt them se that 
if one hadn t knew er seen them but had merely hoard them speak, one 
would suppose that none ef the viaiseitudes ef life had ever made 
the slightest impression en the personalities ef these whose sweet 
courtesies and absence ef solf transcended all the mere mang-ling 
that physical er financial blows eeuld deal them. 


r^ 
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In hor jeurney dawn Iran "llarslia ta aesebank, -‘iaa jj'raneia,— 

A believe her classmates knew Ber as ^rankle ^>randen—the descending 
Seales hare been made apparently with that ealm ana paisa that ana 
asBaaiatas with the aulture af the ladies ef the uld “euth, and 
ta these qualites might ba added a glauee at the kindliness af tha 
raiae, ita tanal euphany still sweet, aaupled with a smile that 
betrays na bitterness She apelcgized far haring na pertraits ta shaw 
us, but tnese hare been remared ta athar hemes where this relatire 
and that ane af a later generutien has wanted seme thing ta fill a 
wall spaae, and feeling tea that sinae their ahildren may bear the 
sam giren name as as this ane ar that in a partrait, it is anly fair 
that M iss M rantia shaula relinquish these last remaining restiges 
af tne farrnerfamily abjets af art, far she want prebably last leng 
anyway, sa what's the aifforenee. *hat wasn t the way Miss a‘raueie put 
it, screening as she did their theughtlsssness if net their eriminal 
laek af aansiaeratian, but in reality that's abaut what it bailed dawn 
ta. 


desebank had aaaardingly bean stripped af all tha heirleems whiah 
Miss ^raneia had larad sa dearly, all with the exeeptien af a great feur- 
pastar be* eightfaat wide and aaaardingly prapartianad, and while this 
was an tha seaand fleer and was therefara diffiault far “iss Frsneia ta 
raaah, she wanted us ta ■ see it partieularly baaausa this last assaaiatian 
if an earlier and batter life was being taken away by same relatire af 
a yeunger generutien at three a'aleak this aftarnaan. '*e aequiesed ta 
her request that she ba permitted ta ga with us ta tha upper gallery, 
realizing haw keenly she must want ta share in tha sdmiratien af this 
wandarful aid pieae bafara it had disappeared farerar. There was sane- 
thing alasa ta persenlfied Xxndfnhyxx tragedy in the fax twa figures af 
idles Leuise ana Miss *raneia as they hebbled aarass tha gallery, pear 
aid ladies staggering slang physiaally as they strere enenemieally, Miss 
4'raneia able ta aarar but an lush af greund with aaah step, her bady 
gently swaying ina half-arch marement while M iss -“auisa with ana lag 
mueh shartar than the ether, n* hebbled in a manner suggesting a 
crumbling eelumn. fear things, they had lived tea lang, their far tunes 
had ranishad and their werld had gene awry,—ana yet that rary aisilizatlan 
whiah had nurtured them in the beginning, anly ta eruperate, had left 
with them a spirit af kindness anu gentility, insulating their badias 
fren tha physiaal shaaks that wauld hare stunned less aauragaaus sauls, 
at the same time engendering a sweetness in their manner that weula 
perfume an indifferent seeiety far inta the airala af a newer, passlbly 
stranger, and surely a mare presale age. 

js’er a little while “ebina ana walkea in the garden, laaring the 
laaies te talk far a little while tegether, they were sa bub.ling arar 
with happiness in being tegether, aaah exchanging with the ether little 
reminisaanaas,—prebably abaut tha anly jay they had left ta share with 
aaah athar, , and then we said geea bye, ana teuehingly these twa aid 
friends embraced eeehether affeetienutely, and we remarked upan tha beauty 
af the grast asks slang the high way, but in reality, 1 suppase, we 
all had “iss *'raneia in aur hearts. 



Dee. Uth— eentinuod. 


•‘•t's net far frem “esebank ta “lreeaks, a neighbaring plantatian 
haring ane af the finest arenues ef*great mass draped trees that 
1 knew in this leeality. 1 suppase it is a gead mile in length if 
net langer. “t the far end af the drire stands the heuse,—an example 
af early arahiteture, rauely Spanish af late 18th century eenstruetien,- 
rather plain and substantial. A he serrant adrisad us that the aster 
and “istress ware aut, and sa we declined ta ga in, but drara bask 
dawn the great aranue whiah mare than reeempensed us far aur risit. 


j>ewn the read a little further we turned eff ta tha riah penata- 
tian regien, sa lang made fameus by the beautiful heusas rarieus 
members af the Barraw family.- A t was gead ta leare the dement 
gnd wind aleng the dirt read that waund aleng tha little hillaeks that 
raise this regien share tha plains farther te tha seuth. 

Ihreugh a rast park af great green liraeaas, we drara up a slaw 
inalina, at tha tap af which stands Greenweed, and enerneus heuse 
with a gallery fermed by haraia eelennades that run areund tha entire 
heuse. As ana appreaahes the great mansion threugh tha grave ef 
earns, the white eelurans fc limmer threugh the mess draped trees like 
gigantia candles ar enermeus pipes af same fabuleusjergun. 

As we draw up in frent af the rast gallery, “iss tf rsnk ^eray, the 
ahatelaine, acmes cut te greet us,—a wheleseme, substantial wemsn, 
radelent with geea health ana charming in her eeruiallty.. ihere 
is a special impetus ta the imaginatien as ane sees little iSB aauise, 
frail yet strang as asymbel af an earlier generatien, typifying the 
quiet and secluded spirit af the remete -attage, balanced against tha 
persenality af the equally strang spirit af Mrs. *asy s 
weed represents tha epulenee, ana almest estentatien af tha ala cuts 
st the full flush af its ante-bellum grandeur. 


The interier af the heuse is harmaniausly in sympathy with tha 
ample prepartians af thu whale structure. The hall is tremendeus, with 
larely eeriuthian celumns ta the right ana left ef the a central 
ixtg, gad a beautifully curved staircase at the far end, swirls 
gracefully ta the seaand fleer. The ceiling af each ef the 
great reams an either side ef the hall are aeeerated with a beautiful 
resate medalian, —the design in capper, painted white, and aaaardingly 
in perfect harmeny with the white walls. The mantle pieces are af 
Italian marble,—black ar dark green, with brenzed metalwark, suggesting 
tha "ireataira merged with the first **mpire. Aeetyline gass is use 
in the heuse and an endless gass fcy pip« descends fren the selling 
in each ream, in ever instance just aff center, areiding the lerely 
resate sailing madalians. Thera cie sumptaus pieces ef furniture, 
aining ream table and sharia, buffets, leuugCB, eta., with a aula 
cabinet er twa faintly suggestive af the iameus bt. ‘'lsud cabinets 
af arie -nteinette, new in the “etrepelitan. Back an the great 
gallery, we leexea eff ae ess the lawns. A * the left is a charming 
lilly pana, and balancing it an the right, a beautiful little l**e* 
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Dae. 11th - MSt. 


green reminded me ef the little lake ef -arie *nainette 
■t tka*feri» g »t "eraailles. ^rs. 'erey geld she had been te England 

, ; g /SSil pieture ef a bleated mule, its rigid leg. sti.king 
Straight up II the i* »ir •» the l.vely surface ef this water,-- 
far s eeuple ef n shewy swann was the enly thing 1 haa ever seen 
flittil ?£***** Auteinette' s leas. Later, I learned, hewerer. that 
there is an expressien "deep eneugh te swim a mule , mn J 1 ®*P p ?®* 
irs! werey was queting this eellequilism te give us an idea ef its 

depth.. 

-re. Greenweed we passed by -llerslie, and drove en te ^ighla»d, 
hama af the eriginal ~arrews,--a piain heuse set deep in a huge 
irrere ef liveeaks. A 'he inters sing arrangements in this early plantatien 
house Miss Leuise wanted ub te see espeeially, but the family was net 
It iS s. we eentented eurselre. by drinking in the sturdy 

charm™and pea.e ef this eld eld "father ef plantatiens". 

yarding littl bayeu Sarah -reek, we drove along . dirt ret-d, frem 
whieh branched several lesser reads, many ef which lead te pljatatien 
houses ef varying interest, but all ef whieh -iss -euise weuld liked 
t! hlle shewn us if we e.ula enly stay at The -ettag. f.r a seasen. 

£*?» S&uT&S time, urn .. h«* de.Ue* t. «!» i» -.int 

t.*l.Yely, .xurabliug little -.int-U.ry'.-in the -»«■- wi n p«t 
IfUn ’ilia te eentSmperary civilization in the ferm ef autemolbies 

and restaurants 


eentinued en fellewing page 
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Lee. 11th - ja entinued. 

uofere sunset, we had finished eur ealls in 3t. -rsnelsrille, 
terminating them with the “isses -elsen's,—yeunger ladies in 
thoir fifties, ene ef whem perferms wedding seremenles im her 
autherity as elerk af the eeurt,—and a was impressed far it 
eame te mo far the first time that a man might he married by 
a wemam. They asked me te return te St. -ransinyille te speak 
befere ene ef their elubs, leaving me free te seleet any tepid- 
I might eare te, We atepped, tea, at Mr. Hewnan s little 
shep —I eeuldn t figure eut what might be the nature af his 
business,--possibly repairing furniture, although i “JJ* 
it was hopelessly in dis-srdor, reminding me ef the apartment ef 
the “ardy's whish I had risited ssreral years ag. I. -•* 

“adame Hardy was a brilliant woman, among ethe things having 
interdueed the pasteurization ef milk into #r 

Her husband was a brainy prefessar, and their ehild ef. tw ®,J?* 
fourteen was a psagedy, speaking dozens ef 1*“«; U ®J®® • ^eluding 
several “hinese dialeets, getting top drsges in every king and 
getting tee many degrees in eell.ege while still 1* J 1 ® 
years." I've forgotten hew - happened ta be invited to tueir 
apartment, but * do retail that there was na plans for auyena 
sit down,—all the ehairs, sofas, radiators *nd tables being 
piled high with half read newspapers, books and periodicals. 
u n —y A»#wman's shep was liae that, and the mind ef the man 
•eemsd^eserdingly elutt.rsd. * german by Mrth, he bad graduated 
from a 


te 


«. and lived the rest sf his liv# in ^t. -raneisville,, 


, ~s the sun was sinking beyond the treeteps, we headed North 

up the big read toward Bains anu the turn aff that teak us bask 
the -ettate “*isa ^euise *»eeminly untlrsd by this round ef 
visits, “iss^-suise shattea with us all the way heme, telling af- 
the little episodes she eeula reeall ef the treublessme times in 
this levely regien when "Beccnstructlcn, was raising h *T*® wi *J 
what remained after the seeurge ef ar haa pssssA thanby, 
the reving bands ef negates, moving an masse at Bl * B Jght aewn this 
same big read teward -t. "ranelsvllle, internt upon wipping eut 
the tewn. ana hew they had been stepped at the edge •* the 
Join's limits and scattered by a few g.ed volleys:ssnssmlst 
muakats and hew at the «*tta e e ene never slept at night wane 
the men ’ ef the heuse patreled the read leading from tha main highway 
datarmined ta ward aff night marauders, and hew *he ettage bad 
escaped destruetien ana ultimately hew security jj* J*®* : 
ished and hew differently the negreea faired in their »** *™ oA " B 
and haw apulenae swiftly turned lnte a struggle *®r ®xi8tenee 
fer the ene time planters, and haw gradually the aid "®y 8 ®* J^ f ® 
began evaparating and the amenities ef life lingered en enly in 
the^persenalities ef these wh. had gr.wn int. purity under the 
refinements sf a sesiety whase keystena bad srumblad. -1* ^ 
gratefull far this eppertunity whish had been ■ iBe 
in mingling fer a little while with these fow grand eld plllara 
ef the^euthland, * felt that I had brushea alase ta an age, the 
like ef whieh we weula never again sae, either threugh sueeessien 
ef duplieatien. 
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^ee. 11th - eentinued. 


Mr. Bab was awaiting aur setrn an tha baek gallery, and 
It was pleasant ta mx sit far awhile before supper, watehing 
the smoke aurl up from tha kitehen, further beak in tha yard, 
listening ta the whirr af an aaaasianal awl swaaping fran a treetap 
in the west garden aarasa ta the sunken garden an the east, and 
pieking aut af first evening stars that twinkled in the pale 
blue heave, and talking abaut the sweet little family eemetary 
an an adjoining plautatien twa miles beyend the east park where 
the first Uirs. ■‘'avis -“effersen "avis was buried, and af an 
aid darkle af many a year baak who was being sympathized with 
by a Her them weman wha asaed him ta tell her af his hard life 
in slavery. In the latter eategery, the stery gees that tha 
weman asked aid *am if it was true he ware a ahaln before 
the A ankees had aame and freed him. "Yassum, I she did, M am. 
"And when the Yankees aame yaur ahain was gene tea, 3am" 

"Yassum, it she’ was, and sa was the geld watah an the end 
af it that -iarse T* m dene give me many years befara". 

But the tinkling af a little silver bell aalled Mr. Bab and 
mu ta join Hiss ‘“euise and “ebina in the dining ream where wa 
ate with relish'the delieeus supper,—a deliaiaus fruit oup, 
fired ahiaken, mashed patataes with ahease, ealliflewer, eggplant 
aalade and aakes witheut number, talking tha while af plantatians, 
an drinking in tha quaint atmesphere af the lovely aid ream, 
its a untless fine aid ahiua ana glasses shimmering in the subdued 
light af the aid ail lamps. 

hefere we were finished, Miss nauise’s nephew, a youth af 
height and thinness, and ana time aviater, arrived, and ha 
added a eontemperary tauah ta a eenv^rsatien that had hdtherte 
been almest whelly ante-bellum. He said that a shewbeat, Tha 
Dixie "uean had deepen that afternaan at "t. J'raneisville, and 
wouldn't be like ta drive dawn ta see tanight's perfermanee af 
an ald-“iver meladrama. Miss “euise theught she wouldn t aara ta 
gs, Mr; B*b knew he wouldn't, and saying gaadnight, retired 
w gil8 ’ebina theught she wauld like ta ga, ano I theught a let 
as ta whether Miss Louise would rather have us all ga sa that 
she eould get same rest after suah a uusy day ar whether she 
wauld prefer ta have me stay and talk with her af the gaad aid 
days whiah she had knawn sa intimately ana whieh 1 had learned „ 
ta lave almest tea late. 

T7 yyg^iwgwiBMh wKkxwgs^'he perfermanee af the "haw eat was aver 
abaut eleven, and saying gaadnight ta the others, tne yeuth and 
I wha aaaupied adjailing apartments in the wing, made a rearing 
fire in aur fireplace, and sitting befara it until two, wa talked 
gf aantemperary preblems and punished a battle af Old «raw. 
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neeember lkth - ■‘uesday. 

1 slept until seven this morning and sa 1 dashed through 
my bath with vigor and intensity, hoping ta be aut an the 
terraae befare the rising sun shattered the alauds af mists that 
hung aver the great trees in the park. 

I walked around the island, dawn below the terraae, and 
airaled through the sunken garden bask ta the rear gallery, 
where i fauna “r. "eb reading the morning paper. 

The angular aid servant appeared shortly with a neat 
little tray bearing the orange juiee ana eeffee whieh tasted 
twiae as delieious as usual, thanks ta last night's Old -raw 
and my morning walk, 

“t eight the laaies jeinea us an the gallery and shortly 
afterward the little silver bell rang again, haulsiana aaffaa, 
seramhled eggs and bason, hat rails, grits ana gravy, marmalade 
and toasted muffins, griddle aakes anaswyyp ana mare Louisiana 
aaffee. The youth appeared befare we were finished ana wiss 
Louise xn exeuse herself far a bit. 

We lingered far awhile over aur eig rettes, dieeussing 
aurrent “euisiana politics, ana what the sohedule was far 
the day. "he youth and -‘r. "eb were driving up ta ugtohez ta 
call an a Relative who haa b en Injured is a horrible automobile 
aaaident a few days baok, while “abina ana were returning to 
Melrose, going by way of “atehez, tea. 

"n the gallery, “iss -“auise jeinea us again, ana we speeded 
“r. “eb and the youth an their way. ■‘hen “abina and a teak » 
aur leave af -‘iss -aauise, pleasantly laden with a big bat af 
japenieas far **unt ''ammio, manuseripts far me ta read and 
a niee fat white box whiah Miss Louise had been preparing far us 
in the pantry, sa that we might pianio an the way home. 

The woodland was damp and sweet and eoel as wa drove 
dawn the incline from A he attage, forded “lexander's «reek and 
wound aur way toward the bfg read. '-’nee there we headed north, 
until we reaehed Weedville, where we turned from the aement read, 
and headed up the aid plantation road that ran far fourty miles 
thr ugh traces an to A *atehez. 1 hadn’t been aver it sinse a 
year age last "OjitJiJb jr , ';liu i V/. .rf > delighted ta find it mere 
lavaly than ever, its deep tunnel like passages aut here and there 
by side reads that lead ta plantations hidden away in a seemingly 
impenetrable forest, and its eurious ana unexpeeted eurves 
untrammeled by automobiles whieh of course from tnis peint fer- 
ward will always use the meaern aement road, ■*■ suppose. 

“alfway through this pieturesque and romantie highway, we 
stepped far aur pianis af ehiexen and sandwiahes, fruit and 
i aaka, making glad the heart af a solitary darkie wha read by 
an hersebaek by tossing him a pieoe fram aur fram eurbriming 
ing luneh box. 


I 
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Da«. 12th, continue, 


Wo sat far awhile, enjoying aur aigrettes and watching 

play af the naeday sun through the tangleof t 

Vines that entwined arer the traaes aheaa of us.“^•J*** 

the beauty af this extraordinary and stoned region, dotted 
with beautiful aid plantatiens and the memories af this 
paradise af rural enchantment whieh had flourished so abundan y 
^hundred years and mare aga, anly tj slip baak int. slumber 
and be alraest fargatten by the eutside world. 

■'a drove an a few miles, turned aff at a little chit church, 
and alang an aid plantatien read past -udge^rmstrengs plaae 
with its beautiful lawns and unusual allae af live aaas that 
tir» li riS? «»y »1«* Instead .f th. 

usual straight arenua. ^e stepped tea at the lately Jj*®?** 
plan tat i an ohur ah, white and almast aw nglana 1L ” 

reserved pasitian several hundred yards back fram the r.td. 

We lingered far a while an its gallery, trying pietiare 

stone in ante-bellum days when smart aarriages a «ived an Sunday 
mornings, bearing the planters family te the service be± J r ® bh ® y 
drave off far dinner with neighbors living down anyene af the 
countless plantatien reads that euxt through the traces alang t 
eld main route. 

further alang we were struejs. by the fact this bh ®. ht 

hunting seasan. "e ware getting eleser to atahez^and ana might 
expeat almast anything that aauldn t be imagine. e were net 
leng in sighting it, far there beside a aut in sat a weraan an 
a folding ahair! embraidering pink rosebuds an a pieae af fine 
linen as she balanced a double barrel shoetgun aarass her lap. 

I suppose there is no paint in wasting one s time waiting far 
dear ta pass in ane's diroatian when the embroidery fleas could 

« «*“ fill im th. time. Wh.t . pity "alrln 
could not have been^thus fortified when he used to go fishing, 
but x uaubt if “r. aalidge would ever have appreaiatea that 
doings af the inha ftants of the atahez region. 

•t "atahez wa avoided seeing anyone we knew, driving straight 
to the ferry where we waitea far half an hour until it returned 
from "idalia. I* the w nuer the “ill section there was much 
activity, trucks running to and frow with material far ha 
bridea which is a building, x suppeso. nd furtner up the 
water's edge we neticed the great plies M lumber JJ 

what had anae been the fameus gardens af Magnolia in the vaia, 
silamius be?are the O.nederaaJ that the Mississippi beats frequent- 
1 v stepped far an hour ta permit their passengers ta 
through these mast extensive and beautifully landscaped gardens 
af the entire river ’b aaurse. Half af them have long since 
gene iuta the river, and the rest aire new obliterate* by the 
products af a busy lumber mill gaiug full blast where anae weio 
glariaus parterres. 

“nee across the river, aur drive alang the flat lands af 
.Louisiana was plessant but withaut the beauty af tha wandarful 
seenia beauty af the '“issiasippi side af the river. assing 
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•*'ee. 12th, - cant. 


passing through "atahitoahes, we were delighted by tha simple 
beauty af tha saasanal decorative lighting which this eldest 
city in “auisiana carries aut eaah year, “crass the strets beautifu 
little blue anu yellew electric lights ara strung, and as the 
east side af the main thereughfare is vaid af buildings because 
af the **ed “iver channel which aaurses alang through tha town, 
the lights that are strung arer the bridges that span this 
approach ta the main street, an splendid opportunity is given 
ta carry aut beautiful designs that seem ta be eentrifed frem 
little stars braught dawn from the vast expanse averhead. 

>‘e reached “elrese about eight, nearly collapsed with 
silly laughter when we discovered that “abina had left her 
week-end bag containing all her clothes and things at A he 
“ettage, and so staggered up ta the balcony af the front gallery 
where -liss **ellie and “unt “anomie were awaiting us with open 
arms. 

“unt “ammie prepared a cold supper far us, and while she 
aggraned the beautiful snowy nxnx japenioas in a heavy shallow 
bawl, ' abina and i chatted with her af all that had happened 
bath a? “*elrase and the Vttage since three days baak. 



From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS A! 


Ill 

•We«. 13th - •'odne8dfcy. 

'^ith unole "hitefobt bdside me, 1 slept heavily laBt night, 
hut was up befere dawn, bathed and out ef the heuae befere 
sere* fer a walk. 

On the “anerase read, a passing truak stepped ta affar 
me a ±±tt lift whieh x gladly aaaepted, far it's always and 
eduaatian ta get this sidelight that semes through conversation 
with oho werk-a-day falk ef this locality. 

A 'he drirer teld me he was Tissie Cashel, that his nether 
had been the greatest woman this eountry had ever produced and 
that he hand't minded se mueh when she died ef typheid fever,— 
net at first he hadn't, hut new as the time slipped by he missed 
her mare and mare each day. 

ae said he know “‘iss ■'arnraie, toe x --kud known her far years, 
and that she was a great weman tea. ^ a wanted ta knew "if she 
still lives with that aid furniture",’ and wasn't it queer 
hew seme peeple when they grew elder seem ta line ta live with 
aid furniture instead af buying geed new stuff at the stare. 

I left him at -ientrese, waited far a few miles, and then 
read back to -‘elrase with a man wha said he always liked ta 
give peeple a lift beaause he never knew when he might want ane 
althaugh he had a business and owned a farm, tea, and that he 
always did whut the "ible said he shauld da and he haped ta get 
along alright. Ha asted me if 1 had heard af “udge Janes af 
"atehitoohes. “aid he was alright when he had been eleated Judge, 
but new he wasn’t, “aid the Judge had even parked his ear an 
his farm far earryings an with a stenographer. ‘■'aid he didn t 
believe in sueh ungodliness and that he had gene the next day ta 
the "'eurthouse and told the - udge what he thought af people 
wha did sueh things. Ha haped he'd never get into any diffieulty 
and be breg ht before ^udge Janes. 

**e dropped me at Melrose gate, undl explored the big house 
to diseover if **unt “ammie and “ebina had returned from their 
trip into tfce kittle “iver region where “ebina had planned to 
go with her gay 8 90 eeatume ta have her piatura taken riding 

in a buggy with “hurlss “azurette, 

A hey returned just after we hud sat dawn far dinner, after 
whiah “china same aver ta my house where we were Joined by **unt 
Gammie, with mush talk af swann lakes, “ehemian glass and the 
estate oar ana a driver whiah “unt "'aianle would give me ta 
return ta “t. franoiville far another limited visit within 
another weeJfc. “obian valanteered ta provide swann far the lake 
while “unt ammie will provide the latter whiah I am suppased ta 
layout, and” 1 shall seoure a fortune in Bohemian glass., whiah 
we shall bath save from its impending destruatian and at the same 
time use ta emblish a little white temple that really aught ta 
be something if properly esigned und built an the edge af the 
margin af this little Louisiana lake that will, i hope, be 
reminiseent af the little farm at Hetit Trianon. 
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Deeember 13th - eentinued. 


miss "ellie joined us far mid-afternaan oaffee, after 
whiah she and “ebina h-aded far “hreveport 

“unt -ammie eoneentrated an bam “rawn and ^egis wha are 
warding in the front gardens while 1 gat after a bit of neglected 
correspondence and Journal. 

“fter supper, **unt “ammie ana i talked mueh af Miss Louise 
and her delicious home and her obviously unhappy situation, far 
life must have seemed cruel ta pear “iss ■uguise, a viei m af 
infantile paralysis and it would seem never blessed with a 
romantic episode in the len u years af her life, i told *unt “ammie 
that Jdiss Louise had spoken af the three years she studied medeaine 
in “anhattun, and we had fun imagining the set af circumstances 
that impelled this little lady, a prouuet af *“188 nawards finishing 
skhaal, ta tear herself away from the fairy-like “attage and 
delve into science in far away Manhattan. >'e spake, too, af 
her luox af physioal comfort because af “*r. -“ab, fa. she hud told 
aunt -ammie she always freezes in the Winter months, far “r. "eb 
is almost psychopathic in his fear that the Get tug a will burn dwan, 
and accordingly forbids her ta burn more than a stick or a twig at 
a time. I wonuer what sort of apolploxy *r. ^eb would have if 
he should come to “elrase and see the roaring firest that burn with 
abandontwenty four' hours of the day, even when the weather is so 
warn as at present when we keep all the doors und windows wide 
open. 

I said goodnight to “unt “ammie a little before nine, 
came homo to sit with uncle w itefaot for an hour and listen 
to *red “lien,--and so to sleep. 
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December 16th 

Saturday 
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December l%th - Thursday. 

~t was pleasant ta awaken with the first of dewn and 

from t);r pillow rtntoft tie east turn 'rjn gra -j to ’•ose t* 4,eld. 

JPrsnk came, about tix. thirty with ny cof J, e« and f*r ny r-’ . 

Ha siad;"l think “r. -yle will same today." nobody 
expected Lyle, 1 thought this was a fairly b oad guess, but sure 
enough a wire oame later in the day, saying ^yle would arrive 
on the evening train. 

x worked at my typewriter until noon, went through the 
interning nail with pleasure, and returned to my typewriter 
afterward, “unt C mie oame for ooffee at three, and after 
mueh talk about the ^eheiaian glass and the samples ef their 
luseieus coolers, we made a tour ef the gardens, fussed a little 
in Lyle'8 house, and before we were done, heard the supper bell. 

Sister and the "r. brought Lyle from "erry and 1 was so 
busy on my typewriter I didn't get over to the big house at 
all, but about nine, he and -unt -ammie called for me and all 
three of us went over to "yle's house where we talked long into the 
night. 


It seems that the federal "riterso Project for Louisiana 
staggers along with no one certain as to how long it'will last,— 
although it seems certain now that the "tate ^uide will be 
brought out alright, whether the ^reject felus up or not, for 
its is nov; being preef-reaa, so that its ultimate appearance 
is assured. There are other books scheduled for early completion 
such as Travel in Old Louisiana, The History of the "e fc er, — the latt 
er being written entirely by negeres on the project the contents 
of which -ayle says is rather dull, and then there will be a folk ' 
lore of Louisiana and another volume, the title of which eludes 
me. nyle is unuer contract to write a novel ana also to do 
A he ■“ewer “issisaippi u iver in The "iver Series of which £rl 
farmer's The Hudson is now enjoying such popularity at the moment. 
Lyle knew warmer in b e w w rleans a number of years ago just after 
warmer got into odas with the college in Alabama wher- he taught in 
the university. 1 believe -*-yle maae sou# sort of an arrangement wit 
Catherine “nthony, living at £5 "auk “treet in Manhattan so that 
"•arl could live there for a time, and thus get a book off. 

A want -“yle to do A 'he “ewer “‘ississippi before he does the 
novel,--it wouldn t be the first time he had made the publishers 
wait for anevel fir years,--for s volume that embraced the 
region from >J xXlnxxx St. ■‘.euis, down through "atohez and £>aten 
Rouge to ^ow u rloans would certainly be in the field of which 
Lyle could write with unquestioned authority and entertainment. 

It was three when I got back to my house. A was enchante 
to fall ableep and dream ef plantations in the lewer Mississippi 


s/ 


it was geed te awaken early and discover that yesterday's rain 
was finished and that a new day gave promise of fine weather. 

All morning I worked on mail until mid-morning eoffrfe, when I 
jeined the -iadam at the big house. We spent a little time going « T «r 
request letters txm fer books she is going to borrow from h, b. Y. and 
reward “emorial Library on the first quarter of the nineteen oentury as 
it swung around bgtohez. 

Sam Brown came shuffling up the front walk toward the gallery 
where we were sitting, bringing with him a nice old nogress in a Bpotlesf 
dress of blue, and a snowy apron, aunt -ammie greeted her 
askiBi. about all her people and how things were going down by the spill- 
wav where she now lives, rt seems she is the elu mamy of the henry 
children who spent many years here at Melrose. She had much to say about 
old times and how many wonderful things “unt -animie had done for her 
and for her kin, furnishing them with medecine when they were siek and 

“anm!. dl.mis.ed it .11 with * w«« 

of her hand and her usual remark at such times: I don t rerameber anything 
about all that," 

A'he old lady haa beenxknx touring the neighborhood that morning, 
taiiBg up a collection for new "posties" which she said their S rSl ** 
yard needed because the fence was falling down and the cows wore wanu 
ine around and spoiling the flowers and things on the graves. she 
said ill88 Sally had given her fifteen cents,—bally nertzog at Hagnolia 
plantation,--ana that J. had given her ten cents. buch munifi.enoe 
evoked a sligh scream from **unt "uramie who flew up stairs and Brought 
dlln her contribution. I don't know how much it was but suspeot it 
as ten tim s as much as J. ^'s. 

After she had blessed -unt -aiomie, who haa urged her ta oome bask 
and see her again, the oldxiaayxx mamy went on her way, calling 
down the blessings from Heaven on the Mad ftm . 

Prank arrived at that moment, bringing me a message fr *® ,L 
asking me to come over for a highball before dinner, ana as it was then 
t!eve£ thirty, A flew. We sat on his gallery for half an hour, talking 
over eld times, remarking upon curious pronunciations ana shwagss in 
meanings of words since plantation days, suoh as frolic and Pompei, 
and how his grandfather always said bureau for burro, telling Lyle 
about riding through the * n b bureau. 

-fter dinner, “yle ana * wulAea over to see Luline. A ho sun was 
so warm that nyle’visably perspired although ho was in his shirtsleeves. 
We picked up a drink at the saloon, and so continued our progress to 
lhlnl'7, f.und h.r presiding ever her leathered wn.iurr.d 

friends on the hearth stone where a stew was _ Mtfl fca 

ouriousity of ohickens and oats alike. but the beds looaod as J** 1 ** J? 
orer and the pillows on old -eline's bed looked twice as white usual, 
thanks to a striking blue banner hung on the wall behind t ^e headboard. 
ZllzL k ™ri,±*»xxxxxr. u n this blue field of the banner ran the lo t end, 

"Refresh yourse 1 f her.-~r.ther startling in such a position, but unuer 
the edge of the headboard ran the announcement- l -eea-ueia . 


-j 
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Da*. 17th - “unday. 
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We talked with aur hastees far a little while, and then 
leaving a remembrance ana the pramiB* ta return again in a aay *r 
s* t* bring her some meaeoine, we walked dawn t* the salaan again 
where we met several acquaintances, “*r. “aohel, wh# had given me a lift 
a morning or two before, and a mulatto aarpenter wh* haa done much 
work for the iielrese houses, ana was now building a big house for 
the Hahn's who hold the dizzying mortgage an the "ertzeg plantation, 
i thin*, his name is Joe, but as an aid assoaiate of Helrase workers 
he knew lyle, and he insisted an buying us a drink. Lyle reaipraaated, 
and then we sat an the gallery, leaking out aver the beautifully 
smooth blue surfaee of ^in “iver, and remarking upon the almost 
Chinese appearance of the wooden bridge that spanned it at this 
paint. I assured "yle that eventually I was going to have it painted 
a red-orange laaquer, which eutxtxx aug t ta do something ta the 
whole ensemble of water, pine trees an the far bank and the sky, 
and "yle said he would arrange to have hunareds of mulattoes 
attend a picnic in the evening on one side of the bridge, with 
stipulation# that they carry Japanese lanterns back ana forth across 
it as they plied their way from the picnic buffet to the saloon 
an the other bank and back again, ad infinitum. 


"aline*8 olu husbanu, Joe “eque came by on horseback, looking 
exactly like General Beauregard, n* stopped to say hell# t* us, and 
in lifting his hat and in other little mannerisms, somehow gave 
off all of the aid courtesy and kindly disposition that one always 
associates with the ela darkies of ante-bellum aays. By now Lyle 
was buying drinks for many a dusky face that * haa never seen before, 
and w ld "*e came in for a round of beer, declining anything stronger. 

His nephew, a youth of 17 or so, came by and "oo introduceu him t* 
us,—forgetting that i h d met Hdwaru before when A had bnaught home 
the bouquet of chickens from “eline’s a week or so back. Drinks 
went ‘round again, and ‘'ae mounted his horse ana galloped down the 
road toward home,—an old, old many but still as lithe as a youth. 

As three roaus converge at the briugeheaa, and the saloon 
is the only public of its kinu in the neighberheeu, a changing 
Bound of now faces revolved about the gallery as new people suggested 
they woulu enjoy a ariu* ana h. le was thoroughly enjoying the 
general carefree, happy dispostiou of these Saturday afternoon loitorers 

..bout five we walkea toward heme, where supper was awaiting our 
arrival. The board was soon clear of all sitters, ho ever, except 
for -“yle and “unt ’'ammie and me, for once we get te talking plantation, 
time always sSeras to cease operation. 

Supper ut last done for, we joined the -*adam before her -’ranklin 
stove for a while, retiring later with a bowl of ice to Lyle’s cabin 
to talk ana read from ■“ether “ississfcppi until late 



i awoke at six ana built a little fire, anu a lay aown again 
until coffee should arrive. When awoke, * glanced at the fireplace, 
and congratulated myself upon the grand arrangement of the logs which 
were blazing gayly. a second later it uawued on me that the expert 
eye and hand that hue. 'JJ aft a this romantic pyre must have been 
other than mine, and at that moment, ■“rank arrived with my breakfast 
tray, gigglie in his beard because he haa for the first time been 
able toarrange things for me while A was still asleep. 

a heavy mist hung over the landscape, and 1 was accuraingly gald 
to stay inside and do some work, “s 1 was typing an hour or so later, 
•a’rank came back, —still giggling, and bearing a lovely vase full 
ef white reses. He said the Uadam had told him he was to Blip in with 
these while * was still asleep, and so wwula 1 please close ray eyes 
se he could carry out her orders. complied. 

dinner was augmented by the -loutierville family ana one er twe 
others, with a huge turkey ana all the fixings. 

“fter ainner walked in the gurcen a bit with Charles -“azarette 
and talkea for a bit with -yle and the "r. and his wife in the "ibrary. 
“hortly afterward all ef us found a resting place for an elongated 
siesta, but while the others slept, * fiddled about my maisonette with 
my typewriter and boeks, and before knew it, supper was upen us. 

A ‘he household returned te its accustomed quiet Bhortly thereafter, 
with all the guests having gone, and after an hour with the -‘•dam, 

Lyle and 1 gathered ioe and retired to his cabin. 

"e talked much ef the plantation and it old old problems. 

**o spoke ef his efforts tu teach certain mulatoes to read and the 
eventual dispair ef ever getting anywhere. Frank's boy wh* is 
bright and of some twenty summers was eno of "yle's pupils. Ho 
used • preliminary reader, starting with David is a boy, this boy is 
"avid, this sons is ^avid, navia is my son. This lesson was followed 
by one in spelling. "This " being always prouounoed "dis", and 
no amount of effort ana persuaion could make it otherwise. , "David” 
was spelled pretty well and then "this", and then "son" and then 
Lyle had spelled the werds to Tony, , with tony repeating them, as 
for as "D A V I D - ana what aoes that spell, to which Tony re¬ 
sponded in triumpth; n Dis". 

"uoh conversation is so entertaining when "yle is present, he has 
such a funa of uncedotes to illustrate with, ana yet, in spite ef 
the goea arinks,—ene ef which k eeugheu on for hours,--ana in spile 
ef the geea reading, I was sc sleepy, I said goea bye to Lyle, fer he 
was leaving early in the morning, and I retired for th . night. 
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Det. 18th - -onday. 

Up at six-thirty ana out far an early walk, - a little uncertain 
abaut the three mile lane after all af yesterday's rain, but I found 
the gain* wasn't bad. 

a had haped to catch the train from up the line, riding as far 
as Derry where I know -uyle would be boarding it, sa that I might 
surpiBe him. "ut * missed the train, ana as I was quite a ways from 
home, I oaught a ride with Sheriff ' L uyae af "atohitoches wha was 
gaad enough to bring me straight ta ^elrase, although it was eut af 
his way by twenty miles. 

I dashed off a few letters, took a little walk dawn ta the bridge 
before dinner as the sun was now out, and after dinner sat on the 
gallery with the “*adam reading much good mail that came far us bath. 

~t two or u little after, frank brought the coffee tray ta 
my house whenoe arrived shortly afterward not only the “adam but 
also -siesta and Miss Uellie who had returned from Shreveport to 
read to mo. - - - 


A'he ^adamo had a hilarious setry to tell us af goings an in the 
kitohen. "hen the cook was in the garden and ■“rank was bringing 
me ooffee this morning, it seems that somebody slipped into the kitchen 
and finding a lar b u piece of meat cooking an the stove, they cut it 
in two, taking out the center portion, ana placing the piece back to¬ 
gether to it wouldn't appear especially evident that it hau been 
touched. ■‘■Li8 was of course going a little too far, and sa tonight 
was deal nated as an excellent hour for a conference, and suppose 
that the offender, who is probably *‘egis, one of the garaners, will 
get an invitation to join the staff of fielu hands. 


What with the superstitions auu the actual fears based an 
frequent enough violence among themselves, it is no wouaer that 
any af them want ta inform against the tm other, event saintly aid 
—adame ~ubert-”ocque, as steadfast a “amanist as there is in this 
region ."says, for instance, that you can't pray for help against 
those wha steal far if you do they will walk down to the river and 
drawn themselves. Just what will make them do this or why she should 
aare if they should meet such a fate x haven't the vaguest notion, 
but one will have ta live much longer than white people ever haven' 
been know to if one may ever hope to understand the mental operations 
af these poor people. 


Mbss Nellie auu reau for an hour, and after supper talked 
with the -adara for an hour in her room anu then after getting half 
way through the new seotion af the -‘odrudor Diary which ‘‘ebian ahd 
sent, we said t aed night. 
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Dea* 19th - Tuesday. 

Dawn aama in Wagnerian trappings, with the bang of thunder and the 
bleating of oews which somehow supplemented in a bovine sort of way 
U? 23.1 p"”r» •* th, W.lkurl.. All m.rniu. tfc. r„la. *••«>*•* 
and the thunder rolled and all day the oews were mooing in a kind of 
mournful probest at being separated from their calfa ana ehanged ta 
a different pasture. 

Mtas "ellie aume over early and wo read much in -laibarne's 
Mississippi nistary and of Outlaws that enoe operated along th« Datohez 

i'raees. 

ten. "lenience came ever with our coffee, -lemenoe is an 
exceDtional durkie. bhe is as thin as a rail and leeks about 36, 
but they say she is in her sixties. although married, she has no 
children af her own but is bringing up a child that someone willed 
to her when the baby was but a few weeks ebd. 

-ike the rest of the colored folk hereabouts, * suppose -lemenoe 
aannet read, but for all that 'lemenoe is probably one af the smartest 
negressea ana is likaly to run aoross. 

She isn't the Melrose ooak, for -lmer holds that past, but when 
something goes wrong lin the kitohen or -lmer is laid up, -lemenca can 
step into the breach, and turn out a dinner that surpasses anything 
aimer could ever contrive to dish up. 

frequently, however, when there are more guests than usual nemenc 
alvcs -liner a hind in the kitchen, "lmer is as slow as dishwater 
^d if it weren't far "lemenoe at such times, dinners would never 
get under way, i guess. But far be it from -lemenoe ts get 
up in a lot of useless undertakings, aha serves a beautiful dinner, 
aid with a wave of the dishcloth, the dishwashing is out of the way. 
ana -lemenoe is on her way to some etner undertaking that she lUes 
better Of course it is just a detail that -lemence, the minx, 

Ills it r pat8°and pans out of the way sooner than anyone else e.uld, 
tnd it is amazing that shortly after she has rolled up her sleeves, 
you will find the dishes done and every pat neatly turned •“ 
itova or shelves. it's Just too bad, however, if you should by error 
tJ» £5 of these pots right side up, for if you should you would 

discover that Amende hasn't touched the inside of them, and 
thev sit looking immaeulate from t. e outside, with the inside all 
"£p .ith drl.4 f.dd n.t, kut -l.m.n.e 

safe, since seldom does* anyone check up on her. 

-he is bringing me one of her paintings within a few days. 3ho 
is an artist and works in ails, using the bottom af a oardbaard bax 
•f the Bide af a ■“ir/jnun's soap box as a cauvaB. and they say her 
creations are something, whether they be still life, landscapes or 
portraits. he one she is g.ing to bring me is a seen. i» • Blok 
roam, a man seated in a ohair witn a woman nursing him. Whan 1 
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•wee. 19th - continue. 


her about her models, she explained that she never needed any* 

-•metimes at night, she explained, she has a vision, and getting up 
she searches areuno until she finas something to paint «n \ ana then 
just goes ahead with the paints that .albert “‘ckensie has given her. 

But this mor.iing uleraenee hua a new creation to shew us,—net a 
painting but seme dolls, using * bottle as a base, she creates per¬ 
fectly splendid little figures, whether it be an eld woman leaning 
en a stick er a pretentiously dressed hottentet, a seem rnaae fer his 
nese and a bit ef embroidery for the eyes and mouth. She also 
has created in this year's group a beautifully dressed blaek nnn, and 
as she e: plained to us, the nun has a little girl, and that figure she 
made with a smaller bottle as a base, and uressed the child exactly 
as the mother-nun. It reminded me of the priest in the local church 
named father * k egis who beget a child by a local colored girl, and it 
was named Innocent. ^his was a number of years ago, and the child 
has now grown tt , u.d the moment is working in “rand isle 

for a priest down there. 

Aside from t. is series of flights into the **rts, Glemenee is 
an exceptionally fine seamstress, and the ftinge she makes for one 
thing or another is beautiful. She is about the only negroes on the 
place at the moment who can spin, too, but she doesn't like to spin, 
and no matter what cajoling or persuation ~unt -ammie may use on her, 
Jlemenae simply wont spin ootton for “unt -ammie because Bhe simply does 
not like to spin. 

After coffee and our chat with •'leraence, we continued our 
reading until dinner time, breaking the sitting with a walk around 
the formal garden, and later going over the mail, l* the afternoon, 
our 6 ood work went on, and I was enchanted with the aoeount of the 
first steamer on the aiiesissippi, built by Nicholas Roosevelt in 
Pittsburgh, who with “*ra. “oosevelt, made the first trip by steam 
down to "aw “rleans in their boat by the same name. x suppose the 
trip was as exciting as any subsequently rnaae by any steamer, since 
they were on the uhio, just entering the father of *‘aters, in December 
of 1811, when unbeknown to them an earthquake of extruobriunary 
--interruption--- and the upheaveal of the bed of the river was so 
great that no one could find any of the accustomed landmarks, and be¬ 
cause of the overflow of water, it was impossible to locate either 
the old channel or the new. . The "eesevelts stopped their boat where 
they ooula aleng the shere to cut weed for the engine, with Indians 
appearing to assit them sometimes and whiteinen living along the Lanas 
lending them what information they could as to the ehunges effected 
by the river during the tremendous tremors that hau rocked the valley. 

I must write to -leaner “oosovelt ana see if she has any information 
regarding the "iary -*rs. "eesevlet kept, ana particularly regarding 

her entertaiment on the occasion the M ew “rleans tiea up at "atchez. 

* 

Supper was aelayed by the presence of callers in the afternoon, 
and reading was accordingly out down in the evening when we all 
folded up our be, rds at a seasonable hour. 
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boo, £0th - "ednesday. 


The air was odd this morning as x stepped out into the 
garden for a little tour before breakfast. But yesterday's clouds 
had disapperod and the narcissus shone bravely in their dark groan 
borders 1 b spite of the frost that was retreating before the 
rising sub. 

*188 Nellie oame over at nine ana we spent the morning with 
accounts of doings oh the old "atuhez traces and a couple of 
chapters from an old volume describing the region before 1860. 

•“'inner was uneventful with only one extra, a youth who made 
little impression on the scone. There was a good mail which we 
lingered over for half an hour and then took a turn around the 
formal garaen to see the youpon berries which weigh down the 
little treees in the fullest measure of their fruitfulness at 
this season. 

■‘■here were guests at the big house this afternoon, with 
I»r. LloOook, his wife and offspring staying for dinner, or supper. 

*he ■“'r. is interested in old houses, particularly those of 
his home town of Natchitoches, although of late he has discovered 
other old plantation houses in Louisiana. **e was particularly 
impressed by the ‘‘‘ink "euse near "onnalsonville which ho had seen 
during the past summer, and regretted that it is fast disappearing 
from the earth, thanks to the neglect and dismemberment that 
has overtaken this amazing ante-bellum structure which once 
boasted of 76 rooms, wonderful stained glass windows, and staircases 
thatjwe the last word in amplitude, bordering on ostentation, 

Nrs. J^e-eek, sometime back, had boon a guest of some people in 
Now ~rleans, who had once been guests at the ‘ink douse,—^ollegorvo 
in the days of its glory. A hey had told her of the regal manner in 
which the former owners had entertained,-frequently sending a 
steamboat to "ew w rleans to pick up musicians ana their guests, 
who would be brought up to the Link ^ouso, entertained for a week' 
or two, and then returned to "ew ^rleans by the same chartered 
boat, ,4 ith all the grafting ana waste that goes inot present 
day -“ouisiana politioan s pockets, it seems doubly a pity that 
the state cannot diverts little of this money for saving these 
wonderful old monuments of a departed glory. / 

x he guests loft about 7-.40, ana we then read until nine from 
TH3 SUNNY SOUTH, possibly by ‘ngraham, an 1860 pyblication of 
Philadelphia, containing a chapter describing a "Atehez plantation 
of the era. was enchanted Co find a lake bearing swann on its 

bosom, a nice little buttress in my campaign for a swann lake 
at “‘elrnn*.tempted to take a walk,--the night was so wonderful, 
what with a good moon and a pale blue flannel sky, but being 
tired I oame home and feel asleep without oven turning on the 
radio. 1 ~ 
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bee. klst, —Thursday. 


~netuer beautiful summer's like day, warm and aestful as 
April, 

Ub efcrly and abroad, meeting an eld man, eripplei in body 
and Bpeeeh, but withal as entertaining as i have run aeress 
in my little leeal excursions. 
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Dee. 22nd - Friday. 

Up befere dawn and revelea in a eeld shewer whieh nicely 
eut the warmth ana humidity ef this strange December weather. 

The sky was evercase with thick blankets ef gray cleuds, save 
fer a little sliee ef sky in the east where the risin* sun was, 
speeding a gergeeus eepper aleng the horizon and half way up tewerd 
the zenith. Frank brcuth me befere seven, and then 1 start d eut 
fer a walk, in spite ef his ebservatien that it weuld seen be 
raining. 


Unlike many whem I have bet, he never velenteered who he 
might be. ner did he ask me where I eame from, ana when he speke 
ef Melrose, I was twiee as interested in the points he made, 
sinee he, threguh his deseriptien ef the place. obviously did 
net knew x was aequainted with it. Hiss praise ef *»unt ^arnmie 
ana H, eenfermed te that which * always hear frem these whe 
understand that * knew them. He speke ef the erigiual ^enry 
heldings as being in the neighberheea ef 12,000 aeres. I suppese 
that inheritances have eut this acreage semewhat, but as I unaer- 
stend it, the present plantatien is fairly impesing in measurements. 
feUBix one certainly can riae fer miles ana still be en “enrj 
preperty. 

*'he ela man speke much ef agrieulture and his enthusiasm 
fer divirsifiaatien ef ereps, which, I believe, is net widely 
praotieed here. He alse speke ef advantages in raising cattle, 
and ef sillage whieh is kept in a sile,--net built ***** £**™}** 
but rather in the ferm ef a sunken trench where winter feed fer 
the sews, such as oured sillage keeps perfectly. ±hts type ef 
gilg * havo never seen but it seems there are many ef them in 
neighboring parrishes 

A returned heme in time fer 10 e'aleck eeffee, and “‘iss 
ilellie joined me te explere the written accounts ef "ittle ^ rp . 
andHasen, the read agents ef the ela batches traces. A he astonish¬ 
ing fast that ene eneeunters in all these reeerds is that ne twe 
ef the tales eeineide, in fact “siiberne, the historian, gives 
three separate aeeeunts as te the final capture and end ef eld 
JAasen, all ef which different en all p«.rtieulares, including even 
the state in whieh he died.. 

ftw dinner was gave with pelitioal talk, if, indeed, neuisian 
eperaters in gevernment seats can be dignifed with the ward 
politicians, and after dinner we explere a velume, published unaer 
the auspices ef *. Y., with a laudatery remarj about the presi¬ 
dent ef the institutien, -'r. “mith, whe, sinee the publication 
ef this velume, has joined the in criminals, wearing stripes and 
•utting sugar cane. . 

quiet afterneen ef reading ana until eight this evening 
when we »11 said geednight. 








went down the lane as far as “entrese,—about three miles, 

1 reeken, and there the first rain crops started. I talked fer a 
while in the garage while the rain increased in intensity, and 
within a few minutes the enitre length ef the lane bask to “elreBe 
was a quagmire. As ne ears came aleng headed tewerd heme, and i as 
1 * fcr ® t# spend tha re8t ® f m y life, even though at the moment 

I was High and dry there, I started eut teward heme in mud 'meat 
up te my knees, my shoes slipping at the heel and the mud scrunching 
in and eut ef the sides ef my shoes. ,( hen most heme, a care eame 
aleng, and a nice youth stepped te give me a ride, although by that 
time 1 was soaked and begraggled. a e stepped at thje saloon at the 
bridgehead, purchased a bottle ef pert and shared it with me, 
and when done, taking me straight home te *‘el»ese. 

M get into my shewer again and gave my shoes and olethes a 
bath, tee. -*rank has seen me come in, and while ■*> was busy getting 
rid ef the major part ef the lane which 1 had brought with me, he 
was building a rearing fire, which felt good after all the wet. 

“11 day the rain feel, making up fer the time lest during the 
past twe months when it doesn't seem that it has scarcely rained at 
all, 

Miss ■collie eame ever and read fer a while and after dinner 
I buised myself with all the good things whieh the neon mail had 
brought me. x he thoughts ef these friends whence came these tokens 
ef good will and affection did away with thoughts ef reading, and so 
the afterneen slipped by while I drank in the happiness that these 
symbols ef friendship had brought te make my w hristmas a happy ene. 

* while befere iupper, I want ever te Aunt -ammie te go ever the 
clippings ana letter which I had received regarding “euisiana in genera 
and particularly about Gayarre, We both were enehanted ever the 
Gayarre review which had come with the clippings and the Gayarre 
volume whieh 1 had already opened befere the tea-time eame "round, 
lie seenerxknx had we gotten deep into a discussion regarding certain 
aspects ef the ^ayagre business than a knock eame at the Deer. It 
was Begin, asking if he should bringkn in mere weed,--a job which 
is always taken care ef by Frank, Obviously he wanted te get something 
off his chest. It was merely that he weuld be taking Saturday as a 

holiday, and so-whieh 1 suppese meant he was ready fer hie -hriet- 

mas present, but intentional y or otherwise, *unt -ammie didn't had 
it eut. As seen as he was gene, Hem Brown, the scoundrel, appeared. 
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Baa, &&nd • eentinued. 

Sam wanted ta knew if "Miss" Henry nmeded same mare weed. 

"Miss Henry's weed bex was already bulging but she weuld have 
anether armful . And ^am ^rown had something an his mind. "Wall 
I tells yha, **188 Henry", I'se gwine talce ae marraw aff". 

"But, Sam -arawn, " the “ad am replied, "Just haw da yau think 
I am gaing ta lira ta merrew~er the next day ar the next if yau all 
taka tima aff and I ain't gat waad tamarraw ar the next day. Da 
yam all aara? Of aaursa yau dau't, but I'll tall yau ane thing. 

1 mint died af cald yat and I aint gain ta". 

"Ysamsmm, Miss *anry, that’s right," same baek the typieal -am 
Brawn answer. Yam ain't ferze yet, and yau ain't gwine ta neightar. 
"hy if bra ta. I'll dene oome myself ta fetah yau up yaur waad", 

"Oh, ga an, “am "rivm, yau knew perfeatly wall that yau all 
will be in the big read, just a-carryin an, and yau want even give 
me a thaught tamarraw. *au knew that ^luff narer aame in teday, and 
yau knew yau want area think af me- tamarraw". 

"Oh, yassum. Hiss “enrv. *'e shu' all think af yau tamarraw. 
cause tamarraw's -hristmas. 

.. f * r but “hrisomas want aame far me until 

the day after, but I wish it weuldn t same at all, yam all gat sa 
disorganized, all af yau, and leak here Sam "rewn, dan't yam gat 
drunk the way yau did last year, and let them yau drag yau dawn thrau 
the cotton raws, yaur fast in the air and yaur head in the mud, 
if yau da yau 11 be a dyin', and what's mara, thay’ll ba puttin' yau 
aut af the ehurch." v * 

Oh, yaassum, -Jiss ^enry, yau she' am right, Hiss Henry." 

Whereupen the “adam had picked up a penoil and a little slip 
af paper, written an arder far Sam's “hristmas present whieh he 
wauld aelleet at the stare,—and Sam flew aut, gleeful that he had 
**fJ B *^*?° thr#u * h wlth *11 fals "Yaassum" business, and knewing fall 
well that Regis had gatten exaatly nowharas. 

\U resumed aur conversation but anether tap at the dear braught 
in Henry. Oh far i*and's saga, Henry" greeted the “adam, "if yau 
tail me yau area t warking tamarraw, I Just gain’ ta taka my hat and 
start far the big read". 

"Yassum" Henry drawleo in initatien af Sam. "I ean't wark ta¬ 
marraw . But far bath the “adam and henry this was merely a way af 
haring fun at the end af the rainy day, and sa after a few minutes 
Henry was explaining what he expeoted ta da an laams tamarraw, and 
bath Mistress and servant were deep in the preblems af saemless 
tablecloths that oeuld be weeven by the new methed **enry had eontrived 

Dinner ar rather supper fellewed shertly thereafter, and abaut 
eight we all said geednight. 
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Dee. £3rd. - Saturday. 

The rain that had fallen steadily since yesterday marning 
continued ta oome dawn in torrents all through the night, seem¬ 
ing doubly intense by the strong warm winds that oarriea it almost 
ta the open dear leading to the front gallery af my maisonette. 

renn, the big police gea, with snow, the English bull, slept 
before the soreendeer, and when awaae at six a'clack I had 
thaught af closing the weeaen dear from the Llurkee plantation 
whieh swings an my front hinges, but a gave up the idea af 
kindling a fire when 1 relizea that by shutting the dear ta keep 
aut the dampness, i weuld autematioally deny my sleeping friends 
ef their advantageous places eut ef the ruin, ana se I turned 
ever and went back te sleep until *rank arrived with morning 
coffee half an hour later. 

After breakfast, * wrote a little, and at nine I seunded 
the great Chinese gong an ray gdllery to let Miss Nellie know 
I was ready far a bit af reaaiug, but the orash ef thunder and 
the dewnpeur ef rain must have deadend the sound, fer it was 
almost ten before she came ever. 

xt was pleasant te sit by the glowing gxate, sipping coffee 
and reading from -r. Janette's “istery ef Missisppi as wt if 
deers the wind blew madely auu the rain continued te descend in 
buckets. 

oust beforo the plantation aiiner bell rang, however, the 
rain ceasea ana within a few moments the sun came out, and before 
half an hour spring had returned 


In this region ef unexpected intensities, i suppose it is 
only nautral that the brilliant sunshine and the spanking wind sheul d 
dry up the reads as fast as the dewnpewer af the last 36 hours had 
flooded them, and acaerdingly when i started for a little walk at 
four o'clack, I found travel en feet ever the gravel road as 
easily accomplished as in times when it huts: hadn't rained far 
weeks. Only the surface af -a in River showed effeats af the 
alaudburst, far it was inclined toward gray in color rather than the 
usual bright blue. 

“fter supper we all went ever te -eleste's house far an hour 
ta see her -hristmas tree, sample seme pert ana fruit sake, and 
exehange little presents.at eight we said goodnight and sa ta bad. 
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Dee. 24th - -unday. 


125 



Geffee came earlier than usual today, and it was pleasant 
te lie in bed talking with Frank as he built up a rearing fire. 

In a place where se much ooffee is drunk, it seems as theugh the 
best eup ef the day is that one abeut 6:30 when ene is still 
eesy in bed. a fresh fire is being laid ana ene has a chance te 
learn mueh that has gene en during the night frem faithful Frank* 

, ■"* 

■“ast evening, it seems, the Christmas oelebratien get under 
way, and sueh celebratiens aleug the oeler line eften means seme- 
thing mere in the nature ef a “.man circus than a church service. 

last night's quote icr this plantatien revelveu abeut ene 
"naersen whe lives en the place, no was in a saleeu,--the Green 
Derby, dewn the lane a mile er se teward Uagnelia Plantatien, and 
with him by way ef making merry was his sister and her husbana. 

As drinks went reund ana reuna, the husband aeveleped an argument 
with his wife, and ended up by beating her. Te this, hewever, 
his brother-in-law pretested, saying te the boater, "Leek here, 

Sam, why don't you taae your wife home if you want te do that. 

You knew it aint nice te beat her before company". 

But “am resented the interference and drawing a gun, shot 
at itnaerson, the bullet passing sideways through his open mouth, 
so it took out ene teeth but aid ne ether damage, "ut Anaersen, 
rising up with legimate excitement, drew his gun and fired twice 
at his brotner-in-law, hitting him twice in the arm. The Derby 
was naturally in an uproar by this time and Sam was taken off te 
the hospital anu uiiaersou ana his sister departed for heme. Now 
I am beginning te understand why -hristraas en a plantation where 
whisaey is se easily available is not all that it is crao&ed up te 
be. 

idiSB ^ellie came ever at nine and read from w laiberne until 
noon, when we joined the family.--increased by two er three members 
for dinner, during which nice Christmas mail arrived, and my heart 
turned teward hew ^erk from whenee comes so many evidences of generous 
ties ef friendship and affection, 

~u.it Gammle ana “iss **ellie came over te my house for aftern- 
neen oeffee which quickly developed into a parade rather than a 
pleasant half hour ef plantation talk, for it seemed as theugh 
half the plantatien itself came knocking at the doer during that 
half hour, asking the “adam for a thousand orders for this taht 
and the other thing about eraer^j for "'hristraas, — everything frem 
"uew about turkeys for tomorrow s dinner? " te"Hew about the day 
-*r. Francois ana me going in the big road,". Dome of the many 
colored people A thought x knew, anu the identity of some was un¬ 
known. ( Somehow guessed that one of the men was cam Peace, but 
i didn t ever get a ehanoe te as*, so many things were popping 
straight along without interruption, I may have mentioned Sam 
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Doe. 24th - ^un. Gent. 


>. w.re but x am going to run the risk of a repetition since 

z s-tjsjks: sk 

lentenoo. 

**s you may resell, Sam A 'ea«o was houseman formerly, occupying 

;.££{. «■» "v*** *• j - Mn,riy 

about the man. 

|a .Sw&ajsSBHs 

kill the bastard", and went on with his woia. 

Dam fumbled areud a few minutes longer and then disappeared. 

did what you say. I killed alright * 

a hi s unexpected ana calm announcement, in sharp «•“***?* 

Uii &."m« & W«. — « i- 

to the exoitraent by whooping anu hollering. muiaerad mk y, 

syMSMi-’tSi * :T *\ * fepriS^wir 4 ' 11 

H.*.. th. b.ij a.uldu't bo *?;?** ’““ih.iiiiiti'ta"”! 1 
had been called and he was heurs on ta _ t y t iGie wnile all the 
-me from hat.hit.ohe_. .too ,«d the } *•£ *£* "P \ n num , and 
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Dee. &4th - continued. 


Finally the sheriff anu Cernener arrived, and after talking 
with *». auu the members ef the -We family, it was decided tnat 
Sam weula n-ve te go te tewu t* spena a while in jail until the 
matter could be put straight en the beeas. Shertly after they 
had ueparteu, tne bi*. man's brother arrived in an eld enolesea 
tferd from “'leutierville te take the beuy heme fer burial. Several 
exeitea hands gathered abeut the mead man s brother te asist 
in putting the eerps iute the ferd. Ihe whole * ^iness seemed 
a dLree mere messy when it was feund that because the bedy had 
turned stiff during the hours awaiting tne arrival ef the officials 
and could therefere net be placed inside the oar. it weulu seem 
a little indeeli.it- te ask ^rs. Peace fer a beu blanket te 
oever the bedy, anfway, anu when it was discovered that it oeulan t 
be placed in the ear, it was merely leaned en the side ef the 
ear the feet sticking forward en the front fender, and with the 
brother at the whedl. the funeral wagon get under way. Scarcely 
ante the highway, however, the rear tire exploded, throwing the 
nervoeus bystanders into a me entary panic* and of course 
neaessitation a ohange of tires then ana there, the body still 
poised precariously en the running beard. 

eventually the oar ana fc its buruen reaoned -loutierville 
ana the bouy was imx interred, -hen, in town, failed a pre- 
funotory hearing, it was ueoided that Sara *eaoe haa killed the 
man in a sudden r<. fc o when he had aiscoveroa his at K dalliance 
with his wife. Sam accordingly returned to the plantation u.id 

j »r aifli>u tW'-r normal course, except fer the darkies who 
talked much about the excitement, reciting it te anyone who would 
listen to them. One of the negresses,—I tnink it was olemenae 
had abeut the most leveling observation to mane about the whole 
thing ueoause in the first place, -lomence is smart, and in the 
second place she had some iusiae track on the whole affisr. i*nd 
tnia was the last sentnoe Glemence had to say: ’7ell, it done 
make no matter, bam *e.ce killin dat man. but I don't reckon why 
he done ate a plate of soup wia him firs, 'fere onasing him out 

anu sheetin' him." , . 

AUQ tnis is the ena ef this tale, and about the end ef 
today's diary, fer supper shertly followed this parade ef planta¬ 
tion people. ^d after dinner we sat fer a while before the *’ran*li 
setve, ana I went heme to listen te v rsen -ells programme with 
.uienei "arrymere ueing sicken'a famous dhristmas ster*. 
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he a. 25th - Llenday. 

* I MX. .t nr., *.t np »»* iJj/S-UtU t *: 4 

comes up and bletts them out. 

-» .lx .rrir.6 RSTfi- 

. r..rin, fir. .* l.». «» 

package before ho left. 

-uj - -ast* j-“ - 

the dinner bell rang, it was dar filet, turkey with oyster 

the fe tive board twice as gay. Gums* “ B ’. en8 /hot bulsouits, 
dressing, caulifiewer, r#k8t P tnd Heaven knows what, 

•{; ... »*« 

tne table, 

„„ s s-M “ISsekHsvHS.... 

thirty, ". a. had been inthe plantation^s^r ^ ^ %n tha handBf - 
en -hristmas morning. I ^ad i it#r af t J e plantation greet- 
men only,-come by to wish tne p P ^ choor which is al- 

ings, and inoeidentally te P a * tk *®. 4 ^ 0 *unters were 

leaded with wine, gin and whisx y, #fc#h was welcomed, he 

ge.d cheer was T**® 1 ®* -kistmas, seme eheesing everalls, 

was asked what he would like af then# who haa been 

some fireworks, seme tebaeca. *“ rh , h ,iid u y spirit was 

en the place longer were given s . eyhilorating te hear 

in the rniust ef ’ hter and the funny little cries ef 

their full throated ^ ? W as triokling through 

gaity that welled up as tha good gatherings I had known 

them. It reminued me of «tner J r .raenization or another had 
1- Sh.«.. t.. threshold 

sponsored or aoyuiesod te J * gatherings leave a little 

ef this aay ef aays. thinking about stoh vast subjeets 

te be aesired fer I eannet help thinking aoou 

.. . *r..t.r al atrlaut i.n .t !. 

oertainly out ef * ru ® r . Bture k wpxistmas semblance of 

fer a moment te oateh or m J . t help mmitina to mysilf that 

good will tewara men. *** * least for the moment these 

in reality Kgnoracn. \ 8 f^Hitheit^ie seboring .ft.'U 

811 18 fintt th#n8#lw * . 

I knew who previae the poor With m ^ i J a> the ue< dy a ohanoe to 
with the business, for that at 1 a .aaanes the neeessity of 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


I 








129 


noa. 26th - continued. 


«.t eeffee time in late afternoon, *'rank arrived with a tray 
with a generous partian af fruit cake. x sampled it and fauna 
it good and was glaa ta shara it and tala af things laeal 
far a little while before the fire hefara getting back .a my 
machine. 

“11 the servants were sent h me early and sa we had a celd 
supper a little after five, Bed wine ana cold turkey make a 
fitting repast far the close af the -hristmas nay, ana r did 
justice by it. We sat ana ti.lA.ed far ahile in “unt «ammie's 
r ,em, turning aver •'hristraas mail and laufehin* at -aramie beaause she 
cauldn't remember same af the peaple whe haa sent them because 
they didn't si^n their la8t names, 

in my oarus was ane that x was unfamiliar with beoause I 
had never heard the name before. Thanks ta a little note attached 
ta it, i aiseovereu it was from the traveling campanian i had 
earning aawn here,--someone wha had been an the train from Washingten 
ta Bristol, think, with wham haa talkea with sa much pleasure. 

«8 I haa never learn the persons name, this card was doubly in¬ 
teresting ta me. 

i went berae at eight,- listened ta the radia far ahile and 
sa ta sleep. 
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iieeeraber 26th - Tuesday. 


I am net sure if x have last the sheet I wrata far toaay, and 
sa i shall jat dawn a couple af lines as a guarantee. 

The dawn was dampish,--very, and it drizzled and paurad 
all morning. ' . - 

“iss “ellie came aver early ana together we prowled through 
Galiberne and his account af the ~aren Burr aausfciraey, whieh seems 
mush marc tremendous as ane explores the dta in mare detail, and 
in a way it woula appear that the most extraerdianry thing about it 
was that in spite af the fact that scores ef people must have been 
concerned with it in ane capacity er another, ne slired ef evidenoe 
was ever turned up te aeutally indicate that Burr himself was ever 
platting anything, although circumstances make it appear that he 
was deing his best te stir up a rumpus that weuld terminate in 
a cenflict with ^pain, where upen he weuld deftly pick a plum in 
the farm af “euisiana and possibly fexas far hiself. la have 
managed all the intrigues that he must have in engineering this gi¬ 
gantic scheme surely stamps him as a genius oven th ugh his whela 
fabric ef empire fell into shreds. 

“inner was a little hurried, with “iss **ellie an the alert ta 
be ready te ride with J. a. when he left for “atehitaches, so that 
she might catch her bus there fer “hrevapert, 

Jae haa a t,reut Beal to say to her about the dangers af the 
trip, haw oars might collide or go into the ditch, and A believe 
that this did make her nervous, *lthou fe h x suppese he didn't realize 
hew much. 

"ut ^iss “ellie did get away in time, and beoause ef the 
slippery reads ana a series ef circumstances, there was an accident 
te ane ef the twe busses geing to “hrevpert, the first stopping 
suddenly and forcing the ine fel owing to apply its brakes se 
quiekly that the later skidded and went into the diteh. “11 in 
all, guess the journey was ab ut as harrowing as the rehearsal 
Jao had given. 

The .sun came out far a little while in the HOUXX afternoon, 
and took a short walk to the bridge and back, but it was a little 
te muddy ta be pi asant walking. 

in the evening, the “auara and 1 read for a spell beafre the 
•“ranklin stave and sa goodnight. 
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December 27th - Wednesday. 


I ar«B* early, fussed with my fir* a bit, but 
into bed again until ^rank came. I had planned t* 
walk this morning, but when -crank said thi t is was 
rain, I relinquished th* idea and stayed unuer the 
after seren. 


leaped back 
take a leng 
tending teward 
covers until 


A he morning flew by pretty fast, what with a considerable 
correspondence to be taken care of and some notes to make on 19th 
century plantation life. 

■winner came and went with a reduced number at the beard, but 
snatehes of conversation interested me much, ana while 1 didn't 
participate much, I did manage t* askk a few questions, the 
answers t* which in rigued me much,—nof s* much from th* clarity 
*f the responses, for they really weren t answers, but 1 delighted 
in the stimulation they gave t* my ouriesity. 

We were speaking of some mulato children living nearby,--! 
believe their name is Series, unu the family has control *f quit* 
an acreage hereabouts. It seems that three of the children drove 
t* ehioage yesterday in 22 hours, ana said thoy would stay as leng 

as their peoan* money helu out. somewhere in this discussion of the 
Jones family I hearu this remark: "Yes, they fc et along ss well 
as you could expect, but of course you ean't expeot much b cause 
they don't have any influence regarding taxes, eta." I gather that 
it pays t* be in with the assesers, the politicians ana th* bureau¬ 
crats. 

Something eles interesting was recounted tee. Seme mulat* 
youths ef 17 or 18 from Natchitoches were down here th* ether night 
at a nearby saloon where they had enough t* drink. At a late 
hour they^erapleyed semoene t* drive them back hem*. On* lived 
at east atehitechsB, on the east bank ef the Gain or Ned *‘iver, 
and the ethers lived on the west bank, "atohiteches itself 
is 20 miles north ef here. The beys who undertook the Job ef 
driving them heme thought t* play a Joke on them in their un¬ 
certain condition, and accordingly drove them 10 or 16 miles 
south ef her* t* -leutiervilie, letting on* bey out on one side 
ef the ^aino diver, telling him that it was ^ast Natchitoches, 
and delivered the ether two boys to the ether,side ef the bridge, 
telling them that they were not heme, i dent knew what happened 
next but 1 thin* the three inebriated youths succeeded in getting 
themselves lecked up in the w loutiorville jail,--if any. 

in any event, the next day dawned, ana the parents ef the 
wondering beys learned ef what had happened te their eff-spring, 
and breught charges ef kidnapping against th* youths who had played 
the prank. They in vheir turn were clapped into "atehitoehes 
jail, fhe next meve, ef oeurse, was toward J. , te help them 
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Dee. 27th - centinueu 


gkmih get th* second batoh out ef jail. It weula appear that a 
white man cuts mere ice in such matters than the mulatte, ana ef 
course «J. areve up te "atehiteches, somehow get them released 
on the $2,000 bail that had bet set, and so that mad# the relatives 
happy at least. When **unt “’arnmie heard of this, however, she 
laughed at the whole business and said: "»int a, * s^ghtf Why 
if you went te buy the whole bunch in Jail, they weuldn t 
be. worth $2,—— all put together." 

And it seems that while there, u . thought it would be a 
geeu time te get “nderson out on bail, tee, for it seems that after 
the Christmas sheeting ef his brother in law, he haa become a guest 
of the county. **ud so “nuorson was let out, tee. And it seems 
that one ef the beys didn t have any parents present at the time ef 
J. A *.'s appearance te use^his influence in getting them out on bail, 
and so he steed for the esserted one. It gees without saying that 
This bseught forth an observation from “unt w ammie who laughingly 
asked 0 , a . ilx why he didn't empty th* whole jail while he 
was about it. 

But 1 suppose it is this sort ef consideration for the depressed 
section ef the population which makes the white man loom ever 
larger in the eyes ef the oelered section, end ef course it is readi¬ 
ly understandable why everyone thinks that J. h. is one ef th# 
bast friends they have. I presume there are few people in his 
position, tee, wh# would bother about such business, and it 
is only natural that he should occupy a place in th# mind ef 
eoler somewhere close te *>aint r #ter. 

“fter supper “unt ''aminie anu x reaa for a while from 
“utobiegraphy ef an -ibregt# and from the buek by gyle’s grandmother, 
whose name was something liae -lizaboth x, yls “axon. u#r book 
ef remineseences ef th* "'•nfedrat# War axe is splendid, ana her 
use ef steng words and her regad for the negro remind me so muoh 
ef her grand sen. 

“ine o'clock came quickly ana s* to bed. 
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Dee. 28 th. - Thursday. 


Up fend abread befere sun up, with s gclden glew shimmering 
al*n fc ofcin River, save fer the tiny bays reflected the black shadews 
ef the pines that stand aleng the reute ef the eld dirt read. 

x ha.dn t walked fer several cays ana the fresh air felt bracing 
as i skipped puddles dewn the lane as far as “entrese. 

As 1 arrivea, •'ehn ^eims, whe hsa dined at the house frequently, 
passed by in an eld rattletrap with three ether beys. ^ stepped 
and asked me if A weuldn't like te ride, an* - hep>ea in anc 
j t eye. .lo .as f*r • ; with him 

kx was about nine when we reached tewn, but fortunately the 
morning train tweard -‘entrese was late, and se * oau*ht that and 
rede back several miles and walked from there heme. 

"an and Jee met me in the lane, .oin* in the apposite direction, 
and in response to their invitation, I get in ana rede back as far 
as the saloon whence we returned te the sotre where A found r'rauk 
whe *et the Key te the ola soheelhese where all the plantation ohilare 
used te learn their three "H"s. “enoe heme anu seme correspondence 
before dinner. 

in the afternoon six er seven people called, an elu man ef ± 

84 and his wide, their sen ana his wife, his grandson ef seme 18 
Slimmer s and some ether people. Phe ela man had been a local 
lawyer in nis day, - w earbereu*h, er seme such name and hau handled 
le fc al affairs fer the plantation. I took the men under my win* 
and pointed out the salient features ef the African u*use, the 
Saxon e*bln, my maisonotte, etc. “fter they had departed, I worked 
sene before dinner er supper as the evening- meal is at “elrese. 

About four e'oieck it eccured te me that it was just about 
two months age teuay that 1 left ±*ew *erk fer -euisiana, and it was 
illuminating to take steoK ef the impressions that I had had be¬ 
fore arriving, the day * arrived and then two menths after,—hew 
seme ef those impressions had altered, hew something ef understanding 
about negroes had widened a little, ana most ef all hew aeeply my 
admiration fer these I had knew fer such a short time had grown. 

Knowing nothin* about the ridale ef color before I arrived, 
x find new after twe menths on a neuigiaua plantation that I am 
mere perplexed by it.than I was before. It weula help out a let if 
I could ever find eut if the negro is susseptable to education, if 
ho can remember anythin* from yesterday's happenings ana experiences, 
and if can, through eaucatien er an improved social status, ever 
anticipate eventualities ef the morrow. It would appear that the 
white person has done mighty little alen* the twe latter lines, and 
guessing about the capabilities ef the person ef color is accoraingly 
difficult, 

,*fter all the prattle have he-rd in the H«rth about the 
necessity of bringing education and a sense ef responsibility te 
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nee. 28th - continued. 

the ne-re, I have about made up my minu that it weula perhpas net 
be a bad idea te exert concurrent preslytiug on both colored and 
white. Without bothering te examine why, A sometimes find my mind 
wondering off te "bins when I oenteraplate the status ef the iieuth. 
lie one can deny that the “hinese reached an extraordinary degree 
ef culture,— in limited numbers -- for at the same time no one 
can deny that hundreds ef millions ef -hinese are lacking in 
everythin* that man considers essential fer his existence. Ana 1 
wonder hew it is that when a *reat section ef the glebe can thrive 
se mi*htily in philosophy ana the amenities fer a very limited few, 
that they seem totally incapable df learning hew te *evern fer the 
benefit ef all. *nd sometimes my mind turns back te Pompeii 
before 79 A. x(,, when husbandmen cultivated the slopes ef Vesuvius, 
and wealthy patricians kuilt fine cities at its base. I wenuer 
if these men were justified in disregarding the evenutalites that 
became such a devastating reality, ana should they have tried to 
anticipate the catastrophe or was there a 99 chance te 100 that 
the top never would blew off? And is the “euth like a great 
hidden dome ef black oil that will swell eut vast depressed caverns 
end never eeme te the surface until seme better dawn breaks and 
a use found fer it when it will comevinte its own, ^f course there 
probably weundn't have been much ehanoe fer s refinement ef oil that 
might have been discovered in the middle ages, ana se must we Con¬ 
tent ourselves with the understanding that we are new all living in 
such a social set up that neither care te Inquire er is able te 
contrive a use fer this vast flood ef crude? w ne nice thing about 
a discussion ef the whole problem is that everyone has a panacea 
fer it, with these whe have lived most remotely from it being 
most certain about their thereies while these that live closest 
te it 8eemin*ly the most confused, if indeed, they contemplate it 


~ut this is supposed te be a Journal anu net a public forma, 
ana se A shall let the matter riae fer treatment in another ana 
mere appropriate setting, xnu parenthetically, 1 must a&a, I m 
afraid that is usually the aenclusien everyone makes on this point. 

**t six, “unt ^ammie, J ee, J.H, "'eleste and dreve aewn te 
*leutlerville te have dinner with Dr. and ister. A he air wsb 
snanpy and thete was a hint ef snow, se that insiae the fires on 
the heartns seemed twice as gay. Dinner was delicious, turKey, 
wafflew and syrup, ana fine Balaae anawithal fine pieces ef 
glass ware te maK# the occasion twioe as festive. ^enversatien 
was dull, as conversation must bo when the multituae revolves about 
tho baby, but tnere is no *reat loss without some * eat gain, ana 
ef course tne saving ef wear ana tear on the conversational powers 
was enormous. Jhe Henry’s eat fast and are an active clan, se that 
in spite ef the entertainment, we were all baejc heme by eight 
o'clock and after a bit of reaaing beofre the •orenklin steve. Aunt 
Cammie and -t said geed night. 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #f1~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


135 

Deo, i9th - Firday* 

Another beautiful dewn, gray-rose way te silver and 

blue with a brillien sun following te eut the frest en ray cilery 
steps end soften tna rim e£ ice en the great iren sugar oassin, 
which these many years age was releaveu ef its eriginal duties te 
set as k bassin fer water hard by the "pit" where aunt ~ammie places 
seme ef her mere fragile trepickl plants during December and 
January. 

Baak nome bafere breakfast had arrived, ana bathed anu shaved 
befere 1 heard ^‘rank' s feetsbeps en the gallery and ray tray had 
arrives. bast night “nole Whitefeet had been se frisky, tearing 
areuiid frem sefa te chair, but the little staircase te the balcony 
ana thunder in. dewn a.ain, that * hau invitee him te take an evening 
strell which must h.ve been expended since I failed te find him 
waitng fer me en the gallery when x returned frem my walk. But he 
was there when Frank arriveu with the breakfast, ana se he Joined 
me in some bacen ana teast, as a kind ef aessert after he had 
breakfasted heavily en his canned feed. 

Feed eut ef the way I tackled a stack ef mail, writing until 
11:3- when tee*, it te the stere, stepping en my way back fer a 
little chat with the “‘adam befere her great franklin Steve. 

Just as I Was leaving, the dinner bell ran., anu se we beth 
marched uewn tegether. 

ihe mail had arrived, ana with dinner and the family eut ef 
the way we leekea through a cepy ef LIFS that had cerae threugh 
frem a theughtful friand, anu we feuna it ef particular interest 
te us, containing as it did, many a fine phetegraph ef Gene -lith 
Xhe Wind sets and a fleck ef *euth -arelina plantatien scenes, in¬ 
ducing one ef dadleten *lace en the “shley “iver which i have 
leved se long because it seems te combine the lew aeuntry en a 
Versailles pattern, thus uniting the sweet unbelievable epulenee 
ef the ene in the classic, well ercereu lines ef the ether. 

fhere was a ltter tee frem *»abina, advising that a ceat weuld 
arrive in the same mail, anc fer this package I cashed te the store, 
re turn in. te the “*adam te examine it, take eff the tags ana re- 
wrap in preferatien fer re-mailing te a friend living in Louisiana 
but en the ether side ef the -ississippi, a mest admirable persen 
whe freezes every winter, thanks te the ebsessieu ef her brether 
whe prevents the builain. ef a good sized fiee at all times fer 
fear ef burning dewn the heuse. With characteristic feretheu.ht 
te remeve any suspicion that she had purchased the ceat fer her, 
a-unt -amraie sent a letter, explaining that the garment had come 
te her at this season, and askott her if she would net ue se geed 
as te pass it along te someone else if she herself had no use fer 
it, anu further explaining that she herself seldom were a cost and 
since she already had an ample supply, she nerself oeulan t use 
it. It's a .eed game, a think, and I feel sure that everyone 
is 80 socially consituteu that each will play the role with serious 
mein, yet never unmindful eftne actualities involved in the matter. 
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“unt •'ammie came ever fer coffee at two, and we talked ef 
a variety ef LhingB, ineluding the mest auspioieus time te ta*.e 
ever the preperty where we propose te create the swann lake., 
which we hope te b et under way during "anuary while J. a. and -eleste 
are in “exiee. *raank came in to fix the fire, and he pointed te 
the beautfful pieces ef stained glass that I have leaning up 
against ene ef'the panes in ray great windew, saying that he was 
oeraing ever and werk all night with me te turn all the panes 
inte celer just like the little pieces. A e tills “unt -ernraie 
remarked that he and I were getting just as bad as Frank anu “*r. 

Lyle and that beth ef us would end up by deing se much foolishness 
that we weulo all be in the big read befere we get threugh with 
it. Te tnis sally, Frank giggled with glee and said: I sure dees 
like it when Uiss “ebina er ~r. .oyie er “r. Francois is here with 
u8 all",--anu with the remarks en this score that fellewed by 
Aunt ~ammie I felt mere than ever hew marveleusly she-uni tea the 
rele ef mistress ef “elrese and friend ana pietecter ef her ser¬ 
vants ef color who adore her. 

denry Hettzeg was busy curing the day, threading a leem en 
which “unt w anmie expects ef weaving a seamless tablecloth, and 
se after eur little conversation, she skipped along te see hew 
Henry was progressing and went back te ray typewriter, at feur 
* went ever te the big heuse te pick up a package which had 
premised to deliver te -aline in her eabine a mile away en the etner 
side ef -kin “iver. ±u the library x fauna «unt Jamraie entertaining 
seme celle.e preffesser ana his wife, ana 1 stopped te caht fer 
a mement with them. Then x gathered up my duffle bag and started 
eut, stepping fer a mement at the stere 

v n the way te the lane, x passed by the store ana feuna Frank there 
with his first barn, A eny, a yeuth ef seme aO summers whe is here 
from “aw v rleans where Lyle has feund him a oeuple ef Jabs since 
■‘■eny was farced te leave “elerse a year and a half back because 
seme ef the pewers hereabout fauna him te reealeitrsnt when drink 
up set his sense ef proportion en ene er two eccassiens. leny 
said he wanted te ceme to see me temerrew as he had messages frem 
-lr. Lyle fer me. 

“nd se * eentinuea by Jeurney aewn the read, acress «ain “iver, 
en beyend the saleen, eoheing with hilarity frem dark shinned 
habituee8 frem within, and se en up the read te Laliue's. ■‘•'he 
do.s anneunced my coming ana ela Joe met me at the gate,--geed 
eld Jee, always se ceurteeus and kindly, with a glow ef refinement 
shinnin. frem within, netioible in se many ef the elder darkies. 

Jee new is 64 and all his leiig life with -aline, the "hhemian ef 
k 86, I instinctively feel serry fer him at the seeming misfit 
his dem.stio surreundings must have always maae him feel. 

-eliue weloemea me cer ially, tee, and entering the cabin effar¬ 
ed me a chair befere the heart*, at the same time drubbing twe ef 
the hounds eurled up en the dirt anu broken bricks befere the fire, 
and spanking a couple ef eats and three ehickens which were huddled 
near the embers. 
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i7e talked of her rheumatism as she inspected the garments 1 
had brought, ana she seemed fer a mement te ferret her pains as 
she held up the vveelen sweater te her shelder as a slip ef a girl 
might de with a new evanin* gewn. 

«9 tdkea fer a spell regarding the weather, hew the heuse next 
ueer had enoe threatened -.eline's heuse when the former burned- en 
a windy night, and all the while -eline was busying herself in 
searching out a likely brace ef chickens which she eventually 
reunaea up amidst vast noise both from the cackling hens and the 
seeempanying bark ef the degs. -eline returned with them before the 
fire and said she wondered if 1 weula carry tnem heme fer the “adam, 
bkt x saia definitely that x weuld net, since **unt •'ammie said that 
feline was te keen her chickens and net 0 e iy flying areund the 
nieghberheed with them ft ^eline chuckled at this, urged me again 
te take them te "Maman" as she styles **unt -ammie, ana when I again 
refused, she relinquished her hela en them ana snanked them eut ef 
the cabin. 

In the mean time eld “eo hau been ruraaging areund in an armeir 
and had brought ferth a bottle ef "lackberry wine which he gave me 
with a glass te peur myself a uriinc, he joining with me te teast 
the sea8en. o. arank it with as much satisfaction as any toast I 
had ever drun*., and after anotner si fc ardtte, said goodbye to thorn 
both, ueline assureu^me on the way out that she would pray to 
St. “ntheny so "Usman" would find tne Keys she has recently misplaced, 
and <>eo, walking with-me to the socona gate, which me well fer tne 
new year, and taking eff his hat, sheek hands ana saiu hu “evoir. 

w n the rosa buck to “elrcse, x met ^dward, their ^ranuson whe 
1ive3 with them and we exchanged the heliuay greetings, and so 
en my way te the big n*use where supper was waiting ana the nr. 
and ill b wife with the baby who had Come te dine with us. 

*er a little while after they haa left, the "sdsm and 1 sat 
before the x ‘ran*lin stove, reading from the "utebiogr phy of an 
*lgredte, pausin^ from time t« time te discuss interesting bits 
ef information it reveals eeneerniu fc these beautiful birds, with 
many an interesting personal note by the -‘aaam who knows *very Island 
where "ird “ity is located ana the MaZIllheneys whose efforts and 
foresight nave saved tne aigrettes from extinction. ~ud so te bed 
at eight. 
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Dee. 30th - Saturday. ^ 

ihmrm Wteg * B nght fret last night, but net se evident as 
, j j niai se many features ef nature in this deliceus 

In ImiSnitl.il with » l.w.rin, .1 th. th.rmm.t.r. 

already x Imagine I notice the lengthening ef the days'from 
.. , 1 ® .vv -f a^week ate and a brilliant dawn seemed impatient 

Zr'lZ ! -5S it M«». 1 *. ‘.Uin..! t. *W. 

faithful footstep en the gallery. 

ontll ten x worked at my typewriter when the “adam came for 
ntil t ntlv WkB vile, be ilia "steng enough te maKe 

«««• M^"t «£...« it. it ■».«.. thwt 

mi.*. <»«•• twin, tbs «Mi.,--whl«h, p.rhpt., 
?*'f.ttunlt. Bins. th. list tin. Wlwsys «•*» th. m. 

!“ r.‘% U t 

course the firs , #ciiBO of a hotter cup on the morrow, 

but°tomorrow* 5 *ome*and go continues to forget, ana just 

irfi SUId in JAirlng about what can be done for the 
i Tti* raco, iillmor^turns out one of her incomparable 

cups which she blandly labels coffee . 

- couple of uninteresting women called t® spell, the rest ef 

the fire ailu tklked non-sense until dinner time 

r«. si:. . ».i -» t .h 

neaven k wb wne • . the long way with another piece ef 

even in metal, cut through tne^ren fc ^^ B ., elf f#rmed by the 

x:r;.:M isj'Sjr 

' f-:»S s a aa r 

^ KeSlir - i. a reference 

reaa the news items * BB , f gitteu", for as everyone knows, 

vioksburgh had starved fer weeks, as this is the final edition 
ef the paper, i am sure many a oelleo-er .Us® - c . *s i 

knew i weuld. 
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i> 9 o. 30th - cenoluded. v 

i worked far a couple of hours in tha afternoon and then took 
a shart brisk'walk in the bracing, bright sunshiny.ana so back 
ta the big house far supper at fire, but each day supper gets later 
and later as peer ~lmer gets mare and mare last in her weal leather¬ 
ing. 

Far myself, I enjoy the supper hour much mare than a inner. 

L suppose there is an element af let-dawn fur everyone at tha 
clasa af the day, ana ti.ere is somethin* aoout it that is olasely 
akin ta a leisurely cup af oeffee after breakfast an Sunday 

morning in Manhattan, when the jab af eatiu* is finished, a uay 
af rest is ahoau of one, and a cup af coffee signAAs the first 
cigu.ette ef the day, and the cigarette unlacks an endless werlu 
far speculation, theorizing and Just p sin talk. 

“nether thing * like auout' supper at "elreso is the fact tht.t 
the biessin,, always" seems a little funnier, and suppose any meal 
that starts off with suppressed laughter is bouna ta rank as a 
favorite. before “unt •'amnia has arrived, usually one er twa 
af the bays have taaSn a rapid glance aver the board, and snitched 
a dainty raersel befaro anyone has dreamed af sitting dawn, ^ith 
tha arrival af the Madam, all af us standing before the fireplace 
Jain her at table, and while we are „ett ng our chairs comfortably I 

plac d, one er the ether, ana probably ". has sampled a buscuit 
af bacon or something before “adam say: "lright, J. n," ana we all 
bew aur hoards. 11 

• t f ene is to suppose that J. u. fellows the woraing of ti.e 
blessing as his mother gives it when he is not present, it would 
be safe to assume that it goes something lia-e this:"Lara, make us 
thankful far these tfifts, and. save us at last, far -hrlet's sake, 

Anon”. But u., through years of practice and an honest da- 
sire like tha excellent business man he is, to ^et the matter at 
hand over ana done with dispatch, he mutters the entire blessing with 
such a muffled voice that ha is aver and done before X aver realize 
ha has started. "y the time it woulu take me ta start with "Lard, 
make us", has rattled aff the whale lingo and in the same 

breath added;"Aess the pi Okie e, ■‘'aii". “nywhere else this charade 
weula seem li {r o sacrilege, but at ^elrose it seams mare like a 
man yelling: By ''ad, * want you ta unuorstanu 1 am an atheist." 

“fter supper we re*u for a while before the ^ranklin stave, 
finishing the “igrette autabiagrahpy, ana wenueriu B how the author 
had the courage ta write the last paragraph, haveing tha bird resolve 
ta say a goad ward ta “aint •t'eter far the builaer of Bird -ity, 
who of course was the author himself. 

«.nd so at aith, ta bad. 
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Dea. 31st - Sunday, 


A glorious morning, muoh sunshine and a temperatura tea high 
ta make this last day af 1939 seam anything but a soft mellow morning 
in May. It was difficult ta imagine tha nows reports from 
New York that told af freezing weather and snow. 

Aunt Msrnmie came aver for coffao and aftorwards wa teak a 
little taurn through the gardens whiah ware bright with rad barrios 
and yupan elustars amid the green foliage, while a torrent af 
narcissus and hyaainthas make all out af dorrs seem Ilka a vast 
and opulent eanservatery. 

Much family far dinner, after whleh soma af them went hunting 
while sister. Aunt -ammie and I want far a ride, 


along Gain ^ivar far many miles, "unt Gammie painting out many af 
tha paints that have lingered an in history through tha beautiful 
aid houses here and there which flourished once bofara ante-bellum 
times had bean cut shart by General ^anks Army had passed slang this 
same reade, burning and fighting, leaving so many scarred ruins 
and unmarked graves in tha wake. 

We drove beyond "enett's Ferry, turning aff below there ta 
find a little house whanaa a woman had written Aunt Gammie, saying 
she had an eld armair ta sell. Tha armair itself was huge ana of 
peer weed, interesting us net at all, but the family who owned 
it exalted much sDeeulatien as ta what the future might held far 
tha numerous progeny which toddled, about tha mean little parch and 
tumbled around the twa reamed little hause. The woman, although 
young, seemed prematurely ala while the youthful father in clean 
overalls, siimod like any nice farm bay wham ana might run aerass 
in such a locality as might guarantee an agricultural schooling, 
although i am sure that circumstances in this remote region precluded 
anything af this sort. And what af tha little ehildren who 
stead aimlessly about? One little girl had something in her aye 
which her mother sola she h d been bothered with since the day 
bofara. She had thought af putting vaseline in tha enila's eye 
to remove the abject but "she is so mean" tha mother hadn't dona 
anything about it. I suppose tha child might hare bean five or 
six, and was probably the eldest af the several children, And 
what with or without this and that, 1 have nek doubt, that this 
healthy young leaking male and this prematurely aged mother will 
continue ta build "stairs" as each year tha highest stair mounts 
higher and the suwoeeding- anas rise accordingly. 

Back home far supper at six, and sister departed shortly thereafter 
while tha “adam and reaa for a bit before the Franklin stave. 

Aunt Gamraie had always reaa iennysen's ■'■'he Dying of the Xear ta her 
Mather an "aw dear's eve, but somehow in spit^ of tha faot that wa 
had found the volume for its resuing tonight, circumstances operated 
against it, and so wa said goodnight early and I slept tha eld year 
out. 
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